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The art of being in front – Audi is the hunted 
in the DTM  
 

• Audi has remained undefeated at Hockenheim season opener since 

2007  

• Mattias Ekström is the man to beat  

• Katherine Legge assumes role with the FIA 

 

Ingolstadt, April 17, 2010 – Finally, the time has come: exactly 183 days after 

the 2009 finale that proved to be a triumphant one for Audi, the starting lights in 

the DTM are switching to green again. On April 25, the new DTM season will start 

at the Hockenheimring.  

 

Audi will arrive at Hockenheim as the squad to be hunted. The brand with the four 

rings last won the season opener in the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg three 

consecutive times – and in the end took the champion’s title three times in a row as 

well. No automobile manufacturer in DTM history has ever managed this feat 

before. 

 

Still, the brand’s aims for 2010 are equally ambitious. “After the season, we want to 

be all the way in front again,” says Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. 

Michael Dick, Member of the Board of Management for Technical Development at 

Audi, adds: “That we have won three consecutive titles and are thus the record 

holder in the DTM does fill us with a certain amount of pride but makes us no less 

hungry for further victories. Our drivers and teams will give everything to continue 

last year’s exploits, with all their heart and passion.” 

 

This will be no mean feat because the DTM issued a ban on developments in the 

interest of maximum efficiency.   

 

For DTM fans this means that the entire field of entrants will be similarly close as 

last year. Perhaps even closer because the vehicles of the older generation will 

receive an even greater weight advantage than before – and they definitely made 

good use of it as early as during the official DTM tests at Valencia. The fastest Audi 
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driver in the tests was the 21-year-old Spaniard Miguel Molina, the only newcomer 

to the Audi driver squad.  

 

The Technical Regulations of the DTM do not allow much leeway. But despite the 

constraints, Audi Sport has continually managed to stay a small step ahead of its 

rivals with the A4 in recent years. Will the squad succeed in this endeavor again this 

year? “We were only able to try out combinations with existing components,” 

explains Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “And that’s what we did. I hope that we’ve again 

made a few steps in the right direction. The first races will show how big these steps 

have been.” 

 

In any event, the Audi drivers are looking forward to the season opener with eager 

anticipation. “I’m dying for the season to get underway,” says Mattias Ekström, the 

2004 and 2007 DTM champion and winner of the season openers in 2007 and 2008. 

“Hockenheim is always a great track to start the season.” 

 

Title defender Timo Scheider is already thinking a step further – namely title number 

three: “This sounds easier than it is. But as a two-time champion that’s the only aim 

you can have!” 

 

Mattias Ekström: the man to beat at Hockenheim 

 

For years, he has been setting the benchmark at Hockenheim: Mattias Ekström. In 

2007 and 2008 the Swede from Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline won the season 

opener at the Hockenheimring in the Audi A4 DTM. In 2009 he was again 

commandingly leading the race when a puncture cost him the well-deserved victory 

two laps before the end of the race – which marked the beginning of a nearly 

incredible streak of mishaps which deprived Ekström of the chance to win the title 

last year.   

 

In 2009 he proved again that he is the man to beat on the 4.574-kilometer race 

track when he clinched the pole position at the finale. But in a collision with Gary 

Paffett the radiator of his A4 was damaged. Instead of ten points Ekström merely 

took a total of two at Hockenheim. 

 

He is determined that this year will be different. The Swede who defeated Michael 

Schumacher at the finale of the “Race of Champions” in Beijing last winter hopes to 

have put all the misfortune of the past season behind him and has prepared for the 

new season even more vigorously than ever before. “The competition in the DTM will 

even be tougher this year,” he believes. “That’s why I’ve left nothing to chance.” 
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Katherine Legge: driver’s representative on FIA commission 

 

For Katherine Legge, the Hockenheimring will mark the beginning of a new stage in 

her career. The only woman to have managed setting a fastest race lap in the “new” 

DTM so far will compete for Audi Sport Team Rosberg – which means that she will 

also be tackling her third DTM season in a new team. Legge received the vehicle 

previously driven by Mike Rockenfeller and is hoping for a good result. “Hockenheim 

is the track on which I’ve driven most of my kilometers in DTM races and experience 

is simply a huge factor,” says the Briton who lives in Switzerland.  

