
 

1/7  

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2009 

 

 
“Vorsprung durch Technik” in the dunes  
 
 Audi is favorite at Dutch DTM round  
 Brand may clinch 50th win in DTM  
 Four triumphs at Zandvoort in past five years  
 
Ingolstadt/Zandvoort – On July 16th the Audi brand will celebrate its 100th 

anniversary. Only three days later, there may be another reason to 

celebrate: The 50th Audi victory in the most popular international touring 

car racing series is possible when the DTM visits the Netherlands.    

 

Audi has impressively demonstrated “Vorsprung durch Technik” on the 

demanding dune circuit along the Dutch North Sea Coast in recent years. To 

date, Audi has competed at Zandvoort with the A4 DTM five times, celebrating 

victory on four of these occasions. Most recently, Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline 

triumphed three times in a row, and even 1-2-3-4 exploits were achieved in the 

past two years. 

 

Audi’s string of victories at Zandvoort is no coincidence. Its highly efficient 

aerodynamics is one of the Audi A4 DTM’s great fortes and particularly useful in 

medium-fast and fast corners – and these types of turns abound on the dune 

circuit.  

 

As early as three years ago the engineers at Audi Sport spearheaded a new 

trend which the competition has since followed too: Using CFD (Computational 

Fluid Dynamics) calculations, the air currents flowing around and through the 

vehicle were separated. With each model year this innovative concept was 

optimized, enabling two consecutive DTM title wins which have put Audi in a 

unique position: As the first automobile manufacturer in DTM history, the brand 

with the four rings has the chance of winning the title for the third time in a row. 
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Zandvoort is an important stage in this endeavor. For Head of Audi Motorsport 

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich’s squad, it is crucial to fully use this technical advantage and 

to score as many points as possible. The fact that all nine Audi drivers particularly 

enjoy driving at Zandvoort comes in handy too. Some of them even call the dune 

circuit their favorite track.  

 

The “King of Zandvoort” is Mattias Ekström: The Swede is the only driver to have 

won at Zandvoort more than once. In 2002, 2004 and 2008 he crossed the finish 

line as the winner. In 2006 Tom Kristensen triumphed, in 2007 it was Martin 

Tomczyk. Title defender Timo Scheider goes to Zandvoort as the leader of the 

standings.  

 

As usual, ARD will air live broadcasts of qualifying and the race from Zandvoort 

on “Das Erste.” ARD’s live coverage of the thrilling DTM race at the Norisring was 

recently watched by 1.62 million viewers, accounting for an impressive market 

share of 13.5 percent.  

 

Quotes before the DTM race at Zandvoort   

 

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “I’m sure that the circuit at 

Zandvoort will suit our Audi A4 equally well as it has in the past. The fact that our 

cars will be slightly lighter than the Mercedes will certainly not be a disadvantage. 

We’ll give all we’ve got to clinch a big and strong team result and score as many 

points as possible for Audi.” 

 

Timo Scheider (GW:plus/Top Service Audi A4 DTM #1): “Zandvoort is one of 

my favorite tracks – maybe it’s even my most favorite one of all. I’ve always 

driven good races there. The circuit with its many semi-fast and fast combinations 

of turns has a special appeal – also due to the sand and the wind blowing from 

the beach. In the past few years we always managed to get a pretty good handle 

on this, and I’m very confident this time too. I’m happy to be coming to Zandvoort 

as the leader of the standings and would like to leave again with more than a 

one-point advantage.”  

 

Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi A4 DTM #5): “I won my first DTM race at 

Zandvoort and have actually got nothing but fond memories of this circuit. 
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Zandvoort is a track that’s fun to drive and one I always particularly look forward 

to – that’s no different this year. I’ll perfectly prepare myself for the race.” 

 

Tom Kristensen (100 Jahre Audi – A4 DTM #2): “As always, I look forward to 

Zandvoort – I think I’m not the only driver who does. Generally speaking, I’m 

happy that, finally, there are real race tracks coming up now that suit a DTM car 

much better than the two last ones did.” 

 

Oliver Jarvis (Audi Cup A4 DTM #15): “It would be nice to consign the last two 

races to oblivion. The 08-spec Audi was really good at Zandvoort last year. 

What’s more, Zandvoort is one of my favorite tracks. I’m confident that I’ll be able 

to clinch a good result.” 

 

Markus Winkelhock (Playboy Audi A4 DTM #12): “Zandvoort is a circuit that 

suits me very well. Last year, Audi took positions one to four with the 08-spec car. 

