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WEC one-two victory for Audi at Silverstone  
 
• First success for new Audi R18 e-tron quattro  
• Allan McNish celebrates “home” victory with Loïc Duval and Tom 

Kristensen 
• Second sports car triumph for Audi in the 2013 season 

 
Ingolstadt/Silverstone, April 14, 2013 – Audi began the 2013 FIA World 
Endurance Championship (WEC) in World Champion’s style. The two Audi R18 e-
tron quattro cars dominated the Silverstone 6 Hours and deservingly clinched a 
one-two victory. For Audi, following the one-two result in the non-championship 
Sebring 12 Hours in March, this marked the second sports car success this year.  
 
For the first time, Audi won the famous RAC Tourist Trophy. The tradition-steeped 
trophy that has been awarded since 1905, was the main prize for the 2013 WEC 
opening event. The Scotsman Allan McNish (GB) was pleased to win this important 
motorsport trophy at his “home” round. Together with Tom Kristensen (DK) he was 
on the grid for the first time with his new team-mate Loïc Duval (F). The trio is now 
leading the WEC drivers’ standings with a seven-point advantage. In the fifth hour 
of the race, after 151 laps, they took the lead. Despite an excursion while lapping 
another car and an additional tire change McNish went on to recover the lead and 
crossed the finish line with a 3.4-second advantage.   
 
From the start, a thrilling battle had ensued with challenger Toyota. Allan McNish in 
the number 2 Audi grabbed the lead for the first time on the sixth lap. The sister car 
– number 1 – driven by Marcel Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (CH/D/F) 
completed Audi’s one-two lead at an early stage. On lap 77, the Swiss fought his way 
forward to the very front. A defect on the left front driveshaft after four hours of 
racing though meant that the hybrid system of car number 1 was no longer able to 
deliver its power to the front wheels. With that, the current World Champions had 
to admit defeat.  
 
In the technologically challenging battle of the best hybrid sports cars Audi – like 
last year – achieved victory in front of Toyota at Silverstone. The two R18 e-tron 
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quattro cars had been set up for particularly high aerodynamic downforce. The 
smaller air restrictor prescribed by the regulations this year was to reduce the 
output of Audi’s LMP sports cars. The engineers from Audi Sport worked on 
compensating for this disadvantage, which also included a power-oriented engine 
development. Furthermore, the 58-liter fuel tank capacity of the diesel hybrid sports 
car being around 20 percent smaller than that of the gasoline engine sports car of 
competitor Toyota resulted in shorter refueling intervals for Audi. Despite an 
additional refueling stop Audi managed to win with a one-lap advantage in front of 
the best Toyota finishing in third place. 
 
In just three weeks from now, the next competition is on the agenda. At Spa-
Francorchamps, on May 4, Audi is fielding three R18 e-tron quattro cars in the race 
for the first time this year in preparation for the Le Mans 24 Hours.  
 
Quotes after the race 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “It’s very nice to be able to finish 
the first WEC race in 2013 with a one-two victory. From the beginning to the end, 
we showed a consistently good performance. Both cars were running on different 
strategies and it was thrilling through to the end. Although car number 1 was 
ultimately handicapped the lap times were very strong. A duel of the kind fought 
between Allan McNish and Benoît Tréluyer is unrivaled in motorsport. That proves 
that our drivers are free to battle on track. But they also know that they’re driving 
for the Audi brand and they impressively showed that.”     
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “A great day for Audi, for 
our team and for the spectators. Our pit stop intervals were shorter than Toyota’s 
but we compensated for that with a faster race pace. The drivers did everything right 
and the pit stops were superb. Allan McNish set an exclamation mark in the end and 
went on to win a race that was almost believed to be lost. The other driver pairing 
accepted the result in true sporting spirit. That was a nice start into the season.” 
 
Loïc Duval (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “A fantastic weekend. Allan McNish was 
incredibly strong at Silverstone. He was very quick and even recovered the time loss 
after spinning shortly before the end. I’m delighted about immediately clinching a 
victory on my first start in the Audi R18 e-tron quattro at Silverstone.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “A nice race in which we clearly 
showed how we increased our pace in the winter. Toyota’s performance deserves 
respect as well. We’ve seen a thrilling battle in which Allan McNish recovered 
despite a spin. And Loïc Duval experienced a very nice debut in our driver squad.” 
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Allan McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2): “We knew it would be a difficult race. 
The competition with Toyota was tough, plus there was a thrilling duel between 
both Audi cars. In the end, it became a battle between Benoît Tréluyer and me. After 
I spun, I went for maximum attack on new tires. I managed to move to the front 
only on the penultimate lap. I’m happy about having scored the maximum number 
of points at the WEC opener for the second consecutive time.”  
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “An extremely thrilling race. Allan 
McNish was running on new tires toward the end while our tires had already run for 
many kilometers. Congratulations to the drivers of car number 2. It was a great race 
for both cars and a nice one-two victory for Audi in the battle with Toyota.” 
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “It was an open battle up to the end. 
For us, the race lasted two minutes too long... But it was a great result for Audi. For 
the Championship, the starting base is perfect even though we’d have liked to have 
been one step higher. We can be pleased nonetheless.”  
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “It’s been a good race even though 
we were lacking a bit of fortune toward the end. But the new Audi R18 e-tron 
quattro is a car that feels great. A good omen for the future.” 
 
Race results 
 
1 Duval/Kristensen/McNish (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) 197 laps  
2 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro) + 3.462s  
3 Buemi/Davidson/Sarrazin (Toyota) – 1 lap 
4 Lapierre/Wurz (Toyota) – 1 lap 
5 Heidfeld/Jani/Prost (Lola-Toyota) – 4 laps  
6 Beche/Belicchi/Cheng (Lola-Toyota) – 7 laps 
7 Graves/Pizzonia/Walker (Oreca-Nissan) – 13 laps 
8 Brundle/Heinemeier-Hansson/Pla (Morgan-Nissan) – 14 laps 
9 Dyson/Kimber-Smith/Marsal (Zytek-Nissan) – 17 laps 
10 Kaffer/Perez Companc/Minassian (Oreca-Nissan) – 18 laps 
 
 
– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered more than 1,455,100 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2012. In 2012, 
the Company posted revenue of €48.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.4 billion. Audi produces 
vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels 
(Belgium). The Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In November 2012, CKD production of the Audi 
Q7 was added to the existing Audi A4, A6 and Q5 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the 
Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 
Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company 
is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr, Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels, Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports motorcycle 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). Audi currently employs more than 68,000 
people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings plans to invest a 
total of €11 billion by 2015 – mainly in new products and the expansion of production capacities – in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” claim. Audi 
is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 
and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016.  
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik”, which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility.  


