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Nurburgring, 6 August 2005

Motorsport

The Nurburgring as seen by Rinaldo Capello

e Two good opportunities for passing on the sprint circuit
e Hoping for stable weather conditions
e Tricky corner right after the start

The DTM event at the Nirburgring promises to turn into a veritable popular AUDI AG
Kommunikation
festival: 100,000 fans are expected in the “Eifel” this weekend as the season’s 85045 Ingolstadt

www.audi.com

seventh round will definitely mark the beginning of the hot phase in the fight for
the title. Championship defender Mattias Ekstrém is merely three points behind his
strongest rival, Gary Paffett. The NUrburgring is a good venue for Audi: three of
the last five races ended victoriously for the “four rings’. Rinaldo Capello also has
very good memories of the NUrburgring. The 41-year-old Audi works driver
comments on the 3.629-kilometre circuit.

How would you describe the Nirburgring?

Rinaldo Capello: “I like the NUrburgring very much. Thisiswhere in the 2000
season | clinched my first pole position in the Audi R8 sportscar. The ‘ring’ offers
a combination of semi-fast corners, slow and quick sectors. It has quite afew
interesting places, particularly the exit from the arenais tricky.”

What are the crucial places for you at the NUrburgring?

Rinaldo Capello: “The gapsin the DTM are so small that even one or two tenths
of a second can amount to several positions. And these minimal gaps may result
from a minute mistake you make in what appearsto be a‘harmless' corner. Sol'd
say that the whole Nirburgringisa‘crucia place’, redly.”

Where do you see the best opportunities for overtaking?

Rinaldo Capello: “There are two good positions. One of them is at the end of the
start-finish straight where there is a sharp right-hand bend. And then, certainly, as
you brake into the NGK chicane on the opposite straight. However, at both of these
places you need to be very close to the guy in front to have aredlistic chance.”

12



Qe

Medialnfo Auoi

The first corner after the start is a sharp right-hand bend. Is this a dangerous
turn?

Rinaldo Capello: “Such atricky corner right after the start is, no doubt, very
thrilling. But, fortunately, the track is very wide there, which means that severa
cars can drive through side by side without getting into each other’ sway or losing
too many positions. Still, you have to be very careful to avoid someone else
bumping into you when 20 cars are braking to enter this turn.”

The weather forecast has promised typical “Eifel” weather. What conditions
are you hoping for?

AUDI AG
Rinaldo Capello: *For the many spectators, I’d be happy to see dry and sunny Kommunikation

85045 Ingolstadt
conditions prevailing. But in any event, | hope that the weather will be stable—in o audi.com

other words, either completely wet or completely dry. Thiswould assure athrilling
race for the spectators without the weather god directing the race too much.”

Communication Motorsport
Telephone +49 (0)841 89 34200, Telefax +49 (0)841 89 38617
E-Mail motorsport-media@audi.de

Photographs, sound bites and additional information to download at:
www.audi-motorsport.info (accreditation necessary)
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