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Audi driver Ekström defends DTM lead 
 

• Swede comes fourth in Sunday’s highly dramatic race at the Norisring 
• Mike Rockenfeller with injured left foot after severe accident 

• Collision in last turn deprives Audi of podium result  
 
Neuburg/Nuremberg, July 2, 2017 – Following a third place on Saturday and a fourth place 
on Sunday, Audi driver Mattias Ekström from Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline is leaving the 
Norisring as the leader of the DTM’s overall standings.  
 
Sunday’s highly dramatic race on the DTM’s only city street circuit was overshadowed by a severe 

accident in which Audi driver Mike Rockenfeller was involved, but not at fault. At the end of the 
start-finish straight, Rockenfeller’s Audi RS 5 DTM was hit by the out-of-control Mercedes-Benz 

of the Briton Gary Paffett. In the heavy collision, Rockenfeller sustained a fracture of the fifth 
metatarsal bone of his left foot.   
 
“We’re happy that nothing more serious happened to Mike (Rockenfeller) and also to Gary 

(Paffett) in this really horrible-looking accident,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass. 
“This proves once again how high the safety standards are in the DTM. Generally, this was a 

difficult race for us today with a disappointing outcome – especially when I look at the last turn. 
Marco Wittmann was a little too motivated today because he already overtook Mattias 

(Ekström) off-track in the beginning and even hit his car in the process.”  
 

Following a hectic early stage with numerous collisions, the race was red-flagged on lap 33 after 
Gary Paffett and Mike Rockenfeller’s accident. Following the restart, Mattias Ekström initially 

defended fourth place before the Swede overtook Marco Wittmann’s BMW on the penultimate 
lap, taking third place. Ekström, however, lost his deserved third place again when Wittmann hit 

him in the rear in the final turn and Mercedes-Benz driver Edoardo Mortara benefited from this 
in a spectacular photo finish.  

 
“My race was very entertaining,” said Ekström, who is ranking in the overall standings with a 

two-point advantage in front of Lucas Auer (Mercedes-Benz) and eleven points ahead of 
Sunday’s winner Maxime Martin (BMW). “My start wasn’t so great and my stint up until the red 

flag was very wild. Following the restart, I was running in fourth the whole time. Then I 
benefited from the battle in front of me. Unfortunately, Marco Wittmann pushing me in the last 

turn caused me to end up in fourth place again. Still, it was a good weekend with many points 
and the championship lead.” 
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Besides Mattias Ekström, only Jamie Green from Audi Sport Team Rosberg scored points for 
Audi on Sunday. After a difficult qualifying, the Briton started from position 14, changed tires 

after just one lap and with this strategy advanced to eighth place. His teammate René Rast 
retired after a collision with Robert Wickens (Mercedes-Benz). 

 
Last year’s winner Nico Müller, after a strong performance in qualifying plus one point for grid 

position three, had to settle for 13th place in the race. Loïc Duval from Audi Sport Team Phoenix 
was the only driver not to have pitted yet when the race was interrupted. While Duval collected 

his first kilometers as the race leader in the DTM this way, he dropped to position 15 following 
the tire change.   

 
“Today, we were a little unfortunate,” said Head of Audi Motorsport Dieter Gass, summing up 

the race. “But that’s how it goes in racing at times. We continue to lead all three classifications 
and are going to leave no stone unturned to strike back at Moscow in three weeks’ time.”  

 
Results of race 2: 
1 Maxime Martin (BMW) 66 laps in 1h 29m 22.150s 
2 Lucas Auer (Mercedes-Benz) + 2.903s 

3 Edoardo Mortara (Mercedes-Benz) + 4.460s 
4 Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 4.462s 

5 Marco Wittmann (BMW) + 4.487s 
6 Paul Di Resta (Mercedes-Benz) + 5.708s 

…  
8 Jamie Green (Hoffmann Group Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg) + 12.064s 

13 Nico Müller (Playboy Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline) + 17.560s 
15 Loïc Duval (Castrol EDGE Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix) - 1 lap 

Not classified: 
René Rast (AUTO BILD MOTORSPORT Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Rosberg), 33 laps  

Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi RS 5 DTM/Audi Sport Team Phoenix), 32 laps 
 

– End –  

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 12 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2016, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.868 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,457 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,451 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2016 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €59.3 billion and an operating profit of €3.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 88,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  
 