 

The 29-year-old recently assumed a function with the FIA as well. As driver’s 

representative on the newly formed Women & Motor Sport Commission (WMC) 

whose President is the former Audi “factory” driver Michèle Mouton, her job will be 

to help strengthen the role of women in motorsport.  

 

“It’s a great honor for me to work for the FIA and I think that the campaign will 

really help improve the position of women in the motorsport industry, not only with 

respect to us as racers but in all areas. We will drive this effort forward.” 

 

Other topics of the weekend 

 

• Who has done the best job during the winter despite the development ban? 

• How strong will the 2008-spec vehicles be with less weight? 

• How will the new Dunlop tires work? 

• How good will “Magic” Miguel Molina be on his DTM debut? 

• How will Oliver Jarvis be doing in the current Audi A4 DTM? 

 

Quotes by the officials 

 

Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “We’re all looking forward to 

contesting races again. It’s exciting to develop a race car in winter. But it doesn’t 

compare with the tension and the emotions that go along with a race. We already 

felt that at Le Castellet when we won the season opener of the Le Mans Series with 

our new R15 plus. And that’ll be the same at the DTM season opener at 

Hockenheim. In view of the high level of our rivals I expect a very tough year full of 

battles in the DTM.” 
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Hans-Jürgen Abt (Team Director Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline): “We’re very 

happy that things are finally starting again after the long winter. We’ve intensely 

prepared ourselves. The whole squad is again starting to the season with ambitious 

aims, so the season opener is particularly important, as it always is. Although 2010 

is already our eleventh DTM season the butterflies in the stomach before the first 

race are just the same as in all the years before. I suppose the DTM fans feel the 

same.” 

 

Ernst Moser (Team Director Audi Sport Team Phoenix): “The team and I feel the 

same: finally, we’re starting to race again! As the saying goes, ‘the storm follows the 

calm’. I’m really excited about the first race at Hockenheim. We’re pleased with the 

rating of the 2008-spec vehicles and the weight advantage of 25 kilograms. The 

tests at Valencia went well too. With Alex (Prémat) and Mike (Rockenfeller) we’ve 

got two youngsters with lots of experience, though. What more do we want?” 

 

Arno Zensen (Team Director Audi Sport Team Rosberg): “It’s great that the winter 

break which never seems to end in the DTM is over now. We’re hot about the first 

race! We look forward to the new challenge. With Katherine Legge we’ve got a lady 

driving for us for the first time in the DTM. And since no woman has clinched a point 

yet in the new DTM, this is clearly our goal for 2010. The test with her at Valencia 

was really promising and she feels totally in her element with us. Markus 

Winkelhock was the second-best driver of a year-old Audi last year. The best one, 

Oliver Jarvis, is now driving a current car, so it’s Markus’ job to take his place in 

2010.”  

 

Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 

 

Mattias Ekström (31/S), Red Bull Audi A4 DTM #5 (Audi Sport Team Abt 

Sportsline) 

• Is now tackling his tenth DTM season 

• Commandingly won the 2007 and 2008 DTM openers and lost victory in 2009 

only on the penultimate lap due to a puncture 

“I can hardly wait for the action to start. Hockenheim is always a great track to start 

the season on. This time, Hockenheim is really special for me: I’m starting my tenth 

DTM season and my tenth with Audi and Team Abt Sportsline. It still seems like 

yesterday that I started my DTM career, at Hockenheim in 2001.” 

 

Oliver Jarvis (26/GB), Tabac Original Audi A4 DTM #2 (Audi Sport Team Abt) 

• Clinched his first DTM podium last year at Hockenheim 

• Contests is his first race in a current-generation Audi A4 DTM 
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• Competes with the colors of Tabac Original for the first time 

“My DTM career began at Hockenheim too. In 2008, I qualified for eighth place in 

the quickest year-old car, in 2009, I was on the podium. So Hockenheim is obviously 

the best track for me to start the season! I’m very excited about my first DTM race 

for my new team.” 

