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WEC Le Mans qualifying: Audi Sport quotes 
 
Ingolstadt/Le Mans, June 12, 2015 – Audi is ready for one of the greatest 
challenges in motorsport: the Le Mans 24 Hours. Before the race on Saturday (start 
at 15.00, CEST), drivers and officials are confident. Quotes after qualifying. 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “I’m pleased with the work done by 

the entire squad. We went through everything that was possible in the time that was 
available to us. However, there were many interruptions during the three qualifying 

sessions. That interfered a little with our programs. Still, Audi has prepared well for 
the Le Mans 24 Hours. There are many strong rivals and teams in contention for 

victory. The crowd can look forward to seeing a classic in the 83rd running of the race.”  
 

Chris Reinke (Head of LMP at Audi Sport): “I’d say our preparation for the race has 
been optimal. We used the driving time to gather as much data as possible. At the 

same time, our drivers did a perfect job and returned to the pits without the slightest 
body contact. The way the cars themselves ran technically was absolutely perfect as 

well. As always, we didn’t participate in the time chase because consistency is simply 
more important at Le Mans than a single fast lap is. Looking at the relative strengths, 

I’m sure that the first two thrilling WEC rounds at Silverstone and Spa provided a 
good taste of what the fans can expect here for 24 hours, starting on Saturday 

afternoon.”  
 

Ralf Jüttner (Team Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “We did a lot of driving, our race 
drivers were able to adjust well to the cars and technically everything went smoothly. 

Obviously, this paid off because all our drivers achieved good lap times. 
Congratulations to Porsche on clinching the best grid positions. But for the race I’m 

optimistic as far as our pace is concerned because other factors come into play across 
the distance. I’m proud of the performances of our squad. The race cars become more 

technically complex every year. From Wednesday to Thursday we prepared all three 
Audi R18 e-tron quattro cars from scratch again for the race as planned. That’s an 

outstanding achievement in such a short time.”  
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Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #7): “We used the time in qualifying to set 

up our Audi R18 e-tron quattro for dry track conditions. We also paid attention to 
giving each driver the same amount of driving time as far as possible. André (Lotterer), 

Ben (Tréluyer) and I agree that our car is good to drive. So, we were never out to set a 
single fast lap time in any of the sessions. Plus, we could have hardly beaten the 

competition either. Instead, our race car is outstanding across the distance. This 
strategy will be crucial in this race. And the weather will play a role as well. We’re in 

for a very thrilling race. I’ve got a good feeling.”  
 

André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #7): “On the test day two weeks ago, we 
didn’t find a rhythm because the weather put a spoke in our wheels. That’s why I’m 

happy that the qualifying sessions during the race week developed well for us, even 
though there were some interruptions. We continually improved our car. The R18 e-

tron quattro feels good and gives us the self-confidence you need for 24 hours.  
 

Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #7): “It’s been an exciting week up to now 
at Le Mans: scrutineering on Sunday, the traditional unveiling of the fingerprints on 

Monday, a lot of media commitments and then, obviously, the concentrated work 
with the squad on setting up our car. This build-up of suspense is exactly what makes 

Le Mans so unique. We feel comfortable in our car – that’s the best news you can have 
before a 24-hour race. We’re getting more and more excited about the start coming 

up.” 
 

Lucas di Grassi (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #8): “We’ve come a long way in preparing 
now. During the pre-tests, in free practice on Wednesday and in the qualifying 

sessions, we had to work through our program in all kinds of conditions – we’re done 
with that now. We covered a total of 124 laps, which is nearly 1,700 kilometers. Grid 

position four is a good result on the one hand but on the other it doesn’t mean a lot. 
Besides speed, it’s efficiency and reliability that count here at Le Mans more than 

anything else – and those are exactly the strengths of Audi.” 
 

Loïc Duval (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #8): “It does feel a bit strange to celebrate your 
own birthday in the pits at midnight. Although the pole position wasn’t one of the 

gifts, there was something that was even a lot more important: our three cars didn’t 
get a single scratch in the qualifying sessions and all the drivers feel comfortable in 

the cockpit. Obviously, we’ll continue to prepare up to the start of the race but the 
base for the race is excellent already. Of course we lost a lot of time due to the 

interruptions – but that’s the same for everyone in the field.” 
 

Oliver Jarvis (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #8): “It’s been a very good week for us. The 
conditions weren’t always easy, but we kept our cool and stayed focused on reeling off 

our program. Qualifying is over now, so now we’re seriously in business at Le Mans – 
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you can literally feel this tension in the pit lane. The spectators already got to see a 

thrilling qualifying in which Porsche were strong, as expected. Now, we’re going to 
leave no stone unturned to deliver an even more thrilling race to our fans.”  

 
Filipe Albuquerque (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #9): “We optimally prepared for the 

toughest race of the year. The goal of our work was to make us feel comfortable in the 
cockpit on Saturday and Sunday. So, we worked out a set-up that all three drivers are 

equally happy with. Our starting base is not so crucial. It’s a lot more important to be 
competitive in the race. I already got along well with Marco (Bonanomi) last year. And 

our newcomer René (Rast) superbly fits with our squad. Audi has prepared us well for 
this race for more than half a year.”   

 
Marco Bonanomi (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #9): “We had a lot on our plate for 

practice and qualifying, and finished our tasks. The whole team did a good job. And it 
helped that the rain that was forecast didn’t come. I’m expecting us to be in 

contention in the top group in the race. But it’s going to be a challenging weekend, 
because Porsche is a strong rival and we’re by no means underestimating our other 

competitors either. I believe we’ve got the chance of clinching a good result again this 
year at Le Mans.”  

 
René Rast (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #9): “It’s always been a big dream of mine to 

race at Le Mans in the LMP1 class. Now, this dream has come true. I had goose bumps 
now and then sitting in the car and doing my first laps in the last couple of days. But 

at the next moment, I’m totally professional again and fully concentrated on my work 
in the cockpit. We knew it would be hard for us to beat Porsche in qualifying, so we 

focused on sorting all the things for the race.”  
 

– End – 
 
 
 
In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The 
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi 
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm 
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), 
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the 
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately 
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is 
planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed 
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and 
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


