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Ultimate endurance test for new Audi R8 LMS 
 

• GT3 sports car competes in Nürburgring 24-hour race 

• Teams ABT Sportsline and Phoenix Racing with two cars each  

• High-caliber driver line-ups featuring four DTM Champions  

 
Ingolstadt – In the course of the further development of the Audi R8 LMS, 

an ultimate endurance test is on the agenda for the new GT3 sports car of 

AUDI AG at the end of May: On May 23/24, Teams ABT Sportsline and 

Phoenix Racing, with “factory” support by Audi, will field a total of four 

vehicles in the 24-hour race at the Nürburgring. 

 

“The 24 Hours is not only one of the biggest motorsport events in Germany,” says 

Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “The Nürburgring-Nordschleife is 

considered one of the world’s toughest and most demanding race tracks. Similar 

to Sebring for the sports prototypes, it is superbly suited for revealing the final 

improvement potential of any new race car. This is exactly what we’re planning to 

do at the 24-hour race before delivering the R8 LMS to customers, starting this 

fall.”  

 

The Audi R8 LMS delivering some 500 hp has so far completed two “test” races 

as part of the BFGoodrich Endurance Championship on the Nürburgring-

Nordschleife and already clinched a podium result in the process. Another “test” 

race is planned for May 2. On that day, the 14 drivers scheduled to contest the 

24-hour race will be at the wheel of the four vehicles.  

 

Teams ABT Sportsline and Phoenix Racing managed to form high-caliber driver 

squads consisting of five current Audi “factory” drivers, four DTM Champions, 

four Le Mans winners and five drivers who have won the 24-hour race at the 
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Nürburgring at least once. All 14 drivers are regarded as outstanding endurance 

racers who are intimately familiar with the Nürburgring-Nordschleife.  

 

They include the reigning DTM Champion Timo Scheider, who – together with his 

DTM teammate Mattias Ekström and three-time Le Mans winner Marco Werner – 

will compete for Team ABT Sportsline. On the occasion of the Audi brand’s 100th 

anniversary, their Audi R8 LMS will contest the event as car number 100. The 

second ABT Sportsline R8 will be driven by Christian Abt, Jean-François 

Hemroulle, Pierre Kaffer and Lucas Luhr. 

 

Marc Basseng, Mike Rockenfeller and Frank Stippler will drive one of the two 

cars of Team Phoenix Racing. With the multiple Le Mans winners Frank Biela, 

Emanuele Pirro and Hans-Joachim Stuck as well as Marcel Fässler at the wheel, 

the second R8 LMS fielded by Phoenix Racing has a particularly prominent 

cockpit crew.  

 

With three overall victories under his belt so far, Hans-Joachim Stuck, who has 

been the Motorsport Representative of the Volkswagen Group since January 

2008, is one of most successful drivers of the 24-hour race. Lucas Luhr, 

Emanuele Pirro, Timo Scheider and Mike Rockenfeller have entered their names 

on the winners’ list of the endurance classic as well. 

 

Also Team Phoenix Racing has already won the Nürburgring 24 hours. It 

triumphed at its home race in the Eifel region in 2003. The best result (second 

place) achieved by ABT Sportsline so far dates back to 2003 as well. 

 

The 37th edition of the ADAC Zurich 24-Hour Race will start on Saturday, May 23, 

at 4 p.m. (local time). Practice sessions will be held on Thursday and Friday. The 

sports channel DSF will air extensive live coverage from the Nürburgring. 
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The Audi teams at the 24-hour race on the Nürburgring: 

 

Audi R8 LMS #97 (ABT Sportsline) 

Christian Abt (D) 

Jean-François Hemroulle (B) 

Pierre Kaffer (D) 

Lucas Luhr (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #98 (Phoenix Racing) 

Marc Basseng (D) 

Frank Stippler (D) 

Mike Rockenfeller (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #99 (Phoenix Racing) 

Frank Biela (D) 

Marcel Fässler (CH) 

Emanuele Pirro (I) 

Hans-Joachim Stuck (A) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #100 (ABT Sportsline) 

Mattias Ekström (S) 

Timo Scheider (D) 

Marco Werner (D) 

 

- Ends -  

 

Photographs and information available at www.audi-motorsport.info  

 
 

 
AUDI AG sold a total of 1,003,469 cars in 2008 and thus achieved its 13th consecutive record 
year. The Company posted new record figures with revenue of 34.2 billion and profit before 
tax of 3.2 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of 
CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. 
The Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned 
subsidiaries include Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 

and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, 
including 46,500 in Germany. The brand with the four rings invests around 2 billion each 
year in order to sustain the company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch 
Technik” slogan. Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio 
by 2015 to 40. The AUDI brand celebrates its 100th birthday in 2009. The company was 
founded by August Horch in Zwickau on July 16, 1909; he named it AUDI after the Latin 
translation of his surname (“hark!”).    


