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Disappointment in Canada: EKS Audi Sport only 
fourth  
  
• Mattias Ekström misses podium by a hair’s breadth 

• In spite of rocket start: Andreas Bakkerud’s race ends in semi-finals 

 
Trois-Rivières, August 5, 2018 – A crazy race weekend with many highs and lows: in round 
seven of the FIA World Rallycross Championship at Trois-Rivières, Canada, Mattias Ekström 
as the best Audi driver placed fourth with a small deficit.  
 
During the season’s first overseas race both Mattias Ekström and his teammate, Andreas 
Bakkerud, shone with strong starts and fast times. On the extremely fast circuit, Ekström in the 
580-hp Audi S1 EKS RX quattro featuring improvements to the suspension and the engine 
occupied second place overall at the end of day one. After a racing incident between Ekström’s 
Audi and Sébastien Loeb’s Peugeot, the Swede was unable to finish Q3. With an impressive 
second place in the semi-finals, Ekström clinched his ticket for the final, but missed the podium 
there by just 1.2 seconds.   
 
From third on the grid, Andreas Bakkerud showed a rocket start in the second semi-final and 
advanced to the front of the field. “Unfortunately, Sébastien Loeb touched the rear of my car 
which resulted in damage to a suspension component,” the Norwegian reported. Even so, he did 
not give up and in his Audi impressively fought his way across the finish line in fourth position 
but barely missed making it into the final.  
 
“We had a really good base,” said team owner and driver Mattias Ekström summing up the 
event. “For instance, we strongly improved our starts since the beginning of the season. 
Obviously, we’re disappointed about not being able to take home any trophies from the first 
overseas race of the season, but the gaps here were very small and the competition worked hard 
as well so that a few small mistakes had major consequences. We need to continue to prepare at 
full throttle in order to strike back in the next race at Lohéac.”  
 
In four weeks’ time, the World RX will return to Europe: round eight of the season will be held at 
Lohéac (France) on the first weekend in September.  
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2018 FIA World RX – round 7, Trois-Rivières – results of final 
1 Johan Kristoffersson (S) Volkswagen 5m 00.190s 
2 Timmy Hansen (S)  Peugeot + 0.696s 
3 Sébastien Loeb (F)  Peugeot + 2.147s 
4 Mattias Ekström (S) Audi  + 3.366s 
5 Petter Solberg (N)  Volkswagen + 4.038s 
6 Janis Baumanis (LV)  Ford  + 9.950s 
 
2018 FIA World RX (after 7 of 12 rounds) 
1 Johan Kristoffersson (S) Volkswagen 195 points 
2 Sébastien Loeb (F)  Peugeot 140 points 
3 Timmy Hansen (S)  Peugeot 140 points 
4 Andreas Bakkerud (N) Audi  139 points 
5 Petter Solberg (N)  Volkswagen 139 points 
6 Mattias Ekström (S) Audi  134 points  
 
2018 FIA World RX teams’ standings (after 7 of 12 rounds) 
1 PSRX Volkswagen Sweden   334 points  
2 Team Peugeot Total    280 points 
3 EKS Audi Sport    273 points 
 
– End – 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  
 
 