We’re also in a very good position with regard to weight. I’m going to Zandvoort 

with a good feeling.” 

 

Mike Rockenfeller (S line Audi A4 DTM #11): “I’m totally looking forward to 

Zandvoort. That was an Audi track in the past and hopefully will be again this 

year. It’s a safe assumption for me that we’ll be quick if we come up with the right 

set-up. I really like the circuit a lot. It’s a real race track with fast turns that require 

courage.” 

 

Martin Tomczyk (Red Bull Cola Audi A4 DTM #6): “Zandvoort was and 

continues to be an Audi track. Last year, we clinched a 1-2-3-4 win; that was 

perfect. We’re expecting to be very strong there this year too. As far as I’m 

personally concerned, things can only get better than they were at the previous 

races.” 

 

Katherine Legge (Audi Collection A4 DTM #21): “I can hardly wait to be driving 

at Zandvoort. Due to the fast turns Zandvoort is one of my favorite circuits. Last 

year, I was running pretty well there already with the 06-spec car.” 

 

Alexandre Prémat (Audi Bank A4 DTM #14): “I like Zandvoort very much. I 

almost won there two years ago. The track suits our Audi well and, in addition, 

we’re driving with less weight than the Mercedes and the 09-spec Audi cars. I’m 

hoping that we’ll be able to shake off our misfortune of the previous races.”  
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Hans-Jürgen Abt (Team Director Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline): 

“Zandvoort is a very special race for us: In 2002, we clinched our first DTM title 

there and won four races in the past five years. Norisring is water down the river. 

For us, the season is just really getting started now!” 

 

Ernst Moser (Team Director Audi Sport Team Phoenix): “I expect that, thanks 

to our good aerodynamics, we’ll be among the front runners with a year-old car 

again at Zandvoort too. The Norisring showed that this year anything is possible 

with a year-old car – including victories. At Zandvoort, Alex (Prémat) previously 

showed that he’s capable of winning there. Oliver (Jarvis) is highly motivated as 

well. After two races that proved to be difficult for us we’ll leave no stone 

unturned to be driving at the very front of the field.” 

 

Arno Zensen (Team Director Audi Sport Team Rosberg): “I’ll just put it in a 

nutshell: ‘Rocky’ is convinced that he can finish on the podium at Zandvoort – so 

we’ll just take him at his word. I’m also convinced that Markus will be able to do 

it.” 

 

Facts and figures 

 

In the past two years Audi celebrated 1-2-3-4 wins at Zandvoort ... With Mattias 

Ekström, Tom Kristensen and Martin Tomczyk in its ranks, Audi Sport Team 

Abt Sportsline has three drivers who previously mounted the top of the podium at 

Zandvoort ... In 2002, Mattias Ekström celebrated his victory at a DTM race at 

Zandvoort, Timo Scheider clinched his first DTM pole position at Zandvoort in 

2003 ... Audi celebrated five victories at Zandvoort in the past seven years ... Last 

year, Mattias Ekström on his pole lap in qualifying was 0.588 seconds faster 

than the best Mercedes, in the race the fastest lap times of the best Audi and the 

best Mercedes were even 0.934 seconds apart ... Mattias Ekström and Timo 

Scheider started from the first row at Zandvoort in 2007 and 2008, respectively. 

In 2007, Timo Scheider clinched the pole position, in 2008, Mattias Ekström did ... 

Mattias Ekström started from the front row at the past four DTM races (including 

the 2008 finale Hockenheim) with three times from pole ... Audi most recently 

clinched five pole positions in a row (Le Mans and Hockenheim in 2008, 

Hockenheim, EuroSpeedway and Norisring in 2009) ... Mattias Ekström is the 

only driver to have led each of the three DTM races staged so far in the 2009 

season ... As many as three Audi drivers celebrated their birthdays between the 
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DTM races at the Norisring and at Zandvoort: Mattias Ekström (31), Katherine 

Legge (29) and Tom Kristensen (42). 

 

Mattias Ekström about the circuit at Zandvoort: “Zandvoort is one of my 

favorite tracks. There are many nice turns in great combinations there; it’s an 

undulating track with a fantastic rhythm. In addition, Zandvoort is one of the few 

circuits at which you can also win from a bad starting position. At the beginning of 

the weekend the tarmac hardly has any grip. On almost every lap you feel how 

grip increases. This year, this should be even more noticeable in the race than in 

the past because we’ve got less time for practice due to the new regulations. The 

thing I like most at Zandvoort is the many blind turns – that means you’ve really 

got to have lots of confidence in your car.” 

