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Two Audi drivers on the podium at the 
German finale of the DTM  
 

• Best result of the season for Timo Scheider  
• Mike Rockenfeller on the podium for the first time since 2007  
• Mass collision deprives Mattias Ekström of last title chance  
 
Ingolstadt/Hockenheim, October 17, 2010 – In front of an impressive turnout of 
140,000 spectators (throughout the weekend) Audi put two drivers on the 
podium at the German finale of the DTM. Timo Scheider achieved his best result of 
the season with a second-place finish. Mike Rockenfeller in his 40th DTM race 
managed a podium result for the second time in his career.  
 
After starting from the pole position Timo Scheider was leading the race for a long 

time. Only in the final phase he lost the remote duel against Paul Di Resta, who was 
using a different strategy and returned to the track in front of Scheider after a late 

second pit stop. As Di Resta was running on the fresher tires Scheider was no longer 
able to counter and was instructed by Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline to save the 

tires and secure second place.   
 

“Obviously I would have liked to win the German finale here in front of our home 
crowd of fans for Audi,” said Scheider. “But we didn’t quite make it. Paul (Di Resta) 

was very quick, so we had to change our strategy and be a bit more aggressive. 
Unfortunately, that wasn’t completely sufficient. Still, being the best Audi driver 

again is a nice feeling.” 
 

Mike Rockenfeller, who was by far the strongest driver of a 2008-specification car at 
Hockenheim and with a third-place finish clinched the first podium result of the 

season for Audi Sport Team Phoenix, was highly pleased. The Le Mans winner last 
mounted the podium in the DTM in 2007 at Oschersleben.  

 
On the first few laps “Rocky” held up to the pressure by Gary Paffett who had won 

the past two Hockenheim races. After his first pit stop the German managed to 
gradually put a distance between himself and the former DTM Champion and to 
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build up a cushion of more than five seconds. “My car was really good during the 

whole weekend,” raved Rockenfeller. “In the race it was running perfectly, 
particularly on fresh tires. Only toward the middle of my stints I had a little bit of 

oversteer.” 
 

Martin Tomczyk and Oliver Jarvis went on a chase after Gary Paffett on the final laps 
but did not manage to bump the Briton from fourth place any more. “After my first 

attack my tires picked up some rubber off the track,” reported Tomczyk, who 
occupied fifth place just barely in front of Jarvis.  

 
After a mass collision on lap one, just half of the 18 cars that had started from the 

grid finished the German finale. For Markus Winkelhock and Katherine Legge (both 
from Audi Sport Team Rosberg) the race on the new short circuit layout was over at 

the end of the “Parabolika” as quickly as it was for Miguel Molina, the best rookie in 
the 2010 DTM.  

 
Mattias Ekström was entangled in the mass collision as well. At first the Swede was 

able to continue to drive his damaged A4 DTM but after two unscheduled pit stops 
had to retire on lap eight due to a broken right rear suspension. Before the race at 

Hockenheim Ekström had been the last Audi driver to still have chances of winning 
the DTM title.   

 
“That ‘Eki’ was struck right on the first lap was of course really unfortunate for us 

and the fans,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “Consequently, 
the title will go to a Mercedes driver for the first time since 2006. Congratulations 

to Stuttgart! The level in the DTM is extremely high, that’s why this defeat after 
three triumphs is not an embarrassment for us but motivates us to regain our old 

strength in 2011 and bring the title back to Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm – which we 
also managed to do this year at the Le Mans 24 Hours. If you want to win the DTM, 

everything has got to fit perfectly. This year that simply wasn’t the case with us – 
today included.” 

 
This was true for Alexandre Prémat as well, who had been running in the points 

before being brushed by Jamie Green in the pit lane. The right front suspension 
broke in the incident.  
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The Audi Group sold around 950,000 cars of the Audi brand in 2009. The Company posted revenue of 
€29.8 billion and an operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ (Hungary), Cangchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India 
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels plant since May 2010. The 
Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include 
AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion, 
mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung 
durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.  
 


