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Successful season for Audi Sport customer racing 
 

• Laurens Vanthoor wins Intercontinental GT Challenge  
• Worldwide success with overall titles and class trophies 
• Pros and amateurs successful from club racing to global competitions 
 

Ingolstadt/Sepang, December 10, 2016 – Strong season for Audi Sport customer racing: 
Drivers and teams have clinched 24 titles and celebrated endurance racing victories with the 
Audi R8 LMS in the 2016 season. As a result, in a fierce competitive environment with up to 
eleven marques, Audi fared brilliantly again in the eighth season of its customer racing 
program.  
 
Audi has ended the 2016 season with two big trophies. In the Sepang 12 Hours in Malaysia, Audi 
celebrated overall victory with Laurens Vanthoor, Christopher Haase and Robin Frijns from Audi 

Sport Team Phoenix. Vanthoor additionally secured the drivers’ title in the inaugural 
Intercontinental GT Challenge, Audi won the manufacturers title. The race on the Grand Prix 

circuit was marked by heavy rain showers. The Audi R8 LMS cars did the best job of coping with 
the difficult conditions and halfway through the race captured positions one and two. After 305 

laps, the #15 Audi R8 LMS, which had started from the pit lane, was the first car to see the 
checkered flag, with a one-lap advantage. Pierre Kaffer, René Rast and Markus Winkelhock in 

the #16 sister car completed the podium in third place. Audi customer team B-Quik Racing that 
took class victory with drivers Daniel Bilski, Henk Kiks and Peter Kox had reason to celebrate as 

well. 
 

Other outstanding successes this season include victory in the FIA GT World Cup which Audi 
achieved for the first time. The prestigious sprint race in Macau was won by the Belgian Laurens 

Vanthoor with Belgian Audi Club Team WRT in November. Vincent Vosse’s Belgian squad 
clinched another important international trophy, with Enzo Ide from Belgium having won the 

Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup. On a national level, ten Audi drivers won as well. Connor De 
Phillippi/Christopher Mies in the ADAC GT Masters, Fabian Plentz and Tommy Tulpe in the DMV-

GTC competitions, Phil Hanson/Nigel Moore in the United Kingdom, Neil Foster/Johnny Reid in 
New Zealand and Steven McLaughlan in Australia. In addition, the tally includes 14 other class 

trophies, for instance in team classifications or GT categories of major sports car series like the 
IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship in North America. 

 
“The variety of the successes is remarkable,” says Chris Reinke, Head of Audi Sport customer 

racing. “Pros as well as amateurs perfectly managed to handle the new Audi R8 LMS in its first 
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full season in the hands of customers. The geographic distribution with titles clinched in 

Australia, Asia, Europe and North America says a lot as well. The teams highly appreciate our 
established support network and our race car is optimally suited for diverse tracks and racing 

distances.”  
 

In addition to the trophies, Audi Sport customer racing is proud of two milestones. In July, 
Stephan Winkelmann, Managing Director of Audi Sport GmbH, handed over the 200th GT3 race 

car built by Audi since 2009 to Team Montaplast by Land-Motorsport. In October, the brand 
presented the Audi RS 3 LMS for the TCR category, the first customer deliveries being planned 

before the year is out. With that, customer racing at Audi will be on an even broader base than 
before, starting in the 2017 season.  

 
 

2016 track record 
 

FIA titles 
FIA GT World Cup Drivers: Laurens Vanthoor (B) 

 
FIA GT World Cup Manufacturers: Audi 

 
Drivers’ overall championship wins 
ADAC GT Masters: Christopher Mies/Connor De Phillippi (D/USA) 
 

Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup: Enzo Ide (B) 
 

DMV GTC: Fabian Plentz (D) 
 

DMV GTC Dunlop 60: Fabian Plentz/Tommy Tulpe (D/D) 
 

Dunlop Endurance Championship: Phil Hanson/Nigel Moore (GB/GB) 
 

Intercontinental GT Challenge: Laurens Vanthoor (B) 
 

North Island Endurance Series Three Hour: Neil Foster/Jonny Reid (NZ/NZ) 
 

Victorian State Circuit Racing Championships Sports Cars: Steven McLaughlan (AUS) 
 

Other titles 
ADAC GT Masters Junior: Connor De Phillippi (USA) 

 
ADAC GT Masters Teams: Montaplast by Land-Motorsport 

 
Australian GT Trophy Series: Rob Smith (AUS) 
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Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup Teams : Belgian Audi Club Team WRT 
 

British GT3 Silver Drivers: Will Moore/Ryan Ratcliffe (GB/GB) 
 

GT Asia Series Pro-Am-Cup: Shaun Thong (HK) 
 

IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship GT Daytona Car Manufacturers: Audi 
 

Intercontinental GT Challenge Manufacturers: Audi 
 

International Endurance Series Rookies: Max Edelhoff (D) 
 

Pan Delta Circuit Hero One GT: Huang Hsi-Chan (RC) 
 

SprintX Pro Drivers: Dion von Moltke (USA) 
 

Tequila Patrón North American Endurance Cup Teams: Magnus Racing 
 

Tequila Patrón North American Endurance Cup Manufacturers: Audi 
 

VLN Speed Trophy: Montaplast by Land-Motorsport 
 

Audi R8 LMS Cup 
Alex Yoong (MAL) 

 
Overall victories in endurance races 
Dubai 24 Hours: Alain Ferté/Stuart Leonard/Michael Meadows/Laurens Vanthoor (F/GB/GB/B) 
 

Thunderhill 25 Hours: Mike Hedlund/Darren Law/Dion von Moltke/Johannes van Overbeek 
(USA/USA/USA/USA) 

 
Sepang 12 Hours: Laurens Vanthoor/Christopher Haase/Robin Frijns (B/D/NL) 

 
Class victories and trophies in endurance races 
Daytona 24 Hours GTD: Andy Lally/John Potter/René Rast/Marco Seefried (USA/USA/D/D) 
 

Spa 24 Hours Coupe du Roi: Audi 
 

 
– End – 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 
2015 financial year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the company all over the world, 
about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the 
future of mobility. 
 