 

Katherine Legge (29/GB), Glamour Audi A4 DTM #15 (Audi Sport Team Rosberg)  

• Clinched her best DTM result at Hockenheim last year 

• First race for her new team (Rosberg) 

• Advertises “30 Jahre quattro” (“30 Years of quattro”) 

“New year, new team, same track, same car: I’m already familiar with some of the 

conditions at the beginning of my third year for Audi in the DTM. But a few things 

are brand new. Hockenheim is the track on which I’ve driven most of my kilometers 

in DTM races and experience is simply a huge factor. I’ve really gelled with Audi 

Sport Team Rosberg and look forward to this new start.”  

 

Miguel Molina (21/E), Audi Bank A4 DTM #18 (Audi Sport Rookie Team Abt) 

• The first DTM race for the young Spaniard 

• The first Spanish driver in DTM history 

• Was the fastest Audi driver in pre-season tests at Valencia 

• At the age of 21, is the youngest Audi driver 

“For me, almost everything will be new at Hockenheim. I’m experiencing my DTM 

debut, I’m driving my first ever touring car race, and on a track that I don’t know. 

And obviously I’m competing for a team that’s new to me. The tests with the Audi 

A4 DTM went well, but when things really get started now, I’ll be in for an intense 

period of learning.” 

 

Alexandre Prémat (28/F), TV Movie Audi A4 DTM #9 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 

• Is concentrating on the DTM for the first time in 2010 

• Plans to marry his partner Cléo in summer 

• Has a new main sponsor: TV Movie 

“I’ve still got fond and very fresh memories of Hockenheim: last year I clinched 

fourth place there as my best result of the season. Hockenheim is a demanding track 

with many fast places but also some very slow corners. And for the fans the track is 

incredibly beautiful, particularly the Motodrom is quite an experience.” 

 

Mike Rockenfeller (26/D), S line Audi A4 DTM #10 (Audi Sport Team Phoenix) 

• Only Audi-DTM driver with a double program (DTM/Le Mans) 

• Competes for Team Phoenix for the first time after three years with Audi Sport 

Team Rosberg  
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• Won the Le Mans Series in 2008 together with Alexandre Prémat  

“Everyone obviously wants to know how they are ranked at the season opener. 

Cockpits have been re-assigned; the cars have been rated differently than before. I 

look forward to my first start with Audi Sport Team Phoenix. The crowd is 

traditionally tremendous. And competing in front of a full house is always a 

fantastic experience, even for a seasoned campaigner.” 

 

Timo Scheider (31/D), GW:plus/Top Service Audi A4 DTM #1 (Audi Sport Team 

Abt)  

• Contests his 99th DTM race at Hockenheim 

• Has not been able to win the season opener yet 

• Like Mattias Ekström and Martin Tomczyk, is tackling his 10th DTM season 

“Going to Hockenheim is always really special. Not only because every DTM season 

has started there for the past ten years. For me, the overwhelming emotions of my 

title wins in the past two years are tied to this track. I’m happy to be starting into 

the season there as the title defender for the second time.” 

 

Martin Tomczyk (28/D), Red Bull Cola Audi A4 DTM #6 (Audi Sport Team Abt 

Sportsline) 

• Has lost five kilograms of weight in winter  

• Is tackling his tenth DTM season 

“I feel better prepared than ever before because I’ve changed a few things and 

trained a lot. It’ll be very interesting to see the relative strengths in the DTM field. 

On the one hand there have been no changes due to the ban on technical 

development but on the other each team manages to find some nuances in the set-

up after all. And we’ll be driving with modified tires from Dunlop. I’m eager to see 

how all these factors will play out in the field.” 

 

Markus Winkelhock (29/D), Playboy/GW:plus Audi A4 DTM #14 (Audi Sport 

Team Rosberg) 

• By clinching fourth place at the Hockenheim season opener, achieved his best 

DTM result so far 

• Has a new team-mate: Katherine Legge 

“Hockenheim is my home round. I live only 110 kilometers from there. The layout of 

the track has always suited me well. When my Uncle Jockel was still driving in the 

DTM my favorite place as a fan was in the stands along the Sachs corner. That’s still 

one of the nicest places for spectators.” 

