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Comeback by Edoardo Mortara at Moscow 
 

• Audi driver makes up eleven positions in Sunday’s race  
• Strong race after weak qualifying  
• Müller, Tambay and Ekström finish in the points as well 
 

Ingolstadt/Moscow, August 21, 2016 – What a race for Edoardo Mortara: The Italian from 
Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline in his Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM advanced from grid 
position 17 to sixth place in the second race at the Moscow Raceway (Russia) on Sunday. 
Following a disappointing qualifying session, Audi showed a strong race.  
 
In the battle for the best grid positions in the morning, none of the eight Audi drivers managed 

the leap into the top ten. Youngster Nico Müller in the Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM in position twelve 
was the best Audi driver on the grid. The title hopefuls Edoardo Mortara and Jamie Green 

(Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) even had to settle for grid positions 
17 and 19. “We didn’t manage to get the tires to work precisely the way they should have in 

qualifying,” said Dieter Gass, Head of DTM at Audi Sport. “The right compromise between a fast 
lap in qualifying and the long race distance is difficult sometimes. We need to carefully analyze 

this.”  
 

In the race, the Audi RS 5 DTM then were among the fastest cars, which Nico Müller’s fastest lap 
proved as well. With a total of four drivers in the points Audi still managed to score a 

respectable result in the light of the difficult starting base.  
 

The man of the race was Edoardo Mortara. The Italian made up five positions right on lap one 
and subsequently continued to thrill the spectators with spectacular overtaking maneuvers. On 

the penultimate lap, he bumped Mercedes-Benz driver Daniel Juncadella from position six. In 
the last turn, Mortara still attacked Saturday’s winner Robert Wickens as well and saw the 

checkered flag in a photo finish alongside the Mercedes-Benz. On the finish line, Mortara was 
short merely 67 thousandths of a second from position five.  

 
“It was a good race for me. I gave my best,” said Mortara following his comeback. “Initially, I 

was struggling quite a bit with the new set of tires. But then grip came and I was able to close 
the gap to the guys in front of me. I tried to put pressure on them and that worked out pretty 

well. Obviously, having had a number of Audi cars around me helped today too. That was good 
teamwork and a nice feeling.” 
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Behind Mortara three other Audi drivers, Nico Müller, Adrien Tambay (Speedweek.com Audi RS 5 

DTM) and Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM), who drove a similarly strong race as the 
Italian, finished in the points. Miguel Molina at the wheel of the Teufel Audi RS 5 DTM in 

position eleven missed scoring a point in the thrilling finale by only 0.107 seconds. Timo 
Scheider (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM) and Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 

DTM, both Audi Sport Team Phoenix) advanced from grid positions 23 and 20 to 13th and 15th 
place.  

 
A comeback that went unrewarded was the one by Jamie Green who had started qualifying with 

a slight delay after having his power steering system changed. The Briton advanced similarly 
fast as Edoardo Mortara on the first few laps, but lost all chances of scoring points as a result of 

two drive-through penalties – the first one due to a collision and the second one for driving too 
fast in the pit lane.   

 
“Following our truly catastrophic qualifying, we at least managed to bring four cars into the 

points,” Dieter Gass said, summing up the Sunday. “Some of our drivers were very fast for long 
stretches. Edo (Mortara) drove a superb race. He battled from the beginning to the end and 

made no mistakes. But obviously we can’t be happy with our overall results today.”  
 

– End – 
 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the second half of 2016, the production of 
the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 
2015 financial year, the Audi Group achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the company all over the world, 
about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the 
future of mobility. 
 


