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Audi on third row of the grid at Daytona 
 
• Filipe Albuquerque with Alex Job Racing is best Audi driver  
• Teams are mainly focused on race preparation   
• All four Audi R8 GRAND-AM cars are thoroughly prepared 
 

Ingolstadt, January 24, 2013 – The best Audi R8 GRAND-AM will be starting into 
the 24-hour race at Daytona (Florida) from the third row. The fastest driver of the 
Audi customer teams in qualifying was Filipe Albuquerque.  
 
Following several warm-up laps, the Audi factory driver managed to make a perfect 
landing. After the tire pressure had reached the planned optimum level, 
Albuquerque drove a flawless lap on the high-speed track in Florida. His time of 1m 
48.282s earned him and Team Alex Job Racing grid position six in the GT class, 
making Audi the third-best brand in the field of the eight manufacturers.  
 
René Rast achieved the second-best time of an Audi driver. The German from Team 
APR Motorsport took grid position eleven (1m 48.581s). Markus Winkelhock in the 
Audi R8 GRAND-AM qualified in the front half of the field of 34 GT vehicles as well. 
The Audi from Rum Bum Racing will start from position 16 (1m 48.865s) on 
Saturday. The American Matt Bell from APR Motorsport achieved grid position 27 in 
another R8 GRAND-AM. 
 
The main focus of all the teams was and continues to be placed on preparing for the 
24-hour race. All teams are using the remaining night practice on Thursday and a 
final practice on Friday to further refine the set-up of the customer race sports car. 
The race will start at 15:30 local time on Saturday. 
 
Selected quotes 
 
Romolo Liebchen (Head of Audi Sport customer racing): “In qualifying, there were 
no surprises. We concentrated on preparing for the race. It was important not to 
take any risks today. Together with the preparation in the tests at the end of last 
year and in the beginning of January, we’re tackling the race with a clear conscience. 
The drivers are giving us feedback confirming that we’re running with a set-up that 
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provides very good drivability.” 
  
Filipe Albuquerque (Audi R8 GRAND-AM #24/Alex Job Racing): “I’m very happy 
with my lap. I kept my cool because I knew that the first three laps are nothing 
special. I knew when I’d be able to attack. The tire pressure was developing 
according to plan and then I only needed a single lap. Everything was right on the 
dot. There was no more traffic and I made no mistakes. Afterward, the tires were 
used up. Things couldn’t have gone any better today. And in the other practice 
sessions we want to improve our car a little bit more. I’m looking forward to the 
race.” 
 
Qualifying results 
 
1 Nick Tandy (Porsche) 1m 47.631s  
2 Andy Lally (Porsche) 1m 47.828s 
3 Sean Edwards (Porsche) 1m 48.007s 
4 Patrick Long (Porsche) 1m 48.137s 
5 Alessandro Balzan (Ferrari) 1m 48.260s 
6 Filipe Albuquerque (Audi R8 GRAND-AM) 1m 48.282s 
7 Marco Seefried (Porsche) 1m 48.319s 
8 Robin Liddell (Camaro) 1m 48.330s 
9 Daniel Serra (Ferrari) 1m 48.521s 
10 Anthony Lazzaro (Ferrari) 1m 48.577s 
11 René Rast (Audi R8 GRAND-AM) 1m 48.581s 
16 Markus Winkelhock (Audi R8 GRAND-AM) 1m 48.865s 
27 Matt Bell (Audi R8 GRAND-AM) 1m 49.937s 
 
– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered around 1,455,100 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2012. From January 
through the end of September 2012 the Company posted revenue of € 37.7 billion and an operating 
profit of € 4.2 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 
2012, CKD production of the Audi Q7 was added to the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing 
operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since 
2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell 
(Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly 
owned subsidiaries include amongst others AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr/Hungary), Automobili 
Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese/Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels/Belgium), quattro 
GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports bike manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). Audi 
currently employs more than 68,000 people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. From 2012 
until 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological 
lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr 
(Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) from 
2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 


