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e DTM Star Mattias Ekstrom in new Audi RS 3
* C. Abt Racing ready for title defense in ADAC GT Masters
* Timo Scheider about the new DTM format

Ingolstadt, February 1, 2015 - Audi factory driver on a mission off the race
tracks: DTM driver Mattias Ekstrom gave selected European journalists an initial
impression of the performance capabilities of the new Audi RS 3 Sportback* on
snow and ice in Finland. WEC driver André Lotterer visited the Motor Show in
Brussels together with GT driver Laurens Vanthoor.

DTM star in new Audi RS 3

On snow and ice at the proving grounds in Ivalo, Finland, selected European
journalists got an initial impression of the performance capabilities of the new Audi
RS 3 Sportback that is equipped with the most powerful five-cylinder production
engine in RS history delivering 270 kW (367 hp) and torque of 465 Nm. A special
highlight: rides at racing speed alongside DTM star Mattias Ekstrém in an RS 3 fitted
with a roll cage and racing bucket seats. “A really cool car,” the Swede enthused
about the vehicle following his return from Finland.

Lotterer and Vanthoor at Motor Show in Brussels

Audi factory driver André Lotterer and GT Sport driver Laurens Vanthoor visited the
93rd Motor Show in Brussels. Both signed plenty of autographs and subsequently
attended the opening gala of the Dream Car exhibition. One of the cars showcased
at the exhibition was the Audi R18 e-tron quattro in which Lotterer, together with
Marcel Fassler and Benoft Tréluyer, celebrated his third victory in the 24-hour race at
Le Mans last year.

C. Abt Racing ready for title defense

With three Audi R8 LMS ultra cars, title defender C. Abt Racing will be competing in
the 2015 ADAC GT Masters. Regular driver Nicki Thiim will be sharing the cockpit
with 18-year-old new signing Jordan Lee Pepper from South Africa, the last
Champion in the VW Scirocco R-Cup, beginning in the season opener at
Oschersleben (April 24-26). Title defender Kelvin van der Linde will be contesting
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the 16 races of the season together with 19-year-old Stefan Wackerbauer, who
made his debut in the ADAC GT Masters last year. The third Audi R8 LMS ultra will be
driven by the 27-year-old seasoned campaigner Christer Jéns. His team partner has
not been determined yet.

Audi Sport now also on Instagram

Audi Sport is now present on Instagram as well. At instagram.com/audi_sport,
fans of the brand with the four rings will find the most fascinating pictures from
Audi’s extensive motorsport program. The Instagram profile complements Audi
Sport’s social media profile which includes the Facebook profile with more than 6.4
million fans and the Twitter account with over 30,000 followers.

A word from ... Timo Scheider

The new DTM season will start in two months from now. How have you been using
the winter break?

I'm a person that constantly needs new challenges. That’s why I've set myself a
particularly ambitious goal for the time until the DTM season starts. From March 15
to 22, I'll be competing with the factory-backed team of the bike manufacturer
Bulls in the Cape Epic in South Africa, which - as many say - is the world’s toughest
mountain bike race. I'm facing 740 grueling kilometers and 16,000 meters of
cumulative elevation gain that I've got to complete in seven days. I'm incredibly
excited but also a little nervous. And as I'd obviously like to finish the race my
training program is particularly focused on endurance at the moment. And losing a
bit of weight would be good too. That’s why my diet these days is low-carb, with no
sweets - that’s pretty difficult.

And how hard will it be for you to adjust to the new DTM format? In the future,
there’ll be two races per weekend.

I see that in a very positive light. After all, I was one of the people who strongly
supported this change. I'm a racer and would like to drive as much as possible. In
addition, we can offer even more action to the DTM fans this way and have the
chance to score points twice on a single weekend. From the perspective of the whole
season, these 18 races will make it easier for us to compensate for a retirement by
achieving a good result. This will make the championship even more thrilling. The
newly formed Audi Sport TT Cup is adding further value to the season.

You’re also personally committed to promoting young drivers and will be entering
the new ADAC Formula 4, the successor series of the ADAC Formel Masters, with
your own team in 2015. What'’s the current state of this project?

My two drivers, Leon Wippersteg and Mauro Auricchio, have signed their contracts,
the first car has been prepared and we’re going to pick up the second one in Italy in
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the next few days - and then I'll be looking forward to the track tests.

It’s going to be a very busy season. How does your partner, Jessica, feel about
this?

I'm very happy about the development of my personal life. But even though it won’t
be easy, I'm sure that Jessica and I'll be able to manage all these things. We’re still
young and dynamic - and have recently gotten engaged.

Coming up next week

05/02 Paris (F), ACO press conference
08/02 Bathurst (AUS) 12 Hours

*Combined fuel consumption in 1/100 km: 8.3-8.1; CO2 emissions combined in
g/km: 194-189.

-End -

In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm
(Germany), Gyér (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia),
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.
Wholly  owned subsidiaries of AUDI  AG include  quattro  GmbH (Neckarsulm),
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is
planned from 2015 to 2019 - primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO,-neutral mobility.
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