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The Neckarsulm site 
As the biggest company in the prospering economic region Heilbronn-Franken, the Neckarsulm site of AUDI AG is also one of the most attractive employers in Baden-Württemberg. The city of Neckarsulm, named after the two rivers Neckar and Sulm, has approximately 26,100 inhabitants and provides 35,700 jobs. The Heilbronn-Franken region provides more than 356,500 jobs, with the automotive industry playing an important role. 15,900 people currently work at Audi in Neckarsulm (as of December 31, 2014). 
The plant has a total area of about one million square meters, of more than 90 percent is covered with buildings. It is located between the Neckar to the west, the railway line to the east, the center of Neckarsulm and the company Kolbenschmidt Pierburg AG to the south, and the Bad Friedrichshall business and industrial park to the north. AUDI AG is expanding the plant with an additional 23 hectares about six kilometers away in the Böllinger Höfe industrial park within the city limits of Heilbronn. In this area, which constitutes about a quarter of Audi’s entire Neckarsulm site, a logistics center and new production facilities for the Audi R8* were inaugurated the fall of 2014. 

The following models are all produced at the plant in Neckarsulm: Audi A4 Sedan*, Audi A5/S5 Cabriolet*, Audi A6 Sedan* and Avant*, Audi S6*, Audi A6 allroad quattro*, Audi A6 hybrid*, Audi A7*/S7*, Audi A8*, Audi A8 hybrid* and Audi A8 L*. The one-hundred-percent Audi subsidiary quattro GmbH produces the models Audi R8*, Audi R8 Spyder* and Audi R8 LMX*, as well as the Audi RS 5 Cabriolet*, the Audi RS 6 Avant* and the Audi RS 7*. This makes Audi Neckarsulm one of the most complex plants in Europe and one of the sites with the biggest variety of products in the Volkswagen Group. 
Future automobiles and new technologies are cornerstones of the Audi investment program. It is planned to invest €24 billion from 2015 until 2019, €2 billion more than in the previous planning period. Audi is thus expanding the biggest investment program in its history. More than half of the planned investment will take place at the German sites in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm. 

The area of Technical Development consists of quattro GmbH, the lightweight construction center, engine development, racing engines and interiors. The plant’s press shop, paint shop and toolmaking have key functions in the value chain and in extending Audi’s technology leadership. The site’s production planning, logistics planning and plant planning are occupied with the future of the plant, with mastering the increasing complexity and with new technologies. 

The Audi Forum Neckarsulm is an attraction within and also outside the region. Since it was opened in May 2005, 1.9 million people have visited the facility to pick up their new cars, to experience guided tours of the plant, or to attend the various events and conferences held in the Forum. 

Audi Forum Neckarsulm 
The Audi Forum Neckarsulm looks back on a successful year 2014: With 243,082 guests during the year, the number of visitors since it was opened in 2005 climbed to 1.9 million. The history of the Neckarsulm site can be experienced at the Audi Forum. It is the place where up to 150 customers pick up their new Audi each day. The Audi exclusive Studio offers a wide range of inspiring possibilities for automobile customization and individualization. 
The brand and experience world offers a diverse framework for readings, concerts, meetings and conferences – from classical to pop, from business to pleasure. In 2014, 21 cultural events were held at the Audi Forum. In addition to the three new formats Tango Passion, Slam Poetry and Ballet, special highlights included the pop concert with Marlon Roudette and the reading by Christoph Maria Herbst.  With “Audi young and fun,” a great fun and edutainment program has been offered for children and youths since 2012. The children’s program once again offered 29 events in 2014. 
In 2014, 42,639 visitors and 35,487 customers who were picking up their new cars experienced a guided tour of the plant. A visit also has a lot to offer on the culinary side: The Nuvolari restaurant is available for relaxed enjoyment. Guests value its stylish, modern and sophisticated ambience; the restaurant opens on the outside to the piazza and on the inside to the Forum.
Employees 
Records were set also for employee numbers last year: As of December 31, 2014, 15,900 people were employed at the Neckarsulm site – more than ever before. As a future-oriented company, AUDI AG offers a large number of apprenticeships in the region: In September last year, 238 young people started their occupational training in Neckarsulm. They had decided on one of ten possible apprenticeships. They were followed in early October by another 18 young people who began their studies at the Baden-Württemberg Cooperative State University. As of December 31, 2014, 842 apprentices were employed at the site. The average age of our employees in Neckarsulm is 41.8. The average time they have been at the company is 17.6 years. 

