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WEC Silverstone: Audi Sport quotes 
 
Ingolstadt/Silverstone, April 17, 2016 – Audi celebrated the 106th victory of an 
LMP race car in the company’s history at Silverstone. Quotes following the 
victorious season opener of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC).   
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “This was a race that remained a 
thriller up until the checkered flag. The first fielding of the new Audi R18 resulted in 
both the first pole position and the first victory. This entailed a huge effort by the 
whole team. The result was the greatest way of thanking everyone who had worked so 
hard. We’re very happy about this result. At the same time, the retirement of number 
‘8’ showed that there’s still a lot of work for us to be done.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Team Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Like last year, we again 
experienced a thriller at Silverstone. It was extremely close. At the same time, 
Porsche, Toyota and us suffered some setbacks. I’m happy that our number ‘7’ got 
through the race without any issues whatsoever and won with a strong driver squad. 
The mechanics of the number ‘8’ in the final stage helped with the sister car because 
we knew how close it would be. The trophy is a sweet reward for some strenuous 
months. We have to continue to work intensively but following a success like this it’ll 
be a little easier.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 #7): “What a riveting race. And the traffic on track made 
everything even more unpredictable. I was always informed about the time gap with 
the Porsche that was chasing me. I managed to control the advantage well because 
the way our Audi R18 felt was awesome. A huge ‘thank you’ goes to our trackside 
squad, as well as to our employees in Neuburg and Neckarsulm. This is their success, 
too.” 
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 #7): “When you win you arguably had the best car as well. 
But we also recognize how fast the number ‘1’ Porsche was today. I’m happy that our 
car was running so impeccably. That provides our engineers with a boost. Obviously, 
there’s still some more work to be done, as the retirement of our sister car has 
unfortunately shown. Still, the entire squad can be happy about this initial success.” 
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Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 #7): “For us, this was the best way to open a season as you 
can imagine. The team’s victory is a tremendous success. However, our sister car’s 
misfortune was a shame. But in spite of this we again saw the great sporting spirit 
that exists at Audi and in Audi Sport Team Joest. They all work towards achieving a 
goal and support each other – such as the mechanics of the number ‘8’ who helped us 
today. The new Audi R18 is great fun. That gives you a relaxed feeling in the cockpit.” 
 
Lucas di Grassi (Audi R18 #8): “A great result for Audi Sport following an intensive 
winter is the main thing today – congratulations to the whole squad. We’d have liked 
to contribute to the result as well, but unfortunately suffered a failure of our car’s 
hybrid system. Obviously, we’re disappointed because in qualifying and at the 
beginning of the race we saw what was basically possible. We were even running in 
front of our sister car. ‘Thank you’ for that to the whole team.” 
 
Loïc Duval (Audi R18 #8): “Sincere congratulations to Audi on clinching victory. Now 
we know that our car is basically in contention for winning. ‘Thank you’ to Audi Sport 
for a car that we took a position on the front row with. The second place my 
teammate Oliver Jarvis held in the beginning was great too. Unfortunately, a defect 
got in the way. Our mechanics and the engineers did an outstanding job throughout 
the weekend.” 
 
Oliver Jarvis (Audi R18 #8): “On taking grid positions one and two we managed a 
perfect start to the weekend. In the beginning, Audi was in front, but we also saw how 
fast Porsche is. I was ahead of our sister car by five seconds some of the time. But 
then a hybrid problem cropped up which initially cost us four seconds per lap and 
ultimately resulted in retirement. That was very disappointing. Now we’d like to show 
what we’re capable of from the second race on.” 
 
 
– End – 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in 
more than 100 markets worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the 
second half of 2016, the production of the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 
100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the 
Audi brand, 3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the 
Ducati brand. In the 2015 financial year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and 
an operating profit of €4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the 
company all over the world, about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products 
and sustainable technologies for the future of mobility. 