 



 

7/11 

The Audi drivers in the 2010 DTM 

 

Mattias Ekström (S): * Jul 14, 1978 in Falun (S); residence: Salenstein (CH); single; 

height: 1.83 m; weight: 77 kg; Audi driver since 1999; DTM races: 93; pole 

positions: 14; victories: 13; fastest laps: 9; points: 447; DTM titles: 2 (2004, 2007); 

best result, DTM season opener Hockenheim: 1. 

 

Oliver Jarvis (GB): * Jan 09, 1984 in Burwell (GB); residence: Ermatingen (CH); 

single; height: 1.80 m; weight: 70 kg; Audi driver since 2008; DTM races: 21; pole 

positions: 1; victories: 0 (best result: 2
nd

 place); fastest laps: 0; points: 23; DTM 

titles: 0; best result at  DTM season opener Hockenheim: 3. 

 

Katherine Legge (GB): * Jul 12, 1980 in Guildford (GB); residence: Ermatingen (CH); 

single; height: 1.73 m; weight: 58 kg; Audi driver since 2008; DTM races: 21; pole 

positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 12
th

 place); fastest laps: 1; points: 0; DTM 

titles: 0; best result, DTM season opener Hockenheim: 12. 

 

Miguel Molina (E): * Feb 17, 1989 in Girona (E); residence: Lloret de Mar (E); single; 

height: 1.75 m; weight: 62 kg; Audi driver since 2010; DTM races: 0; pole positions: 

0; victories: 0; fastest laps: 0; points: 0; DTM titles: 0. 

 

Alexandre Prémat (F): * Apr 05, 1982 in Juvisy-sur-Orge (F); residence: Ermatingen 

(CH); single (partner Cléo), one daughter (Zoe); height: 1.82 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi 

driver since 2007; DTM races: 30; pole positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 2
nd

 

place); fastest laps: 0; points: 29; DTM titles: 0; best result, DTM season opener 

Hockenheim: 11. 

 

Mike Rockenfeller (D): * Oct 31, 1983 in Neuwied (D); residence: Altnau (CH); single 

(partner Susanne); height: 1.75 m; weight: 67 kg; Audi driver since 2007; DTM 

races: 31; pole positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 3
rd

 place); fastest laps: 0; 

points: 21; DTM titles: 0; best result, DTM season opener Hockenheim: 10. 

 

Timo Scheider (D): * Nov 11, 1978 in Lahnstein (D); residence: Lochau (A); single, 

one son (Loris); height: 1.78 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 2006; DTM races: 

98; pole positions: 7; victories: 5; fastest laps: 4; points; 265; DTM titles: 2 (2008, 

2009); best result, DTM season opener Hockenheim: 2. 

 

Martin Tomczyk (D): * Dec 07,.1981 in Rosenheim (D); residence: Aesch/Basel (CH); 

single (partner Christina); height: 1.88 m; weight: 75 kg; Audi driver since 2001; 
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DTM races: 92; pole positions: 7; victories: 4; fastest laps: 5; points: 229; DTM 

titles: 0; best result  DTM season opener Hockenheim: 2. 

 

Markus Winkelhock (D): * Jun 13,.1980 in Stuttgart (D); residence: Berglen-

Steinach (D); single; height: 1.75 m; weight: 65 kg; Audi driver since 2007; DTM 

races: 39; pole positions: 0; victories: 0 (best result: 4
th

 place); fastest laps: 0; DTM 

titles: 0; points: 17; best result, DTM season opener Hockenheim: 4. 

