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Four Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars at test day 
for the Le Mans 24 Hours 
 
• Audi to test tire technology for 2014 
• Early preparation for new regulations  
• Marco Bonanomi planned as test driver 

 
Ingolstadt, April 19, 2013 – On June 9, 2013, Audi will be fielding four Audi R18 
e-tron quattro cars on the test day for the Le Mans 24 Hours. In addition to the 
cars number 1, 2 and 3 running under the nomination for the race, a fourth hybrid 
sports car designated as car number 4 will be testing for eight hours at La Sarthe. 
It is to gather valuable findings for the future, as Audi is preparing for a new tire 
generation together with partner Michelin.  
 
As of the 2014 season, a fundamentally new set of regulations will apply to sports 
prototypes. The new elements include a clearly reduced tire size. The smaller 
dimension corresponds to the current tire dimension for LMP2 sports cars (14 
instead of 16 inches overall width, 28 instead of 28.5 inches outer diameter). Other 
technical aspects of the future race cars significantly differ from this year’s models 
as well. For the first time, the amount of energy available when the car runs in a 
race will become a crucial factor of the race car concept.  
 
The aim is to successfully manage this change, which marks the most radical one in 
the LMP1 class to date, while ensuring maximum safety under permanent loads. 
Therefore, Audi is making a race car equipped with measuring technology available 
exclusively for tire testing on the test day. Aside from the racing event, this day 
provides the only opportunity during the year to use the circuit at Le Mans, as the 
tradition-steeped track primarily consists of public roads. The engineers are already 
in the process of simulating the aerodynamic effects and the axle loads to be 
expected with LMP1 race cars in 2014. Thus, the fourth R18 e-tron quattro will be 
running in a corresponding configuration in realistic conditions at the beginning of 
June. 
 
“Our objective is to generate a database for handling the future tires that is as 
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versatile and reliable as possible,” emphasizes Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. 
Wolfgang Ullrich. “The tires are an absolutely safety-relevant topic. The impending 
technological change is fundamental. Therefore, we are providing all the data being 
gathered to our long-standing partner Michelin as well. Ultimately, all Michelin 
partner teams will benefit from this. We thank the ACO and the FIA and WEC 
officials who paved the way for us to nominate a fourth car. This marks a 
commitment to high safety in racing.” 
 
The fourth Audi R18 e-tron quattro will be nominated under Audi Sport Team Joest’s 
entry and supported by a separate test team from Audi Sport. Reserve driver Marco 
Bonanomi (I) is the driver of this car and will be fully concentrating on the tire tests 
on June 9. 
 
– End – 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered more than 1,455,100 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2012. In 2012, 
the Company posted revenue of €48.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.4 billion. Audi produces 
vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels 
(Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 2012, CKD production of the Audi 
Q7 was added to the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the 
Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 
Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company 
is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr, Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels, Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports motorcycle 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). Audi currently employs more than 68,000 
people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings plans to invest a 
total of €11 billion by 2015 – mainly in new products and the expansion of production capacities – in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi 
is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 
and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.  
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik”, which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility.  