The Audi Volunteers’ Day took place for the third time in Neckarsulm in 2014. 290 Audi people were involved. This voluntary commitment was to the benefit of 25 social organizations in the region. The Volunteers’ Days is part of the initiative “Audi – Matter of Honor,” which supports the social commitment of the Audi employees over the long term. 

Audi has traditionally placed high priority on the compatibility of career and family life. For this reason, the company has cooperated since 2004 with the association “Children in Movement,” which provides full day care in nurseries in Neckarsulm and the surrounding area. The number of places for children available in those nurseries was increased from 60 to 73 in 2014. Child care has been offered during school summer holidays in Neckarsulm since 2011, and in the Easter, Whitsuntide and autumn holidays as well since 2014. 

Technical Development 
A total of 1,465 people work in the area of Technical Development at Audi’s site in Neckarsulm (as of December 31, 2014). This includes quattro GmbH, the lightweight construction center, the development of gasoline and diesel engines, motorsport engines and special engines as well as the development of car interiors. 
Lightweight construction 
At Audi’s lightweight construction center in Neckarsulm, approximately 200 people cooperate closely with research institutes and industrial partners. One important element is the new department for carbon-fiber reinforced plastics (CFRP). 
The expertise gained in the lightweight construction center in Neckarsulm has so far resulted in 18 car bodies and a triple-digit number of lightweight-construction patents. Furthermore, Audi has already won the “Euro Car Body Award” four times; this is the world’s most important competition for car body builders. 

In 1994, Audi launched the first car in the world produced in a large series with a monocoque aluminum body: the Audi A8. Since then, the company has continually extended its lead over the competition in lightweight construction and has reversed the weight spiral. The engineers make use of the fact that a low body weight also has positive effects on many other components of the overall vehicle – from the engine to the cable harness. 
In the new Audi R8, the premium manufacturer is using carbon-fiber-reinforced plastics (CFRP) for the first time also in the load-bearing structure of the car body. Despite high levels of additional equipment and higher stiffness, the total weight of the new super sports car is up to 50 kilograms lower than its predecessor. The Audi Space Frame (ASF) in multi-material construction contributes to the lower weight and to the optimal weight distribution between the axles. The combination of aluminum and carbon fiber in the Audi Space Frame enters a new dimension in terms of weight, stiffness and crash behavior, and is the benchmark in the super sports car segment. Aluminum, high-strength and ultra-high-strength steel alloys, magnesium and carbon-fiber reinforced plastics – Audi has detailed and comprehensive knowledge of all body materials from its development work. The philosophy here is “the right material in the right place in the minimum amount required.” The engineers at the Neckarsulm lightweight construction center are pushing the competition between materials forwards, constantly in search of even better solutions. The Audi car body of the future will use these high-end materials in various combinations, depending on the model. The company has steadily expanded its expertise; particularly in the area of manufacturing, numerous high-tech methods have been added. These innovative technologies are implemented at strategically important suppliers, which in turn supply Audi and other brands of the Volkswagen Group. For Audi, lightweight construction means not only material science, but also the full spectrum of process technology, the development of new bonding technologies, and quality assurance including the development of service and repair possibilities. 
Engine development 

The development of various engines is an important cornerstone of the Neckarsulm site. In addition to V diesel and V gasoline engines for the larger models, the engines for motorsport applications are also developed here. 

