
 

 

                         

1/4 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Audi R8 LMS on grid positions one and five 
 
• Best time for Jöns/Mies/O’Young in Australia 
• Eddy/Lowndes/Luff to start from third row at Bathurst 
• Quickest trio donates 5,000-dollar prize money to a charity 

 
Ingolstadt/Bathurst, February 25, 2012 – Phoenix Racing managed to score an 
excellent result in qualifying for the Bathurst 12 Hours in unusual conditions. The 
six racers had to lap the challenging circuit in Australia fast but not too fast as 
those who stay below a specified minimum time at Mount Panorama in qualifying 
have to compete in the race with ballast. Heavy traffic on the circuit and two 
kangaroos that crossed the track in the first qualifying session made the task even 
more difficult.  
 
Kangaroo meets kangaroo: The first encounter of the black number “1” Audi R8 LMS 
sporting a kangaroo design with a real pouched mammal occurred right at the 
beginning of the first qualifying session. Christopher Mies (D) was on his warm-up lap 
when two of the Australian marsupials were hobbling across the track in front of him. 
Unfazed, the 22-year-old professional racer managed to set a lap time of 2m 
09.1254s on lap three of an unusual qualifying session: The best time set by each of 
the three drivers of a vehicle is aggregated for the starting grid. The other special 
feature of this format: Those who require less than 2m 08s per lap have to run with 50 
kilograms of ballast in the race. In addition, this best time is cancelled.  
 
Christer Jöns (D), who as Mies’ team-mate is running at Bathurst for the first time, 
immediately achieved a time of 2m 10.3129s despite heavy traffic on the track. Darryl 
O’Young from Hong Kong, who won last year’s race together with Christopher Mies, 
completed the qualifying session for car number “1” with a time of 2m 09.2213s. The 
international driver squad thus secured the pole position. The team donated the prize 
money of 5,000 Australian dollars for the best time in qualifying to a charity. The sum 
will go to the Inwood family from Bathurst who will be burdened by exceptional costs 
due to an impending organ transplant.  
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The second Audi R8 LMS with the Australian driver trio completed the team’s success. 
Mark Eddy/Craig Lowndes/Warren Luff, who started from position one at Bathurst last 
year, drove their white number “2” R8 LMS to grid position five. The fastest lap of the 
weekend in an Audi was achieved by Warren Luff. He lapped the 6.213-kilometer 
roller-coaster circuit in 2m 08.9396s. Craig Lowndes achieved a time of 2m 10.0394s. 
Team United Autosports with its drivers Alain Li/Mark Patterson/Frank Yu will start 
into the race in another Audi R8 LMS from position seven.  
 
In the afternoon’s second qualifying session in hotter outside temperatures no further 
lap time improvements were possible. At the same time, Team Phoenix Racing which 
is competing in Australia for the first time saved valuable sets of tires for the race. The 
Bathurst 12 Hours will start on Sunday at 6:15, local time (Saturday night 20:15 
Central European time). All fans can watch the race on www.audi.tv by live streaming 
provided by the organizer.  
 
 
Quotes after qualifying 
 
Romolo Liebchen (Head of Customer Sport quattro GmbH): “We successfully 
mastered a challenging task at Bathurst. We weren’t allowed to break the sound 
barrier of 2m 08s yet had to fight for every tenth as our rivals were aiming to get as 
close to this time as possible too. One opponent even beat the mark and now has to 
add 50 kilos of ballast. In heavy traffic on the narrow track our drivers hardly caught a 
free lap. We deliberately avoided risks and now we’re in front despite our conservative 
strategy. ‘Well done’ to Christer Jöns, Christopher Mies and Darryl O’Young who 
achieved the fastest time with a balanced performance. We also know though that in 
the 12 racing hours on Sunday endurance qualities count, not grid positions. We’re 
extremely well prepared for this endurance race with the R8 LMS.” 
 
