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DTM thriller at Spielberg: Audi celebrates 
unexpected one-two-three result 
 

• René Rast clinches third consecutive victory in front of Mike Rockenfeller and Nico 
Müller 

• Championship remains undecided three races before season ends 
• Drivers from all three Audi Sport teams on podium 
 

Spielberg, September 22, 2018 – Audi kept its promise of continuing to keep up suspense in 
the DTM title race on claiming a one-two-three result in Saturday’s spectacular race on the 
Red Bull Ring: By clinching his third consecutive victory Audi driver René Rast from Audi Sport 
Team Rosberg made up further ground on the two leading Mercedes-Benz drivers Paul Di 
Resta and Gary Paffett. Mike Rockenfeller (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) and Nico Müller (Audi 
Sport Team Abt Sportsline) completed Audi’s first one-two-three triumph this year.  
 
What a spectacle! Rain in qualifying, a track that was still partly wet in the race and two safety 
car periods were the ingredients that made the 17th round of the 2018 DTM season an all-time 

classic. Up until shortly before the race ended, Daniel Juncadella (Mercedes-Benz) looked like 
the sure winner. About halfway through the race the Spaniard had overtaken Mike Rockenfeller, 

who had been leading for a long time, and had an advantage of a little less than two seconds 
over the Audi driver when BMW driver Timo Glock caused a safety car period. During the IndyCar 

restart Juncadella violated the rules, which handed the Audi drivers behind him an unexpected 
opportunity that René Rast, Mike Rockenfeller and Nico Müller turned into their advantage in 

nothing flat.  
 

While Juncadella on the last lap was handed a drive-through penalty, Rockenfeller and Müller 
yielded to Rast in the last turn. “Obviously, you’d like to win yourself,” Rockenfeller said after 

the turbulent final phase. “But René is our only chance in the title race. That’s why, at this stage 
of the championship, it was clear that we’d help him. We managed that well today.”  

 
“Winning from ninth on the grid does not happen very often,” Rast said after scoring his seventh 

DTM success in total. “It was an incredibly tough race and Mike (Rockenfeller) and Nico (Müller) 
would have deserved victory and second place, respectively. But in view of my chance to continue 

to keep the championship undecided and thrilling it was of course fantastic that they helped 
me.”  

 
The fact that Rast at the restart three laps before the end overtook the BMW of Marco 

Wittmann, who had previously cost him a lot of time and several positions, played a crucial part 
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in this. It put him in the position of being able to accept the help from his brand colleagues. 

 
Rast’s teammate, Jamie Green, scored his best result of the season to date: The Briton advanced 

from 15th on the grid to position five. Robin Frijns in eleventh place just barely missed scoring a 
point even though he had been hit by a rival as early as on the starting lap and dropped to last 

place. Loïc Duval was not able to avoid his spinning brand colleague and was forced to retire as a 
result of the collision.  

 
“That was an incredible race with an incredible outcome for us,” said Head of Audi Motorsport 

Dieter Gass. “After qualifying, we hadn’t expected a one-two-three result, nor finishing with four 
cars in the top five. Today, simply everything played into our hands and we didn’t mind accepting 

the gifts from our competitors. We made no mistakes, whereas others did. That put us in the 
position to win the race. Obviously, that’s fantastic for us. Now we’re looking forward to 

tomorrow.”  
 

René Rast will enter the second race on Sunday (starting at 1 PM live on SAT.1) with a deficit of 
42 points to front runner Paul Di Resta and 33 points to Gary Paffett. Rast will be able to keep 

the title race open up until the finale at Hockenheim on October 13/14 if he doesn’t trail them 
by more than 56 points on Sunday night. Suspense in the DTM continues.  

 
– End – 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  
   

 
 