In 2014, Audi celebrated a very special jubilee – 25 years of the TDI. In the fall of 1989, the company presented the Audi 100 at the Frankfurt Motor Show with a 2.5-liter TDI – a turbo diesel engine with direct fuel injection and full electronic control. Ever since its early days, this technology has been connected with the engine development unit in Neckarsulm. Approximately 170 people work on the development of the TDI in Neckarsulm. Worldwide, Audi has so far sold about 7.5 million cars with TDI engines. The Audi RS 5 TDI concept technology study attracted great attention during the jubilee year. The 3.0-liter TDI engine with an electronically driven biturbo delivers 283 kilowatts (385 horsepower) and a maximum torque of 750 newton meters. 
2014 was a successful year also for the development of racing engines: In front of nearly 300,000 spectators, Audi won its 13th 24 Hours of Le Mans in just 16 attempts. The company regards motorsport as ideal testing for series production – and the toughest test bed of all is the Le Mans endurance race. The same requirements apply to the sports prototypes in Le Mans as to the series-produced cars: getting the most out of every drop of fuel, increasing efficiency and continuously reducing fuel consumption. The engine for the R 18 is completely developed, produced and quality assured in Neckarsulm, and it is further developed and tested on the test stands in Neckarsulm and Ingolstadt. Approximately 60 people work in the area of engine development. 
quattro GmbH 
Since 1983, quattro GmbH based in Neckarsulm has stood for high performance and high technology. In addition to developing and constructing the RS and R8 models, the Audi subsidiary is responsible for automobile individualization and accessories as well as customer motorsport. 

Since the fall of 2014, the super sports car R8 has been driving off the assembly lines at Audi Böllinger Höfe, which is about six kilometers from the main plant in Neckarsulm. Various production areas that were previously in separate buildings in Neckarsulm have now been brought together under one roof. Pre-series and series production as well as quality assurance benefit in particular from fast and interdisciplinary connections. The Neckarsulm site has thus strengthened its small-series expertise. The newly created production area is even more efficient and can be used more flexibly due to technological and ergonomic innovations. 

In summer 2014, quattro GmbH presented the Audi R8 LMX, and launched the super sports car on the market in a limited edition. With the Audi R8 LMX, the brand with the Four Rings has introduced the next level of automotive lighting technology: the laser-spot high beam. It once again increases range significantly, which is ideal for a sports car like the R8 LMX. Other models were also presented in 2014: the elegant RS 7 Sportback (the high-performance sports car for every day and leisure time), the Audi RS 6 Avant, the further development of the compact high-performance SUV Audi RS Q3 and the new RS 3 Sportback, the most powerful car in the compact class of the premium segment. With the jubilee model RS 4 Avant Nogaro selection, Audi celebrated the 20th anniversary of the RS models at the Geneva Motor Show. 
quattro GmbH is also at the forefront in motorsport. Never before was the Audi R8 LMS ultra as successful as in the past racing season: The teams of Audi Sport customer racing won a total of 15 titles in Australia, Asia and Europe. The successful model also won three endurance races. With two victories in the 24-hour races at the Nürburgring and at Spa, the Audi drivers won the most important GT3 endurance races. The racing drivers were always able to rely on the performance and reliability of the Audi R8 LMS ultra, of which 50 percent is made of components from series products. Worldwide, more than 120 of the Audi R8 LMS have been delivered to customers since 2009, which quattro GmbH develops, produces and markets. In more than 1,000 races, the cars have meanwhile gained 269 victories and 27 championships. 
Production 
Neckarsulm is one of the sites with the biggest product diversity of all the Volkswagen and Audi plants. The manufacturing equipment includes a new press shop, an aluminum-steel body shop and two pure-aluminum body shops, a paint shop and several assembly lines. 
With a total of 273,168 cars produced (including CKD), the Neckarsulm site passed the historical mark of 270,000 automobiles produced in one year for the second time in 2014. This was due in part to the new ramp-up of the Audi A6 and A7 family. Thanks to the good order situation, 33 special shifts were worked in Neckarsulm last year. 