Ernst Moser (Team Director Phoenix Racing): “The aim was for all drivers to be in a 
lap time window of 2m 08.5s to 2m 09.5s. We didn’t quite make that but came 
relatively close. When Mark (Eddy) was driving he repeatedly saw red flags, so he 
couldn’t improve his time of 2m 13.2949s. Afterwards, we didn’t take any more risks. 
We’re pleased with our grid positions. For Phoenix Racing, Bathurst is a nice new 
challenge which we truly enjoy. With its combinations of turns and 170 meters of 
vertical difference it reminds us of the Nürburgring-Nordschleife. We feel very 
comfortable in Australia.” 
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Christer Jöns (Audi Top Service R8 LMS #1) 
“Grid position one is very nice. My team-mates did a really good job. Unfortunately, I 
wasn’t able to take advantage of the tires’ top performance because I was driving in 
traffic. I set my personal best time when the tires had started degrading. Still, the 
aggregate of our times was enough for the best result.” 
 
Christopher Mies (Audi Top Service R8 LMS #1) 
“On my first run at Bathurst in a year I saw the kangaroos in qualifying of all times. 
But I wasn’t on a flying lap yet so nothing happened. When I started, the tire pressure 
was a bit too low. We then improved that for Darryl (O’Young) and Christer (Jöns) once 
more. Still, I was driving a pretty decent time on the track that at first was relatively 
clear. Afterwards, Christer and Darryl did very good laps as well. I believe we’ve got an 
extremely well prepared car for the race.” 
 
Darryl O’Young (Audi Top Service R8 LMS #1) 
“Fortunately, I caught a free lap and I also achieved a nice time in the process. I really 
like the qualifying format with the aggregation of the times set by all three drivers. 
That’s true team sport. And each one of us showed a good performance today.” 
 
Mark Eddy (Audi Finance R8 LMS #2) 
“In the end, the qualifying result was quite okay because the conditions were really 
difficult: a lot of cars on track, several red flags. So we decided not to take any more 
risks and to instead save tires for the race. The car feels very good and we’ll be able to 
drive a good rhythm with it in the race. I think that strategy will also be very crucial in 
the end.” 
 
Craig Lowndes (Audi Finance R8 LMS #2) 
“It’s a great feeling to be sitting in the Audi R8 LMS again. Unfortunately, traffic was 
very heavy in qualifying. Especially up on the hill in the narrow track sections 
overtaking is hardly possible. After a few changes since the free practice, the R8 LMS 
feels fantastic. The rear is now nice and stable particularly on the fast sections. I feel 
really comfortable in the car. The Audi is reliable, consistent and easy to drive. That’s 
good for a 12-hour race.”  
 
Warren Luff (Audi Finance R8 LMS #2) 
“The Audi R8 LMS’ balance is top-notch. The guys improved the car once more from 
Friday to Saturday. We’re all very happy and confident to have a fast car for the race. 
Saturday wasn’t so important. Sunday is the day that counts.” 
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Qualifying results  
 
1 Jöns/Mies/O’Young (Audi R8 LMS) 6m 28.65s 
2 Simonsen/Farnbacher/Bowe (Ferrari) 6m 29.61s 
3 Sun/Baird/Griffin (Ferrari) 6m 29.63s 
4 Lago/Russell/Park/Edwards (Lamborghini) 6m 29.73s 
5 Eddy/Lowndes/Luff (Audi R8 LMS) 6m 32.25s 
6 Slade/Bleekemolen/Hackett/Curtis (Mercedes) 6m 39.68s 
7 Li/Patterson/Yu (Audi) 6m 45.41s 
8 Tinkler/Johnson/Richards (Porsche) 6m 54.20s 
9 O’Donnell/Niall/McLennon (Porsche) 7m 10.39s 
10 Wilson/Breslin/Mehta/Breslin (Mercedes) 7m 11.39s 
 
 
– End – 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered around 1,302,650 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. From January 
through the end of September 2011 the Company posted revenue of €32.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€3.96 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun 
(China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of 
the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At 
the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since May 2010, while production of the new 
A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company 
is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and quattro 
GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 63,000 people worldwide, including around 47,900 in 
Germany. Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest more than €13 billion 
– mainly in new products, human resources and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain 
the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently 
expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013. By 2015, Audi 
plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. Under the heading of “Audi balanced mobility,” the 
Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-neutral mobility. 