 

2009 DTM season statistics 

 

Victories: Mercedes 6; Audi 4 

Pole positions: Audi 8; Mercedes 2 

Fastest laps: Audi 6; Mercedes 4 

Leading laps: Audi 325; Mercedes 223 

 

Audi DTM statistics 

 

Pole positions: 55 

Victories: 52 

Fastest laps: 39 

Champion’s titles: 7 (1990, 1991, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2009) 

 

All winners of the season openers since 2000 

 

2000 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz), Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 

2001 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 

2002 Laurent Aiello (Abt-Audi) 

2003 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 

2004 Gary Paffett (Mercedes-Benz) 

2005 Jean Alesi (Mercedes-Benz) 

2006 Bernd Schneider (Mercedes-Benz) 

2007 Mattias Ekström (Audi) 

2008 Mattias Ekström (Audi) 

2009 Tom Kristensen (Audi) 

 

Track info 

 

Track length: 4.574 km 

Race distance: 39 laps = 178.386 km 
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DTM track record in qualifying: Mattias Ekström (Audi), 1m 32.244s = 178.509 

km/h (Oct 25, 2008) 

DTM track record in the race: Paul Di Resta (Mercedes), 1m 33.576s = 175.968 

km/h (Oct 26, 2008) 

Pole position 2009: Mattias Ekström (Audi), 1m 32.535s = 177.948 km/h 

Fastest lap 2009: Mattias Ekström Audi), 1m 34.640s = 173.990 km/h 

Turnout 2009: 91,000 spectators 

TV live rating 2009: 1.19 million / 10.9 % market share (source: ARD) 

 

Mike Rockenfeller about the Hockenheimring: “Driving at Hockenheim is always a great 

feeling. And obviously everyone wants to know how they are ranked at the season opener. 

The crowd is traditionally tremendous. And competing in front of a full house is always a 

fantastic experience, even for a seasoned campaigner. The set-up of a race car requires a 

degree of compromise at Hockenheim. It takes a very stable car to take corners at high 

speeds such as on the first corner, when entering the Motodrom section, and when 

negotiating the last two corners. On the one hand, you need very good mechanical grip to 

get around the very tight corners such as the Spitzkehre hairpin bend. The best 

opportunities to overtake are just after the Parabolica section and two corners later in the 

tight left-hander bend.” 

 

Hockenheim season opener statistics since 2004 (Audi “factory” commitment) 

 

Races: 6 

Audi victories: 3  

Pole positions: 4  

Fastest laps: 1  

 

2009 flashback 

 

Tom Kristensen, Timo Scheider, Oliver Jarvis and Markus Winkelhock clinched a 1-2-

3-4 win for the Audi A4 DTM in front of 91,000 spectators and achieved the best 

start to a season in Audi’s DTM history. It could have even been a 1-2-3-4-5 win for 

the brand with the four rings. But a puncture on the penultimate lap cost Mattias 

Ekström a victory that seemed to be sure. The two-time DTM champion had been 

dominating the race after starting from the pole position and was leading with more 

than a ten-second advantage when debris on the track slit the left rear tire of his 

Audi A4 DTM. Ekström had to come in for an unscheduled pit stop on the 

penultimate lap and dropped to seventh place.  
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2009 results 

1 Tom Kristensen (Audi A4 DTM) 39 laps in 1h 05m 35.819s 

2 Timo Scheider (Audi A4 DTM) + 0.353s 

3 Oliver Jarvis (Audi A4 DTM) + 4.450s 

4 Markus Winkelhock (Audi A4 DTM) + 10.840s 

5 Paul Di Resta (Mercedes) + 21.832s 

... 

7 Mattias Ekström (Audi A4 DTM) + 36.730s 

12 Katherine Legge (Audi A4 DTM) + 1m 20.882s 

 

Schedule 

 

Friday, April 23 

12:20–12:50  Roll-out 

15:15–16:45  Free practice 1 

16:45–16:50 Starting practice 

 

Saturday, April 24 

09:30–11:00 Free practice 2 

13:45–14:43 Qualifying 

 

Sunday, April 25 

09:35–10:05 Warm-up 

14:00  Race  

 

TV schedule (ARD live) 

 

Saturday, April 24 

13:30–15:00 Qualifying 

 

Sunday, April 25 

13:45–15:30 Race  
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AUDI Group sold around 950,000 cars in 2009. The Company posted revenue of €29.8 billion and an 
operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of CKD 
production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 
2015, Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
  
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. 

 


