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World Champions Audi second in Bahrain  
 
• Audi achieves 15th podium place in eight races 
• Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer finish finale as runners-up 
• Retirement of Duval/Kristensen/McNish 

 
Ingolstadt/Bahrain, November 30, 2013 – Audi finished the year in the FIA World 
Endurance Championship (WEC) in Bahrain in second place. The World 
Championship winning team* had to admit defeat only for the second time in 
eight races and can look back on a highly successful sporting season. 
 
Until shortly before the race’s midpoint, Audi Sport Team Joest was in a promising 
position in the final 6-hour race of the year. Loïc Duval/Tom Kristensen/Allan 
McNish (F/DK/GB) in the Audi R18 e-tron quattro, with a gap of about 15 seconds, 
were running within striking distance of the leading Toyota. Then, on lap 95, Duval 
reported a problem in the power transmission system over the radio. For the first 
time in 23 races which the various Audi R18 models have completed since 2011, a 
technical defect resulted in retirement. Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît 
Tréluyer (CH/D/F) subsequently took over second place from their team-mates. 
After 3:33 hours of racing, the stewards of the meeting imposed a drive-through 
penalty against Marcel Fässler for overtaking under yellow flags. Consequently, the 
number ‘1’ R18 e-tron quattro lost more than one minute and, after six hours of 
racing, crossed the finish line in second place.  
 
On taking this 15th podium position in the current WEC season, Audi concluded an 
endurance racing year full of highlights in Bahrain. Audi Sport Team Joest decided 
six of the eight WEC rounds in its favor – one more than last year. The company 
celebrated the second title success in the manufacturer’s World Championship* 
early with its hybrid sports car. Loïc Duval/Tom Kristensen/Allan McNish won the 
drivers’ World Championship* early as well, following their Audi team-mates Marcel 
Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer, who were the first World Champions of the 
new series the previous year, Audi’s twelfth victory in the Le Mans 24 Hours, the 
eleventh success at the Sebring 12 Hours held as part of the American Le Mans 
Series, the win of the tradition-steeped ‘Tourist Trophy’ at Silverstone plus five 
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qualifying best times in the WEC completed the tally. In addition, Audi won the 
drivers’ title in the DTM this year with Mike Rockenfeller and the team classification 
with Audi Sport Team Phoenix. 
 
Audi’s racing season is over now, but the squad has long begun to intensively 
prepare for 2014. That is when a fundamentally new set of regulations, rewarding 
the best efficiency, will come into effect in the WEC. Audi is developing a completely 
new race car for it that will make its racing debut in the WEC season opener at 
Silverstone on April 20, 2014. 
 
* Subject to the official publication of the results by the FIA 
 
Quotes after the race 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “We can be very pleased with the 
season. We won the World Championship and the Le Mans 24 Hours and showed 
superb races. That it wasn’t enough today was a bit of a shame. But Toyota was 
simply stronger here. Unfortunately, a R18 e-tron quattro retired with a technical 
defect for the first time in its last race of all races. But this only shows how reliable 
our cars have always been up to now.” 
 
Chris Reinke (Head of LMP): “We’re looking back on a very strong season. As our 
aim, we’d have wished for another victory, so we achieved second place in Bahrain. 
The only retirement of an R18 for a technical reason to date impressively shows how 
proud we can be of all the performances this race car has been delivering.”  
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “This was a very successful 
season for Audi and for Audi Sport Team Joest. Unfortunately, the last race doesn’t 
perfectly fit the picture. Toyota has made a step forward in the past two races. Our 
World Champions retired today. With car number ‘1’ we tried everything but then 
had to serve a drive-through penalty and admit defeat. Still, we made our mark on 
this season.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “Naturally, we’d have liked to have 
won this race too but the competition was very strong today. We changed our 
strategy during the course of the race and I drove two stints on one set of tires. 
Unfortunately, the outcome wasn’t the way we’d hoped for because the tire grip had 
degraded by the end. But we simply had to take a risk. We all battled hard for 
victory. On the whole, we had a great season which the entire Audi team can be 
proud of.” 
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “We tried to save fuel today. As a 



 

3/4  

result, the rhythm of driving wasn’t as easy as usual. Toward the end of the race 
overtaking traffic was unusually difficult. On each lap, there were slower cars in 
exactly the places where you least needed them to be. But our car was very good 
today. Basically, we’re simply stronger on other types of tracks.” 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “This was a very tough race today. 
The early phase on used tires was difficult. On fresh tires, the car was easier to drive. 
I found my rhythm a bit too late. Our sister car was simply better on track. 
Unfortunately, it retired. But together we’ve experienced a great season. 
Congratulations to Toyota on winning.” 
 
Loïc Duval (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “As expected, a fierce battle with Toyota 
ensued. Tom Kristensen was driving a strong stint and then I took over. It was a 
strategically interesting race. Unfortunately, a problem in the power transmission 
system occurred which meant the end of our race.”  
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “All the engineers, mechanics and 
other members of the team worked hard for many days and nights this year in order 
to prepare these great cars for us. We’d have liked to reward them with another nice 
result in the last race. Up until our retirement, we showed them and the spectators 
a nice battle.” 
 
Allan McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “Loïc Duval, Tom Kristensen and I had 
a fantastic season. We clinched all the great victories, starting at Silverstone, and 
then of course the Le Mans 24 Hours, Austin and, ultimately, the early title win: A 
brilliant result for Audi Sport. We arrived in Bahrain without any pressure. We 
battled with Toyota. Just when I was getting ready to get into the car for my first 
stint, the news came that our race was over. It’s our first retirement for a technical 
reason. But that can’t devalue what has been a first-class season otherwise.”  
 
Race results 
 
1 Buemi/Davidson/Sarrazin (Toyota) 199 laps in 6h 01m 15.303 
2 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) + 1m 10.585s 
3 Conway/Martin/Rusinov (Oreca-Nissan) - 15 laps  
4 Brundle/Heinemeier Hansson/Pla (Morgan-Nissan) - 15 laps 
5 Lancaster/Reip/Wirdheim (Zytek-Nissan) - 15 laps 
6 Baguette/Gonzalez/Plowman (Morgan-Nissan) - 17 laps 
7 Cheng/Ihara/Nicolet (Morgan-Nissan) - 19 laps 
8 Dolby/Giroix/Kerr (Oreca-Nissan) - 21 laps 
9 Bruni/Vilander (Ferrari) - 24 laps 
10 Bergmeister/Pilet (Porsche) -24 laps 
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... 
Ret Duval/Kristensen/McNish (Audi) 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
In 2012, the Audi Group delivered 1,455,123 cars of the Audi brand to its customers, generated revenue 
of €48.8 billion and achieved an operating profit of €5.4 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in 
more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), 
Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with four rings will produce cars also in Foshan 
(China) as of late 2013, in 2015 in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil) and 2016 in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 
AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. 
(Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy). The Group currently employs more than 70,000 people worldwide, including around 
50,000 in Germany. Total investment of approximately €11 billion is planned by 2015 – mainly in new 
products and sustainable technologies. Audi lives up to its corporate responsibility and has strategically 
established the principle of sustainability for its products and processes. The long-term goal is CO2-
neutral mobility. 
 


