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Audi pilots concept for quick charging 

• Audi charging hub with quick-charging stations addresses future peak 
demands and the lack of charging opportunities at home 

• Premium concept with lounge and exclusive reservations 

• Pilot project aims to test operations and acceptance for a possible serial 
roll-out 

Ingolstadt, May 21, 2021 – Audi is driving its transformation as a provider of sustainable 

premium mobility. The brand plans to ramp up its efforts by 2025 with a wide range of more 

than 20 fully electric models. The key to its success and the crux of this transformation is the 

availability of charging infrastructure. Audi is working on a concept for quick-charging for 

premium-level electromobility. A pilot project in the second half of the year will provide a 

specific outlook and a practical test for a possible serial roll-out. 

Audi’s electric offensive is picking up speed: For the first time ever, more than half of the newly 

introduced models are electrified in 2021. The recently introduced Q4 e-tron series offers an 

attractively priced step into premium electric mobility and is also an important volume building 

block of the electrification strategy. With the growing number of electric models, the 

requirements for the charging infrastructure will also grow. A solution to peak demands in the 

future could be the Audi charging hub. The concept calls for high-power charging (HPC) stations 

that can be reserved in advance to provide a high level of planning security. A lounge area 

directly nearby will provide an attractive, premium place to pass the time.  

Flexible and sustainable concept: 2.45 Mwh storage 

Cubes form the foundation of the Audi charging hub. The flexible container cubes fulfill various 

technical requirements and house charging pillars as well as used lithium ion batteries for 

energy storage. The use of 2nd life modules from disassembled development vehicles doesn’t 

just give the battery cells a new, sustainable purpose – it also provides a great benefit in their 

suitability as ancillary storage for direct current. This makes complex infrastructure with high-

voltage lines and expensive transformers unnecessary. 

Thanks to this huge interim storage – roughly 2.45 Mwh – the six charging stations, which have a 

charging output of up to 300 kW, only need a standard 400 volt high-voltage hook-up. That 

makes output starting at 11 kW per cube sufficient to be able to fill the three storage modules 

with a total capacity of 2.45 MWh continually and to charge them overnight. Photovoltaic 

modules on the roof provide additional green energy.  
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This not only makes it easier to selection possible locations, it also reduces the planning time 

required and the costs while also saving resources. In addition, the modular concept provides 

maximum flexibility and scalability. The hub can be transported, installed and adapted to the 

individual location quickly – largely independent of local network capacities. 

“The charging hub embodies our aspiration for the electric era and highlights Audi’s 

commitment to ‘Vorsprung durch Technik.’ A flexible high-performing HPC charging park like 

this does not require much from the local electricity grid and uses a sustainable battery concept. 

Our customers benefit in numerous ways: from the ability to make exclusive reservations, a 

lounge area and short waiting times thanks to high-performance charging. This is consistent 

with the premium concept,” says Oliver Hoffmann, Member of the Board for Technical 

Development of Audi AG. 

Premium: Lounge area upstairs 

It only takes a little longer than a coffee break to charge an electric Audi. The Audi e-tron GT*, 

for example, reaches a charging capacity of up to 270 kW. That allows it to charge enough 

energy for up to 100 kilometers in about five minutes, with a charge from 5 to 80 percent taking 

roughly 23 minutes under ideal conditions. To make the wait a true premium experience, a 

lounge will provide Audi customers with the perfect setting for an enjoyable charging stop. The 

upstairs lounge area offers a place to pass the time that is modern and in line with the premium 

concept, the perfect space and setting for a break with added value. A variety of amenities and a 

range of snacks, drinks and non-food items make the charging stop a welcome break. 

Trials and practical test: Pilot to launch in late summer 

The search for a location in Germany for the Audi charging hub pilot project and talks with 

possible partners are currently underway. It is planned to go into operation in the second half of 

the year. The findings about day-to-day operations and customer acceptance that are generated 

from this will be decisive for further implementation of the concept. “We are testing what the 

optimal technical solution is in a very realistic way. The focus in doing so is firmly on the needs of 

our customers,” Hoffmann adds. The plan for the pilot phase also calls for drivers of other brand 

cars to be able to use charging stations that are open and not reserved as well as parts of the 

lounge. 
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in 13 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2021, the Audi Group delivered around 1.681 million cars from the Audi brand, 8,405 sports cars from 
the Lamborghini brand and 59,447 motorcycles from the Ducati brand to customers. In the 2021 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved a total revenue of €53.1 billion and an operating profit before special items of €5.5 billion. 
More than 89,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 58,000 of them in Germany. 
With its attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group 
is systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility. 

https://de.linkedin.com/company/audi-ag
https://twitter.com/audiofficial?lang=de
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO5ujNeWRIwP4DbCZqZWcLw
https://www.facebook.com/audiofficial
https://www.instagram.com/audiofficial/
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values** of the models named above: 

Audi e-tron GT quattro  
Combined electric power consumption in kWh/100 km (62.1 mi): 21.6–19.6 (WLTP); combined 
CO2 emissions in g/km (g/mi): 0 (0)  

 
** The indicated consumption and emissions values were determined according to the legally 
specified measuring methods. Since September 1, 2017, type approval for certain new vehicles 
has been performed in accordance with the Worldwide Harmonized Light Vehicles Test Procedure 
(WLTP), a more realistic test procedure for measuring fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. 
Since September 1, 2018, the WLTP has gradually replaced the New European Driving Cycle 
(NEDC). Due to the more realistic test conditions, the consumption and CO2 emission values 
measured are in many cases higher than the values measured according to the NEDC. Additional 
information about the differences between WLTP and NEDC is available at www.audi.de/wltp.  

At the moment, it is still mandatory to communicate the NEDC values. In the case of new vehicles 
for which type approval was performed using WLTP, the NEDC values are derived from the WLTP 
values. WLTP values can be provided voluntarily until their use becomes mandatory. If NEDC 
values are indicated as a range, they do not refer to one, specific vehicle and are not an integral 
element of the offer. They are provided only for the purpose of comparison between the various 
vehicle types. Additional equipment and accessories (attachment parts, tire size, etc.) can 
change relevant vehicle parameters, such as weight, rolling resistance and aerodynamics and, 
like weather and traffic conditions as well as individual driving style, influence a vehicle’s electric 
power consumption, CO2 emissions and performance figures.  

Further information on official fuel consumption figures and the official specific CO2 emissions 
of new passenger cars can be found in the “Guide on the fuel economy, CO2 emissions and power 
consumption of all new passenger car models,” which is available free of charge at all sales 
dealerships and from DAT Deutsche Automobil Treuhand GmbH, Hellmuth-Hirth-Str. 1, 73760 
Ostfildern-Scharnhausen, Germany (www.dat.de).  
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