Neckarsulm has the mentoring function for international production sites such as Changchun and Foshan in China, Aurangabad in India and Lamborghini in Italy. The support provided ranges from expert exchanges to employee deployment. A regular and intensive flow of information also takes place with the site in Győr. 
Environmental protection at the Neckarsulm site 
Since 1995, the Neckarsulm site has regularly been certified in accordance with the Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) of the European Union, and it was once again certified in 2014. A key factor for certification is that evidence is provided of compliance with applicable law and of continual improvements in environmental protection. The Audi site in Neckarsulm therefore searches for new solutions in many areas, for example to reduce energy consumption, CO2, dust and solvent emissions, and to increase waste recycling while minimizing total waste. 

The logistics center at Audi Böllinger Höfe, which went into operation in March 2014, is a good example of the compatibility of economic, ecological and social sustainability. The new logistics center brings together the processes of five previous logistics sites. This consolidates the flow of goods, reduces transport and transfers truck traffic from the city of Heilbronn into the industrial area. Construction work in the city of Heilbronn, for example for the 2019 Federal Garden Show, made use of the earth removed when building the logistics center. In cooperation with experts and the local environmental associations of NABU and BUND, Audi has taken ecological compensatory measures such as a biotope with ponds and vegetation planted as a protected area for amphibians. An amphibian guidance system has also been installed. 
With the building itself, the focus was placed on energy efficiency. In addition to plenty of daylight, LEDs are used to illuminate the logistics center, switched by light sensors and presence controls. The building’s efficient ventilation retains heat in combination with generally lower heating requirements. Water is partially heated with solar energy and the material lifting devices feed energy back into the system. An energy management system identifies high energy consumers in the system so that countermeasures can be taken to further reduce energy consumption. 
Audi uses greywater for internal sprinkler systems and processes rainwater to be used at the center, so that less drinking water is required. 
History of the site 
1873
Christian Schmidt establishes a factory for knitting machines in Riedlingen on the Danube. 
1880
The company relocates to Neckarsulm. 
1886
Start of bicycle production. 
1900
Production of motorcycles in Germany’s first motorcycle factory. 
1906
Start of production of own automobiles with the “Original Neckarsulm Motorcar.” 
1929
Automobile production is discontinued due to the world economic crisis. 
1945
The plant is completely destroyed in the Second World War; production is gradually resumed in mid-1945. 
1955
NSU Werke AG is the world’s biggest two-wheeler factory. 
1958
Resumption of automobile production with the NSU Prinz I to III. 
1964
Start of production of the NSU Wankel Spider, the world’s first series-produced car with a rotary engine. 
1967
Series start of the NSU Ro 80, which is voted “Car of the Year 1967” due to its futuristic design and rotary engine. 
1969
Merger with AUTO UNION GmbH of Ingolstadt to form AUDI NSU AUTO UNION AG; Volkswagen AG is the majority shareholder. 
1974/75
The site is threatened with closure during the oil crisis. Employees fight successfully to save the site in the legendary “March to Heilbronn.” 
1975
To achieve better capacity utilization, the plant produces the Porsche 924 as contract work, soon followed by the Porsche 944. 
1982
The Audi 100 achieves a CW value of 0.30 – a world record. 
1985
Introduction of the fully galvanized car body in the Audi 100 and Audi 200. 
1985
The company is renamed as “AUDI AG” and the headquarters are transferred to Ingolstadt. 
1988
AUDI AG enters the large-sedan class with the Audi V8. 
1989
Introduction in cars of the turbo diesel engine with direct fuel injection. 
1990
First victory for Audi in the DTM with an Audi V8. 
1994
Start of production of the Audi A8, the world’s first series-produced automobile with a body made entirely of aluminum (ASF). 
2000
Start of production of the Audi A2, the first aluminum car in a large series. 
2001
Victory in Le Mans with the newly developed FSI with direct fuel injection. 
2005

