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Disappointing DTM opener for Audi  
 
• Timo Scheider in sixth place best Audi driver at Hockenheim 
• Two Audi RS 5 DTM cars in the points 
• 87,000 spectators experience turbulent start into the season 
 

Ingolstadt/Hockenheim, May 5, 2013 – With an Audi RS 5 DTM at the front of the 
field, the new DTM season started at Hockenheim with 87,000 spectators 
(throughout the weekend) in attendance. After 42 spectacular laps with plenty of 
on-track action and gripping overtaking maneuvers the opening round ended in a 
disappointment for Audi. With Timo Scheider and Mike Rockenfeller in positions 
six and eight, only two Audi drivers scored points.  
 
After having started from the pole position, Timo Scheider in the AUTO TEST Audi RS 
5 DTM of Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline made an optimal start and immediately 
took the lead. Up to a safety car period on lap six he was engaged in a duel with the 
subsequent winner Augusto Farfus. While most of the drivers, including Farfus, 
immediately made their first mandatory pit stop Scheider was only called into the 
pits by his team a lap later, which caused him to drop to the end of the field.  
 
Scheider managed to advance again from 18th place to position six. During his 
recovery he managed posting the third-fastest race lap. Shortly before the finish, 
the Audi driver still caught up with Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz) and Bruno 
Spengler (BMW) but was no longer able to attack the two DTM Champions.  
 
“Unfortunately, this wasn’t our day,” Timo Scheider said after the race. “During the 
safety car period we didn’t optimally respond. As a result, we threw away a better 
place. But the important thing is that we had the speed in the race – we’re going to 
fully attack again at Brands Hatch.” 
 
Another driver to advance into the points was Mike Rockenfeller, who had started in 
the Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM of Audi Sport Team Phoenix from position 14. Despite 
losing some time due to a slow second pit stop and a few tussles, the 2010 Le Mans 
winner finished the season opener in eighth place.   
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Jamie Green (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM) tried to make up ground by a long last stint 
on option tires. For failure to comply with the track limit, the Briton initially received 
a lap penalty and subsequently a drive-through. As a result, Green had to settle for 
14th place.  
 
Miguel Molina suffered a puncture in his Audi RS 5 DTM right on the starting lap. 
Filipe Albuquerque (Audi Financial Services RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) 
received a drive-through penalty for exceeding the speed limit in the pit lane. Molina 
and Albuquerque finished the race in positions 15 and 16. 
 
Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM), Edoardo Mortara (Playboy Audi RS 5 
DTM) and Adrien Tambay (Audi ultra RS 5 DTM) did not finish the race. Mattias 
Ekström damaged the front end of his RS 5 DTM in the commotion of the starting 
lap, subsequently lost the hood and ultimately had to give up because of damage to 
the driveline. The front splitter of Edoardo Mortara’s car was so heavily damaged on 
the starting lap that continuing to drive made no sense. “Iron Man” Adrien Tambay 
had to park his RS 5 DTM after only four laps due to a fire in the engine 
compartment.   
 
“That was a disappointing season opener for Audi,” said Dieter Gass, Head of DTM at 
Audi Sport. “None of our cars made it without any incidents. Particularly frustrating 
was the fact that we didn’t call Timo (Scheider) into the pits right on the first lap of 
the safety car, which deprived him of a possible podium finish. That he was able to 
advance from 18th all the way to sixth place by achieving strong lap times shows 
that more would have been possible today.”  
 
The next DTM race is on the calendar at Brands Hatch on the outskirts of London 
(Great Britain) only two weeks from now.  
 
– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered 1.455.123 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2012. In 2012, the Company 
posted revenue of €48.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.4 billion. Audi produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The 
Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 2012, CKD production of the Audi Q7 was added to 
the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, 
production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began 
in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more 
than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. 
(Győr, Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. 
(Brussels, Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). Audi currently employs more than 70,000 people worldwide, including 
around 50,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings plans to invest a total of €11 billion by 2015 – 
mainly in new products and the expansion of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s 
technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in 
Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 
2016.  
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik”, which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility.  
 

 
 


