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Audi wins “race before the race”

* Impressive performance by Audi Sport Team Joest at Road Atlanta
* Audi R15 TDI was rebuilt in record time after an accident
* Both cars on the second row of the grid

Ingolstadt/Road Atlanta, October 1, 2010 - Audi Sport Team Joest shone with an
unusual performance on the day before the “Petit Le Mans” race at Road Atlanta
(U.S. state of Georgia). After an accident in the morning’s free practice session the
Le Mans winning team managed to prepare the heavily damaged Audi R15 TDI of
Dindo Capello, Tom Kristensen and Allan McNish again in record time for

qualifying.

Just before the end of the last free practice session on Friday morning Dindo Capello
had slipped off the track in turn 3. The front end of the Audi R15 TDI got stuck on a
bump in the rough field and was pushed under the car in such an unfortunate way
that the left-hand side of the monocoque was damaged. For safety reasons Audi
Sport Team Joest decided to change the monocoque. In less than four and a half
hours the car was completely dismantled and prepared again. A few minutes before
the qualifying session started Dindo Capello drove the R15 TDI into the pits
accompanied by a round of resounding applause.

Capello subsequently thanked the mechanics by clinching grid position four in the
field of 45 vehicles - less than one second behind the Peugeot of the quickest in
qualifying, Anthony Davidson.

Impressive as well was the performance of Benoit Treluyer, who contestedthe first
qualifying event in his career at the wheel of a sports prototype and missed the
front row on a track which is new to him by just two tenths of a second to finish in
third place.

This means that on Saturday at 11 a.m. local time (5 p.m. in Germany) both Audi

R15 TDI cars fielded by Audi Sport Team Joest will start to the race at Road Atlanta
covering 1000 miles or a maximum of ten hours from the second row of the grid.
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Audi has won the event nine times in the past ten years - most recently in 2008
when Allan McNish after an accident just before the start of the race had to make a
late start from the pit lane with a two-lap gap and still won in the end together with
Dindo Capello.

Quotes after qualifying

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “This was a very strong team
performance. After the accident in free practice this morning it didn’t look like we’d
be going into qualifying with two cars. But the team did an incredibly good job of
working together. It concentrated on properly preparing the car again for the race.
That they even managed to get the car ready for qualifying is an exceptional feat for
which the squad deserves a round of resounding applause. We’re on positions three
and four of the grid with a little less than a half-second gap. With such small gaps
you can go into a 10-hour race and try to convert it into a victory.”

Marcel Fassler (Audi R15 TDI #9): “We tried a large number of different set-up
versions. At the moment it looks like we found the right direction. ‘Ben’ drove a
great qualifying, his time was good. He was also very pleased with the car. That
makes me feel confident for the race tomorrow.”

André Lotterer (Audi R15 TDI #9): “‘Ben’ did a good job by taking third place in
qualifying. We know that Peugeot is a little faster than we are. But our starting base
for the race is good. Another good thing is the fact that we’ve continued to improve
the car. If we keep working a little more in this direction we should have a good car
for the race.”

Benoit Treluyer (Audi R15 TDI #9): “I drove a qualifying in a prototype for the first
time. I enjoyed it, it was fun. We notably improved the car between this morning
and this afternoon. The car was good to drive in qualifying and more stable at the
rear than it had been in the previous sessions. I was able to attack and came close to
the times posted by the Peugeots. I'm pleased.”

Dindo Capello (Audi R15 TDI #7): “I've got to really congratulate the crew: to
prepare such a heavily damaged car again in such a short time is really exceptional.
It shows yet again why we’ve won so many races and championships with this team.
These guys are simply great. Of course the car didn’t have optimal balance in
qualifying and was difficult to drive. The lap time I was able to drive under these
conditions makes me optimistic for tomorrow. Now we need to correct a few minor
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things, put the car on the measurement platform and then we should be able to
attack tomorrow.”

Tom Kristensen (Audi R15 TDI #7): “It’s great to be back again in the United States
and at Road Atlanta. In 2002 I won the championship and the race here with Audi
Sport Team Joest. It was a very action-packed week. We’ve got to thank the
mechanics who did a fantastic job. If you’ve had a damaged chassis just a few hours
before, grid position four isn’t so bad. The race will be hard and long on this short
track with such a large number of cars. 90 percent of the corners are blind ones. This
race is always prone to be exciting. We drivers and the guys in the pit lane have to be
fully concentrated all the time. Audi’s aim is always the same: we want to try and

”

win.

Allan McNish (Audi R15 TDI #7): “This circuit is fast and flowing, tight and twisty.
It punishes any type of problem. We learned that in the past now and then and Audi
Sport mastered the situation every time and afterwards showed great races. The
mechanics had a lot of work to to to prepare the car for qualifying. The ‘sister car’
suggested that we’re a bit closer than previous sessions proved. I'm pretty sure that
we’ll be in the middle of the fight tomorrow.”

Ralf Jittner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Actually, there’s not
much I'd like to say about the qualifying itself - just that ‘Ben’ and ‘Dindo,’ too, did a
great job of driving. But the biggest compliment goes to the squads of both cars
who worked together tremendously well. We’d already mentally kissed the
qualifying for car number ‘7’ goodbye. That the guys managed this feat shows yet
again what kind of a great team we’ve got. The car is running. Obviously, it wasn’t
completely perfect yet in qualifying, but it wasn’t all that bad either because ‘Dindo’
was just half a second slower than ‘Ben.” We'll try and sort that for tomorrow. The
fact that the Peugeots are in front didn’t come as a total surprise. The gap is about
in the range we’d been calculating. I'm pretty optimistic for the race.”
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Qualifying results

1 Gené/Wurz/Davidson (Peugeot) 1m 07.187s

2 Lamy/Montagny/Sarrazin (Peugeot) 1m 07.409s

3 Fassler/Lotterer/Treluyer (Audi R15 TDI) 1m 07.610s
4 Capello/Kristensen/McNish (Audi R15 TDI) 1m 08.112s
5 Field/Field (Lola) 1m 10.128s

6 Dyson/Smith/Meyrick (Lola-Mazda) 1m 10.417s

7 Graf/Maassen/Luhr (Porsche) 1m 10.548 s

8 Brabham/Pagenaud/Franchitti (Acura) 1m 10.661s

9 Willman/Burgess/McMurry (Lola) 1m 14.109s

10 Gonzalez/Diaz/Lewis (Oreca) 1m 15.296s

The Audi Group sold around 950,000 cars of the Audi brand in 2009. The Company posted revenue of
€29.8 billion and an operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and
Neckarsulm (Germany), Gyoér (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October
2008. Production of the new Audi Al has been running at the Brussels plant since May 2010. The
Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include
AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy)
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion,
mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung
durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42.

Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels - with the aim of making the future
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.
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