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Formula E highlight on Lucas di Grassi’s doorstep 
 
• Electric racing series takes place in the Principality of Monaco this weekend 
• For the first time, the circuit passes the casino and through the tunnel 
• Lucas di Grassi: “Monaco is made for Formula E” 
 
Neuburg a. d. Donau, May 3, 2021 – Sainte Dévote, Mirabeau, La Rascasse – Monaco 
electrifies fans and drivers alike. The street circuit in the Principality is the declared 
favorite of Lucas di Grassi and René Rast from the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler team. Next 
Saturday (May 8), for the first time in its history, Formula E will be taking place on the 
famous longer version of the circuit, passing all of the iconic landmarks of the 
Mediterranean metropolis. 
 
“Monaco is made for Formula E. For me, it’s the race that I am looking forward to the most,” 
says Lucas di Grassi, who has lived in the Principality for years with his wife and two children. 
“With the long version of the circuit, we now drive past all of the iconic places. It will be a great 
experience for us as racing drivers and the scenes will also be fantastic for all of the spectators 
watching on TV. To race near my home, where I go jogging or shopping every day, is very 
special.” 
 
Through the first corner at the Sainte Dévote chapel, up to the casino, through the narrow 
hairpin at the Fairmont Hotel, into the famous tunnel, past the swimming pool, through the 
Rascasse and back onto the start-finish straight: The circuit, which has been newly homologated 
by the FIA (Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile) for Formula E and has a length of 3.320 
kilometers, differs from the Formula 1 version because of the curb placement at the first corner.  
 
While Lucas di Grassi twice took second place in the three Formula E appearances in Monaco so 
far, running on the shortened version of the track, it is the electric debut in the Principality for 
his teammate René Rast. Nevertheless, he has some very good memories from the venue. “The 
atmosphere in Monaco is incomparable. I drove in the Porsche Supercup there five times during 
Formula 1 weekends and won twice,” says the German, who is currently sixth in the drivers’ 
standings of the Formula E World Championship. He fully shares the enthusiasm of his fellow 
drivers: “Even as a child in front of the TV, Monaco was the highlight of the year for me. Now, it’s 
one of my favorite race tracks.” 
 
After the guest appearance on a permanent race track in Valencia, Formula E returns to a street 
circuit. “Racing in the heart of the city, like in Rome last time or in Monaco this weekend, that’s 
what makes Formula E so special,” says Team Principal Allan McNish, who also lives in the 
Principality with his family. The way to the paddock is only a short walk for him and Lucas di Grassi, 
and breakfast will still be served at their own kitchen tables. But, there is also respect. “Monaco is 
Monaco: it will be exciting to see whether, where and how well Formula E will overtake here. 
Qualifying will definitely play an important role.” While René will start in the presumably difficult 
first qualifying group, Lucas should find better track conditions in the last group. 
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Unlike the first three race weekends of the season, only one race will be held in Monaco, 
beginning at 4 pm (CEST) on Saturday. After a short breather, four double-headers will follow, 
each with two races on one weekend. Formula E appearances are planned to take place in Puebla 
(Mexico), New York (USA) and London (Great Britain), as well as the finale of the first world 
championship season with two races in Berlin on August 14 and 15. 
 
All of the international broadcasters, including broadcast schedules, can be found online at 
www.fiaformulae.com. 
 
In addition to the Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler factory team, the customer team Envision Virgin 
Racing will also be racing for points with the e-tron FE07 developed by Audi. This season, Nick 
Cassidy and Robin Frijns are competing for the British squad which, like Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler, has been a member of the Formula E family since the first race in 2014. 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 19 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). 

In 2020, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.693 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 7,430 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 48,042 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2020 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €50.0 billion and an operating profit before special items of €2.7 billion. 
At present, 87,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new 
models, innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of 
sustainable, individual premium mobility. 

 
 