 

The Audi drivers in the 2009 DTM 

 

Mattias Ekström (S): * Jul 14, 1978 in Falun (S); residence: Salenstein (CH); 

single; height: 1.83 m; weight: 75 kg; Audi driver since 1999; DTM races: 86; pole 

positions in the DTM: 13; DTM race victories: 13; DTM titles: 2; best result DTM 

Zandvoort: 1. 

 

Oliver Jarvis (GB): * Jan 09, 1984 in Burwell (GB); residence: Ermatingen (CH); 

single; height: 1.80 m; weight: 70 kg; Audi driver since 2008; DTM races: 14; pole 

positions in the DTM: 0; DTM race victories: 0 (best result: 3rd place); DTM titles: 

0; best result DTM Zandvoort: 17. 

 

Tom Kristensen (DK): * Jul 07, 1967 in Hobro (DK); residence: Monaco (MC); 

single (partner Hanne), two sons (Oliver and Oswald), one daughter (Carla 

Malou); height: 1.74 m; weight: 72 kg; Audi driver since 2000; DTM races: 53; 

pole positions in the DTM: 7; DTM race victories: 4; DTM titles: 0; best result 

DTM Zandvoort: 1.  

 

Katherine Legge (GB): * Jul 12, 1980 in Guildford (GB); residence: Ermatingen 

(CH); single; height: 1.73 m; weight: 60 kg; Audi driver since 2008; DTM races: 

14; pole positions in the DTM: 0; DTM race victories: 0 (best result: 12th place); 

DTM titles: 0; best result DTM Zandvoort: 16. 

 

Alexandre Prémat (F): * Apr 05, 1982 in Juvisy-sur-Orge (F); residence: 

Ermatingen (CH); single (partner Cleo), one daughter (Zoe); height: 1.82 m; 
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weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 2007; DTM races: 23; pole positions in the DTM: 

0; DTM race victories: 0 (best result: 2nd place); DTM titles: 0; best result DTM 

Zandvoort: 2. 

 

Mike Rockenfeller (D): * Oct 31, 1983 in Neuwied (D); residence: Altnau (CH); 

single (partner Susanne); height: 1.75 m; weight: 67 kg; Audi driver since 2007; 

DTM races: 24; pole positions in the DTM: 0; DTM race victories: 0 (best result: 

3rd place); DTM titles: 0; best result DTM Zandvoort: 10. 

 

Timo Scheider (D): * Nov 10, 1978 in Lahnstein (D); residence: Lochau (A); 

engaged to Jasmin, one son (Loris); height: 1.78 m; weight: 73 kg; Audi driver 

since 2006; DTM races: 91; pole positions in the DTM: 7; DTM race victories: 3; 

DTM titles: 1; best result DTM Zandvoort: 2. 

 

Martin Tomczyk (D): * Dec 07, 1981 in Rosenheim (D); residence: Aesch/Basel 

(CH); single; height: 1.88 m; weight: 80 kg; Audi driver since 2001; DTM races: 

85; pole positions in the DTM: 6; DTM race victories: 3; DTM titles: 0; best result 

DTM Zandvoort: 1. 

 

Markus Winkelhock (D): * Jun 13, 1980 in Stuttgart (D); residence: Berglen-

Steinach (D); single; height: 1.75 m; weight: 65 kg; Audi driver since 2007; DTM 

races: 32; pole positions in the DTM: 0; DTM race victories: 0 (best result: 4th 

place); DTM titles: 0; best result DTM Zandvoort: 8. 
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The schedule at Zandvoort  

 

Friday, July 17 

16:45 – 17:15 hrs Roll-out 

 

Saturday, July 18 

08:45 – 11:15 hrs Free practice 

13:35 – 14:22 hrs Qualifying 

 

Sunday, July 19 

09:30 – 10:00 hrs Warm-up 

14:03 hrs  Race 

 

- Ends -  

 

Photographs and information available at www.audi-motorsport.info  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUDI AG sold a total of 1,003,469 cars in 2008 and thus achieved its 13th consecutive record 
year. The Company posted new record figures with revenue of €34.2 billion and profit before 
tax of €3.2 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of 
CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. 
The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, 
including 46,500 in Germany. The brand with the four rings invests around €2 billion each 
year in order to sustain the company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch 
Technik” slogan. Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio 
by 2015 to 42. The AUDI brand celebrates its 100th birthday in 2009. The company was 
founded by August Horch in Zwickau on July 16, 1909; he named it AUDI after the Latin 
translation of his surname (“hark!”). 
 


