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Night shift for Audi at Le Mans  
 
 Accident of Loïc Duval overshadows first qualifying day  
 Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 will be prepared again from scratch 

overnight  
 First qualifying stopped early following accidents 

 
Ingolstadt/Le Mans, June 12, 2014 – Numerous incidents and red flags marked 
the first qualifying day for the Le Mans 24 Hours. After a shortened first 
qualifying session, Audi Sport Team Joest temporarily maintains grid positions 
five and six. The third Audi R18 e-tron quattro, following an accident in free 
practice, was not able to participate in the first qualifying session.  
 

Last year’s winner Loïc Duval lost control of his Audi R18 e-tron quattro in the 
Porsche Corners at over 270 km/h and hit the track barrier at high speed. Except for 

abrasions, the Audi driver was not injured. 
 

“The accident looked horrible,” said Chris Reinke, Head of LMP at Audi Sport. “It 
speaks for the safety concept of the Audi R18 and the Le Mans prototypes that Loïc 

survived the enormous crash nearly uninjured. We’re relieved to see that he’s well, 
considering the circumstances.”  

 
On Wednesday night, Audi Sport Team Joest began preparing a new car in the team 

garage so it is ready for the second qualifying session at Le Mans on Thursday. 
Instead of Loïc Duval, who stayed in the hospital overnight under observation, Marc 

Gené will be starting for Audi. The Spaniard has been part of the Audi Le Mans squad 
since 2011, completed several track tests with the current Audi R18 e-tron quattro 

and was originally planned to run in the Le Mans 24 Hours in an LMP2 sports car of 
the JOTA team.   

 
The drivers of car number ‘1’ still have to do their mandatory laps at night on 

Thursday in order to qualify for the race. The same is true for many other drivers, as 
the first qualifying session was stopped early after accidents and only 50 minutes of 

the originally planned two hours were available.   
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“That’s why the lap times we saw tonight are not very conclusive,” said Head of Audi 
Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “Marcel (Fässler) set a time in free practice that 

was two seconds below his qualifying time. Our cars aren’t optimally gripping to the 
track yet and have more potential than we were able to show today due to the 

special circumstances. The starting order will no doubt change again tomorrow. But 
the most important thing for the time being is that Loïc (Duval) is more or less well 

and can celebrate his 32nd birthday on Thursday.”  
 

The grid positions for the 82nd running of the Le Mans 24 Hours will be decided on 
Thursday night from 19.00 to 21.00 and 22.00 to 24.00.  

 
Results Qualifying 1 
  1 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 3m 23.157s 
  2 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) 3m 23.928s 

  3 Nakajima/Sarrazin/Wurz (Toyota) 3m 25.313s 
  4 Buemi/Davidson/Lapierre (Toyota) 3m 25.410s  

  5 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 3m 26.388s 
  6 Albuquerque/Bonanomi/Jarvis (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 3m 26.445s 

  7 Belicchi/Kraihamer/Leimer (Rebellion-Toyota) 3m 33.117s 
  8 Beche/Heidfeld/Prost (Rebellion-Toyota) 3m 34.922s 

  9 Canal/Pla/Rusinov (Morgan-Nissan) 3m 38.843s 
10 Chatin/Panciatici/Webb (Alpine-Nissan)  3m 39.490s 

 
– End – 

 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. As one 
of the most successful models, the Audi A3 has been awarded the title of “World Car of the Year 2014“ 
by an international jury of journalists (combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.1 – 3.2; combined CO2 
emissions in g/km: 165 – 85). In 2013, the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating 
profit of €5.03 billion. The company operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production 
facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava 
(Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta 
(Indonesia). Since the end of 2013, the brand with the Four Rings has also been producing cars in Foshan 
(China). In 2015, Audi will start production in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed by  
San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding 
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The company currently employs more than 
73,500 people worldwide, of which more than 52,500 in Germany. Total investment of around  
€22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi 
is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its 
products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 