Opening of the Audi Forum Neckarsulm. 
2006
German premiere of the Audi R8 sports car. 
First victory in the 24 Hours of Le Mans with a diesel engine developed in Neckarsulm. 
2007
Introduction of parallel production at the plants in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm with the start of production of the Audi A4 Sedan. 
2008
Inauguration of the new Toolmaking department. 
2011
Audi acquires 23 hectares of land in the Böllinger Höfe industrial park in Heilbronn. 
2012
Inauguration of the technical center for carbon-fiber reinforced plastics and of the new engine testing center. 
2013
Audi Neckarsulm receives the J. D. Power award as “Best Production Plant in Europe.” 
2014
Inauguration of Audi Böllinger Höfe (logistics center and R8 production) 

Facts and figures 
AUDI AG 
Chairman of the Board of Management:
Prof. Rupert Stadler 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board:
Prof. Dr. Martin Winterkorn 
Employees (AUDI AG):
55,927 (as of December 31, 2014) 
Employees (Audi Group):
79,483 (as of December 31, 2014) 
Deliveries to customers (2014):
1,741,129 automobiles of the Audi brand 
Production (2014):
1,801,974 automobiles 

(including Lamborghini und CKD) 
The Audi plant in Neckarsulm 
Established:
1873 in Riedlingen (as of 1880 in Neckarsulm) 
Plant director:
Fred Schulze 
Surface area:
Approx. 1.25 million square meters (including Audi Böllinger Höfe) 
Employees:
15,900 (as of December 31, 2014) 
Models (2014):
Audi A4 Sedan, Audi A5 Cabriolet, Audi S5 Cabriolet, Audi RS 5 Cabriolet, Audi A6 Sedan, Audi A6 hybrid, Audi A6 Avant, Audi S6, Audi A6 allroad quattro, Audi RS 6 Avant, Audi A7, Audi S7, Audi RS 7, Audi A8, Audi A8 L, Audi A8 hybrid, Audi S8*, Audi R8, Audi R8 Spyder, Audi R8 LMX 
Production (2014):
273,168 automobiles (including CKD) 
quattro GmbH

Established:
1983 in Neckarsulm 
Chief executive:
Heinz Hollerweger 
Employees:
856 (as of December 31, 2014) 
Business activities:
Development and construction of high-performance models, individualization/accessories, customer motorsport 
Fuel consumption of the models named above 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A4 Sedan: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.4-4.3; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 178-104 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A5 Cabriolet:
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 10.7-4.7; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 249-123 
Fuel consumption of the Audi S5 Cabriolet 3.0 TFSI quattro, 245kW, S tronic: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 7.9; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 184 
Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 5 Cabriolet 4.2 FSI quattro, 331kW, S tronic: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 10.7; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 249 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A6: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6-4.2; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 224-109 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 Sedan: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.4-4.2; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 218-109
Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 Avant: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6 – 4.4; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 224-114
Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 hybrid: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 6.2; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 145 
Fuel consumption of the Audi S6: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6-9.2; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 224-214 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A6 allroad quattro: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 8 – 5.6; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 185-149 

Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 6 Avant 4.0 TFSI quattro, 412kW, tiptronic: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 223 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A7 Sportback: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.5-4.7; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 221-122 
Fuel consumption of the Audi S7 Sportback 4.0 TFSI quattro, 309kW, S tronic: Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.3; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 215 
Fuel consumption of the Audi RS 7 Sportback 4.0 TFS quattro, 412kW, tiptronic: Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.5; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 221 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A8: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 11.3-5.9; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 264-144 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A8 hybrid: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 6.3-6.2; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 144 
Fuel consumption of the Audi A8 L: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 11.3-6; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 146-144 
Fuel consumption of the Audi S8 4.0 TFSI quattro, 382kW, tiptronic: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 9.6; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 225 
Fuel consumption of the Audi SQ5 3.0 TDI quattro, 230kW, tiptronic: 
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 6.8; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 179 
Fuel consumption of the Audi R8:
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 14.9-12.4; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 349-289 
Fuel consumption of the Audi R8 Spyder:
Combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 14.9-12.6; 
Combined CO2 emissions in g/km: 349-294 
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* The fuel consumption and CO2 emissions of all the models named above and available on the German market are listed in the last chapter of this basic information. 
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