Medialnfo

Communications Motorsport
Virginia Brusch

Phone: +49 151 52817968
E-mail: virginia.brusch@audi.de
www.audi-mediacenter.com/en

Rallycross: EKS Audi Sport starts in the Spanish
sun

o Second generation Audi S1 EKS RX quattro celebrates premiere
« Mattias Ekstrom targets third successive Barcelona victory

Neuburg a. d. Donau, April 10, 2018 - Moment of truth for Audi factory driver Mattias
Ekstrom and his team in Spain: the fifth World Rallycross Championship season commences
at the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya on April 14-15. And the new Audi S1 EKS RX quattro
makes its competitive race debut. To start the World RX season, the EKS Audi Sport squad
must assert itself against the teams from Volkswagen, Peugeot and Co. The event also marks
the first race as Audi driver for Norwegian Andreas Bakkerud.

At the final tests for all World RX teams in Silverstone, Ekstrom set the fastest time with the
new Audi S1 EKS RX quattro. “That was great confirmation for the entire team that has worked
extremely hard over the last few months,” says Ekstrom. “However, we’ll only really see exactly
where we are in Barcelona. For this reason alone it is the most exciting weekend of the year.”

The track in the Spanish metropolis is Ekstrém’s favorite. On his premiere in 2015, he made a
mistake in the semi-final at the extremely fast first corner, which cost him a possible win. In
both 2016 and 2017, the Audi driver was however unbeatable in Spain. “Barcelona is the
highlight of the year for me,” says Ekstrom. “When you charge towards Turn 7 - former Turn 1 -
and see the many fans in the grandstands you get goose bumps. You take this corner almost flat
out in fifth gear at around 150 to 160 km/h. I love the general layout of the track.”

Ekstrom’s new teammate Andreas Bakkerud also has fond memories of Barcelona. “I finished
third there last year and was on the podium,” says the Norwegian. “The track is fantastic, fast
and flowing. I travel there with a good feeling. We still have snow on the ground in Scandinavia,
which is why I'm really looking forward to some sun and warmth.”

“We are all intrigued to see how the new Audi S1 EKS RX quattro performs in its first race,” says
Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass. “Rallycross is still our smallest project and the
competition is very strong. Even so, everybody at EKS Audi Sport is fully motivated in 2018 to
fight for wins and the World Championship titles.”
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About Barcelona RX

Circuit Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya, 25 km north of Barcelona
Circuit length 1.135 km (Joker Lap: 1.235 km)

Surface 60.4 % tarmac, 39.6 % gravel

Turns 7 left, 4 right

Top speed approx. 171 km/h

Average speed approx. 95 km/h

Longest jump approx. 30 m

Lap record Johan Kristoffersson (S), 42.791s (2017)
Winner in 2017 Mattias Ekstrom (S), 4m 32.260s

Race length 4 laps (qualifying), 6 laps (semi-final and final)
Event Hashtag #CatalunyaRX

Schedule (CEST)

Saturday, April 14
09:00-11:40 Free practice
12:00-13:40 Qualifying 1 (Q1)
14:30-16:00 Qualifying 2 (Q2)

Sunday, April 15

08:30-09:30 Warm-up
10:00-11:00 Qualifying 3 (Q3)
11:00-12:40 Qualifying 4 (Q4)
15:00-15:40 Semi-final and final
15:50-15:55 Podium ceremony

-End -

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide
and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport
GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).

In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand,
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 fiscal
year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At present,
approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.
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