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DTM Hockenheim: Audi Sport quotes 
 

Neuburg/Hockenheim, May 7, 2017 – The DTM delivered a tremendous season opener 
featuring two spectacular races at the Hockenheimring in front of 79,500 spectators 
(throughout the weekend). Following third place on Saturday, Audi achieved the first victory 
of the new Audi RS 5 DTM on Sunday. Quotes after the weekend that kicked off the 2017 
DTM. 
 
Dieter Gass (Head of Audi Motorsport) 
“It’s fantastic that we achieved our first victory with the new Audi RS 5 DTM right on the first 
race weekend. After the tests we were sure that we’d have a powerful car again this year. Still, 

we obviously didn’t know where we stood in comparison with our competitors. My thanks go to 
everyone who worked extremely hard in the past months and on this weekend. They can all leave 

Hockenheim with satisfaction and be happy about a tremendous showing of the DTM. You could 
hardly wish for more action and suspense.”  

 
Jamie Green (Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM #53) position 18 / position 1 
“Saturday was very hard for me. I was twelfth in qualifying and in the race became involved in an 
incident while overtaking on lap four. That was a frustrating day. On Sunday, there were mixed 

conditions in qualifying and the race, which is always difficult. We did a great job as a team and 
always had the right tires at the right time. I’m proud of the result. In spite of the penalty, I 

managed to stay in front. It’s great to win and give something back to the mechanics who 
invested so many hours of work in preparing the car. That’s the best reward I was able to give 

them.”  
 

Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM #99) position 3 / position 7 
“After qualifying on Saturday, all of us were shocked at first. But in the race we were able to 

show our strength. The car really ran well at Hockenheim. Obviously, driving from 16th to third 
was great for me. On Sunday, free practice and qualifying really went well too. Even pole 

position was possible but P5 was great as well. I had a good start, was in third, and thought that 
I was in contention for victory, but then everything was different after the restart. In view of the 

threat of rain, my early stop was also less than perfect. At least, I still managed to clinch 
position seven. We learned a lot, I was fast on a dry and a wet track. That’s why I’m already very 

much looking forward to the next races.”  
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Nico Müller (Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM #51) position 9 / position 5 
“I don’t mind taking these ten points home from the first two races, but for me it was an 

emotional roller coaster. On Saturday, I was the fastest Audi in qualifying, but only in grid 
position eight. During my first stint, I ruined my front tires in traffic, plus there was a pit stop at 

which a wheel nut got lost, which cost us six or seven seconds. After that, I was only able to 
recover from 14th to ninth. Qualifying on Sunday started well, but on a dry track I got stuck in 

traffic in the end. In turn one I was in a sandwich with Wickens. I’m very sorry for Loïc (Duval) 
because I caught him in the incident. With a puncture and an excursion into the gravel I 

recovered to position five, also thanks to the rain.” 
 

Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM #5) position 5 / position 11 
“Obviously, my victory in rallycross was fantastic, but unfortunately things weren’t going quite 

as well in the DTM. I’m pretty happy with my time at the wheel, but in the end we didn’t achieve 
the positions that would have actually been possible, so I’m definitely a little disappointed.” 

 
René Rast (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM #33) position 6 / retirement 
“Mixed emotions: very positive on the one hand because the team performance was right. I was 
happy with my performance too. Advancing from the pit lane to position six on Saturday was 

fun. After the first lap, I had a twelve-second deficit to the leader and only five after the last lap. 
So, more than sixth place would have been possible. Obviously, nobody can be happy with the 

result on Sunday. When you start from P2 you obviously want to arrive on podium. The start was 
bad and in turn 2, I was pushed off track by Paffett. That caused me to drop all the way to the 

rear of the field. The restart wasn’t bad but in turn 2, I was turned around by a BMW. That was 
it, unfortunately.” 

 
Loïc Duval (Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM #77) position 14 / retirement 
“This was my first DTM weekend so that I was really looking forward to it. As expected, it wasn’t 
easy to enter a new series with such a high level. These were difficult races from which, 

unfortunately, I wasn’t able to take home any points. That we significantly improved on Sunday 
after the difficulties on Saturday is a positive. With more fortunate timing in qualifying we 

might have even been in a better position on the grid. In the race, I initially made a good start, 
but then my race was unfortunately over after the collision in turn one.”  

 
Hans-Jürgen Abt (Team Director Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) 
“For the DTM and the fans this was a great opener with two spectacular races. That whets our 
appetite for more. Audi built a really strong car again as well. We scored the first points and 

showed that we’re able to deliver fast pit stops in this new format too. But, obviously, fifth 
places is not what we’re aiming for. We’re going to work hard to be stronger at the Lausitzring 

in two weeks’ time.” 
 

Ernst Moser (Team Director Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 
“It’s been a good season opener for Audi, for Phoenix and for our drivers. I believe that the 

DMSB has developed a good set of new regulations. The races have become more thrilling. The 
spectators saw spectacular races with many overtaking maneuvers. I’m a little unhappy about 
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the Indianapolis-style restart on Sunday. As a result, the field was mixed up pretty much. We 

still need to work on this. Everything else was good. We have a nice and fast car, so I’m 
confident that we’re going to be in contention this season and I’m already looking forward to 

the next race weekend at the Lausitzring.” 
 
Arno Zensen (Team Director Audi Sport Team Rosberg) 
“We’re happy that René Rast was not injured in his accident on Sunday. It was great that on his 

first race weekend with us he immediately started from the front row. It’s a shame that this 
went unrewarded after he already drove a sensational race on Saturday: starting from the pit 

lane and finishing sixth is a strong performance. We still have to find out why the door opened 
on the formation lap. Jamie’s (Green) victory was a sensation. He was driving in a different world 

on Sunday. The team, too, did a superb job.” 
 

 
– End – 
 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  


