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Turbulent day for Audi in Formula E in Mexico 
 

• Daniel Abt back in the cockpit just hours after a massive accident 
• Lucas di Grassi moves up from 15th place on the grid to 6th 
• Customer team Envision Virgin Racing without points after strong qualifying 
 
Mexico City, February 15, 2020 – After three consecutive victories, Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler 
had to settle for 6th place for Lucas di Grassi in the 2020 Formula E race in Mexico City. 
Teammate Daniel Abt was able to start the race after a massive accident in practice, thanks to 
a huge team effot. 
 
In 2018, Daniel Abt celebrated his first ever Formula E victory at the Autódromo Hermanos 
Rodríguez circuit. This time, the race day seemed to be over for the German as early as 8 AM: 
Due to a software communication problem, Abt crashed into the barrieres at the end of a 
straight. “This was the most violent impact of my career,” said Abt, who was flown by helicopter 
to a hospital for examinations as a precaution. “I am glad that the cars are so safe and that I 
survived today almost unharmed. It was a great achievement of my crew to get the car ready to 
race again. But of course, it was clear that it would be a very difficult race for me from almost 
the back of the field and with practically no practice. Now it’s all about getting fit again before 
Marrakesh.” 
 
Lucas di Grassi fought his way up to 6th from 15th on the grid in another spectacular Formula E 
race in front of an impressive crowd. This allowed the Brazilian to defend his 5th position in the 
Drivers’ standings of the all-electric racing series. “This was a tough race,” said di Grassi. 
“Although we scored good points, I’m not 100 percent happy. We did not have the pace in the 
race to move up further. We have to work hard to get stronger in qualifying, but also in the 
race.” 
 
“This was a turbulent day for us,” said Team Principal Allan McNish. “For Daniel, it started in a 
bad way with the crash, and for Lucas, with the difficult qualifying, it didn’t get off very well 
either. But, we still scored important points. Coming through from 15th on the grid to 6th 
keeps Lucas right in the title fight. That Daniel was able to start at all was a great team effort. It 
wasn’t an easy day for us, but we’re already fully focused on the next race in Marrakesh.” 
 
The Mexico City E-Prix ended in disappointment for the Audi customer team Envision Virgin 
Racing. After a strong qualifying performance with 5th and 6th grid positions, the team did not 
score any points in the race. Sam Bird had a podium result well in sight when he slipped off the 
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track shortly before the end of the race during an intense battle. Robin Frijns was also in the 
leading group before he was involved in a collision through no fault of his own and dropped out 
of the points. 
 
Formula E continues on February 29 in Marrakesh (Morocco). 
 
Results 
1 Mitch Evans (Jaguar) 
2 António Félix da Costa (DS Techeetah) 
3 Sébastien Buemi (Nissan) 
6 Lucas di Grassi (Audi e-tron FE06) 
12 Robin Frijns (Audi e-tron FE06) 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy). 
  
In 2019, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.845 million automobiles of the Audi brand. In the 
2018 fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.2 billion and an operating profit before special items 
of €4.7 billion. At present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 
60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of 
mobility. 
 

 
 


