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DTM: Audi with strong Sunday at Zandvoort 
 

• 1-2-3-4 win for Audi following Marco Wittmann’s (BMW) exclusion from the 
classification 

• Mike Rockenfeller inherits victory, first DTM podium for Loïc Duval 

• Mattias Ekström claims lead of the standings again in spite of puncture 

 
Neuburg/Zandvoort, August 20, 2017 – With a strong team performance in the second of the 
two DTM races at Zandvoort (Netherlands), Audi has maintained the lead in all three of the 
DTM classifications.   
 

Although the cars of competitor BMW were allowed to start with 15 kilograms less weight Mike 
Rockenfeller, Loïc Duval (both Audi Sport Team Phoenix), Mattias Ekström and Nico Müller (both 

Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) initially clinched positions two to five for Audi on track. After 
the original winner, Marco Wittmann (BMW), was excluded from the classification in the 

evening due to a breach of rules, Audi retroactively celebrated a 1-2-3-4 win. Jamie Green (Audi 
Sport Team Rosberg) in ninth place scored points as well. Only his teammate, René Rast, went 

home empty-handed on Sunday following a collision.   
 

Mike Rockenfeller had to admit defeat to Marco Wittmann by only 0.807 seconds in a race that 
remained a thriller up until the end. On his favorite track, the 2013 DTM Champion improved 

from sixth to second place at the start and, like Wittmann, pitted later than most of the 
competitors. On the tire-killing track at Zandvoort, this strategy proved to be the right choice on 

Sunday.  
 

After his pit stop on lap 13, Rockenfeller soon closed the gap to the leading Wittmann but was 
not able to overtake him. “Like yesterday, I was stuck in the transmission of a BMW and was 

hoping for Marco to make a mistake or for his tires to degrade more than mine. But that wasn’t 
the case,” said the Audi campaigner. “When you start from position six, a second place is 

superb. Inheriting a victory retroactively is not the same as clinching one on the race track. But 
the rules are like this and, obviously, I don’t mind taking home the additional points. For the 

team it’s fantastic that Loïc (Duval) finished on podium as well.”  
 

The French DTM rookie showed a strong performance throughout the weekend. After having 
been the fastest driver in the DTM for the first time in the morning’s free practice, he advanced 

in the race from position 13 on the grid to third place and set the fastest lap as well. Clinching 
his first points and first podium were the deserved reward. Position three retroactively even 
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became second place.  

 
Overjoyed after the race as well was Mattias Ekström, who with a hard-fought third place, 

recaptured the lead of the standings. Even shortly after the race’s midpoint, the Swede reported 
vibrations over team radio and a pressure loss on the front left wheel a few laps before the end 

of the race. Consequently, the Audi driver reduced pace in the right-hand turns and at the end of 
the long start-finish straight, thereby avoiding a tire blow-out. In doing so, he was shielded in 

the final stage by his young teammate Nico Müller, who came fourth behind Ekström. 
 

An extremely disappointing race was experienced by Audi Sport Team Rosberg which had started 
from promising positions four and five. Following a collision with Robert Wickens (Mercedes-

Benz) in the early stage, Jamie Green still went on from 17th to finish in the points. René Rast 
had to park his Audi RS 5 DTM with a damaged right rear suspension after being hit by Maro 

Engel (Mercedes-Benz) and, as a result, lost the lead of the standings to Mattias Ekström. 
 

“Obviously, that was very frustrating, not least because René (Rast) was running really well too,” 
said Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass. “Still, it was a good team result for us. It was an 

incredibly exciting race because up until the last minute we couldn’t be sure that Mattias 
(Ekström) would make it to the finish. We heard on the radio that he was having problems with 

the tire inflation pressure and we saw other drivers with punctures. Mike (Rockenfeller) drove 
another strong race and Loïc (Duval) has finally scored his first points – and immediately with a 

podium result.” 
  

Results of race 2: 
1 Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 37 laps in 

56m 33.404s 
2 Loïc Duval (Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) + 16.581s 

3 Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 58.073s 
4 Nico Müller (Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 58.620s 

5 Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz) + 58.848s 
6 Maxime Martin (BMW) + 59.390s 

9 Jamie Green (Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 1m 02.405s 
Not classified: 

René Rast (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg), 10 laps 
 

– End –  
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  
 


