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Audi with good performance but lack of 
fortune 
 
 Audi R18 TDI beaten below its potential at the 6-hour race 
 Both cars were leading but dropped back due to collisions 
 Positions two and seven after a thrilling race 

 
Ingolstadt/Silverstone, September 11, 2011 – The 6-hour race at Silverstone 
(Great Britain) in which the two Audi R18 TDI cars of Audi Sport Team Joest on 
positions two and seven were beaten below their performance potential was 
perfect advertising for the new FIA World Endurance Championship to be 
launched in 2012. 

  
From the first lap on the spectators at the fifth round of the Intercontinental Le 

Mans Cup (ILMC) witnessed fascinating duels between the diesel sports cars from 
Audi and Peugeot. It took Allan McNish in the Audi R18 TDI designated as car 

number “2” only eight laps to grab the lead from the Peugeot driven by Frenchman 
Sébastien Bourdais who had started from the pole position. In the “sister car” Timo 

Bernhard was putting pressure on Franck Montagny in the second Peugeot before 
the Frenchman touched another vehicle and spun off the track.  

  
Afterwards Allan McNish and Sébastien Bourdais at the front of the field overtook 

each other several times. Shortly before the end of the first hour the number “2” car 
lost any chance for victory when the Audi driver was hit by a GT vehicle. Replacing 

the front left suspension cost six laps and caused the R18 TDI #2 to drop to the rear 
of the field. Although the steering wheel was no longer perfectly straight after the 

repair Allan McNish and Tom Kristensen in the end managed to recover to position 
seven. That the opponent in the accident had to sit a longer stop-and-go penalty 

was only little consolation to the two.  
  
All the hopes of Audi Sport Team Joest then rested on Timo Bernhard and Marcel 
Fässler in the #1 Audi R18 TDI that was fighting a thrilling duel for the lead with the 

second Peugeot.  
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A particularly impressive performance was delivered by Marcel Fässler, who in the 
third hour made up a gap of over 30 seconds to Simon Pagenaud in the Peugeot, 

overtook the Frenchman and moved to the front of the field.   
  
After the driver change Timo Bernhard defended the lead despite the fact that the 
rear of the Audi R18 TDI had previously been damaged during slight body contact 

between Fässler and a slower prototype resulting in a loss of downforce on the rear 
axle.   
  
More serious though was the fact that in the incident the right taillight of the R18 

TDI had come off. The regulations required Audi Sport Team Joest to change the 
rear bodywork of the car at the next pit stop. Although this was done in record time 

the time loss of more than a minute was crucial for the outcome of the race. At the 
finish Timo Bernhard and Marcel Fässler were 89 seconds short of clinching victory.  
  
Fans will not have to wait long for the next race of the fascinating sports 

prototypes: The penultimate round of the Intercontinental Le Mans Cup that will 
become the FIA World Endurance Championship in 2012 will be held at Road 

Atlanta (U.S. state of Georgia) on October 1. 
 
 

Quotes after the race 
 

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “I’m pretty disappointed. We had 
the performance today to win the race. The cars were quick and the team did a 

perfect job. We didn’t do anything wrong but were simply unfortunate – and not just 
once but twice. We lost so much time in the process that it was no longer possible 

to win the race.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 TDI #1): “It was a great race. We pushed. Based on our 
pace we could have really been in contention for victory. The car was really good 

today. So it’s a real shame that I had two collisions in which the car was damaged. 
We simply lost too much time due to the repair.” 

 
Timo Bernhard (Audi R18 TDI #1): “I think we showed a nice race. Second place is 

good – but we had the potential for more. The performance was good enough for 
victory because we were battling for the lead across long stretches of the race. It 

wasn’t meant to be. We lost time in traffic as a result of me going into a spin once, 
Marcel (Fässer) had a collision that required a repair due to the regulations. Too bad, 
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but I think we can still be satisfied. We delivered a good show today. And, most 

importantly, the team did a tremendous job of pulling together.” 
 

Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 TDI #2): “A really great race with four cars battling for 
every centimeter. Especially the early phase was tricky and when the #8 Peugeot got 

entangled in a collision things were looking very good for us. But then Allan 
(McNish) unfortunately had the issue and had to pit to have the front left 

suspension changed. The mechanics did a fantastic job in the pits repairing the 
damage. From then on we were six laps down trying to get home and helping our 

‘sister’ car in any way we could. I feel very sorry that we weren’t all the way in front 
particularly for our crew.  But you can be sure that next time, at Road Atlanta, we 

will battle for the big cigar again.” 
 

Allan McNish (Audi R18 TDI #2): “It’s a frustrating result considering our 
performance over the weekend. We had a good car in qualifying and a very good car 

at the beginning of the race.  I had a fantastic battle with Sébastien Bourdais. Once I 
came a bit too close to the pit wall when I overtook him into turn 1. But I have to say 

it was a clean and fair fight. Unfortunately it ended too early when a Ferrari had 
taken a rather strange ‘line,’ damaging my left front suspension. That basically 

ended our race and also his as he was given a one-minute stop-and-go penalty. That 
put us down six laps and it was a recovery drive from then on. We learned a lot more 

here about the R18 TDI for Petit Le Mans and China but were taken out of the battle 
to win.”   

 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “That was a real shame! 

We had the pace today. It would have been a nice battle through to the end. In the 
final analysis, we were lacking exactly the time we lost due to the repair. Collisions 

are simply inevitable in dense traffic in such a large field. The rules now require this 
kind of damage to be repaired. We tried to minimize the time loss. That also worked 

out because we did the driver and tire changes at the same time. But it still took 
more than a minute and that could simply not be made up. The other car showed a 

great recovery to position seven. Allan (McNish) and Tom (Kristensen) were very 
quick too but once you’ve lost six laps you’re no longer in contention. If you want to 

win against such strong competition you simply can’t afford anything. Nevertheless: 
I really want to thank the team. They did a superb job. The pit stops were a bit faster 

than those of Peugeot. Now we’re going to strike at Atlanta!” 
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Results 

 
1 Bourdais/Pagenaud (Peugeot) 190 laps in in 6h 00m 13.255s 

2 Bernhard/Fässler (Audi R18 TDI) + 1m 29.763s 
3 Nicolet/Prémat/Pla (Oak-Pescarolo-Judd) - 5 laps 

4 Belicchi/Boullion (Lola-Toyota) - 5 laps 
5 Lahaye/Moreau/Ragues (Oak-Pescarolo-Judd) - 5 laps 

6 Collard/Tinseau/Jousse (Pescarolo-Judd) - 5 laps 
7 Kristensen/McNish (Audi R18 TDI) - 6 laps 

8 Montagny/Sarrazin (Peugeot) - 9 laps 
9 Fernandez/Primat/Klien (Lola-Aston Martin) - 11 laps 

10 Ojjeh/Lombard/Kimber-Smith (Zytek-Nissan) - 12 laps 
 

ILMC LMP1 manufacturers standings after 5 of 7 rounds: 
1 Peugeot 153 points; 2 Audi, 108. 
 
ILMC LMP1 team standings after 5 of 7 rounds: 
1 Peugeot Sport Total, 81 points; 2 Audi Sport Team Joest, 74; 3 Team Oreca 
Matmut, 34; 4 Rebellion Racing, 33; 5 Oak Racing, 16; 6 Aston Martin Racing, 4. 
 
– End – 

 

 

 

 
The Audi Group delivered around 1,092,400 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2010. The Company 
posted revenue of €35.4 billion and an operating profit of €3.3 billion in 2010. In the first half of 2011, 
the Audi Group sold 652,970 vehicles bearing the four rings worldwide and achieved record figures in 
terms of revenue (€21.5 billion) and operating profit (€2.5 billion). Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in 
India saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007, of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008 and of the Audi Q5 in July 2010. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels 
plant since May 2010. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA 
MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro GmbH in 
Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 60,000 people worldwide, including around 46,600 in 
Germany. Between 2011 and 2015 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest more than €11 
billion, mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its 
“Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 
42.  
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the 
Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 
 
 


