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Audi second in turbulent race in Mexico 
 
• Thrilling performances by both driver squads in Mexican debut 
• Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer second following recovery 
• Lucas di Grassi/Loïc Duval/Oliver Jarvis score important points in manufacturers’ 

standings 
 

Ingolstadt/Mexico City, September 3, 2016 – Audi showed a strong battle in round five of the 
FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). Following Audi’s pole position, both Audi R18 
cars took turns leading the race in Mexico in the early stage. Car number 8, however, lost 
more than 30 minutes after suffering damage at the end of the third hour. The number 7 
sister car recovered from fifth to second place following some setbacks.   
 
The premiere of the FIA WEC in Mexico City was more than varied. As previously at the 
Nürburgring, Audi fought a close battle for victory with Porsche. In the first half of the race, the 
number 8 Audi R18 had the best chance for victory. Lucas di Grassi (BR) took the lead early from 
his teammate André Lotterer (D) and, running in position one, turned driving duties over to Loïc 
Duval (F). The Frenchman maintained his place in the group of front runners as well. When 
Oliver Jarvis (GB) took over car number 8, a technical defect occurred on his first lap. The left 
front wheel bearing failed so that the Briton had no chance when braking to enter the next turn 
and drove into a tire barrier. The subsequent repairs cost the squad more than 30 minutes.   
 
At this point in time, when rain set in, Audi Sport Team Joest opted for intermediate tires. André 
Lotterer proved it was a perfect choice for the shower. The German recovered to the front of the 
field in this stage: a remarkable performance as car number 7 had previously dropped to fifth 
place. In spite of correct calculations and impeccable pit stop instructions, the race car with 
Marcel Fässler (CH) at the wheel had run out of fuel in the pit lane so the team had to push it 
into its correct position and lost a lot of time. While Lotterer was battling for victory in the final 
stage a defect in the brake system occurred. This cost additional time, so the team ultimately 
had to settle for position two after six hours of racing. Consequently, an Audi driver squad 
mounted the podium for the fifth time this year, marking the best result of the season to date 
for Fässler and Lotterer. 
 
“This comeback was a strong performance by André, Marcel and the entire team,” said Head of 
Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “That we were in contention for victory up until the last 
hour of the race proves how strong we basically were in Mexico, which makes it all the more 
regrettable that these technical issues deprived us of our chances for victory.” Car number 8 
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ultimately crossed the finish line in position 27 following a repair of the hydraulic system. While 
di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis received no points for this in the drivers’ classification, they secured ten 
points for Audi in the manufacturers’ classification in addition to the 18 scored by their 
teammates.  
 
The next race is coming up in two weeks’ time. Audi will contest round six of the FIA WEC at 
Austin. On the race track in Texas, the brand with the four rings has celebrated two victories 
since 2013. 
 
Race results 
 
1 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 230 laps 
2 Fässler/Lotterer (Audi R18) +1m 01.442s 
3 Conway/Kobayashi/Sarrazin (Toyota) +1m 09.709s 
4 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) +1m 30.004s 
5 Imperatori/Kraihamer/Tuscher (Rebellion) –12 laps 
6 Albuquerque/Gonzalez/Senna (Ligier-Nissan) –20 laps 
7 Lapierre/Menezes/Richelmi (Alpine-Nissan) –20 laps 
8 Cumming/Dalziel/Derani (Ligier-Nissan) –23 laps 
9 Kane/Leventis/Williamson (Gibson-Nissan) –23 laps 
10 Diaz/Gonzalez/Junqueira (Gibson-Nissan) –23 laps 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the second half of 2016, the production of 
the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 
2015 financial year, the Audi Group achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the company all over the world, 
about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the 
future of mobility. 
 
 


