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Strong start to European endurance season for  
Audi R8 LMS 
 

• Audi wins GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup season opener 
• Clubsport successes for Audi R8 LMS in Germany and Eastern Europe 
• Victories for the Audi RS 3 LMS in Germany, Japan and Canada 
 

Neuburg a. d. Donau, July 27, 2020 – Audi Sport made a strong showing with its customers in 
Europe, Japan and Canada. The opening victory of the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT in the 
most fiercely contested endurance racing series in Europe was the highlight of the fourth 
weekend in July.  
 

Audi R8 LMS GT3 
Dominant performance at Imola: The Audi Sport customer racing teams made their mark on the 

GT World Challenge Europe Endurance Cup season opener with a pole position and victory. An 
Audi R8 LMS was already at the front in qualifying at Imola: Attempto Racing captured the pole 

position with Kim-Luis Schramm as well as Audi Sport drivers Mattia Drudi and Frédéric Vervisch. 
Vervisch finished the session with a fabulous time which gave the three drivers an average lead 

of 0.144 seconds. After qualifying, the best 26 of the 46 contenders were separated by just a 
single second. In the race, however, the team from Hanover lost its chances for victory after an 

initial lead due to a slow pit stop. This was the hour of the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT. After 
privateer Matthieu Vaxivière handed over his GT3 sportscar in fifth place after the initial phase, 

Audi Sport driver Kelvin van der Linde started a catch-up race. The South African fought his way 
to the top and gained a 20-second lead. For the third and final leg of the three-hour race his 

Audi Sport mate Mirko Bortolotti took over the number 31 Audi. Two safety car phases 
completely melted away a 25-second advantage but the Italian managed a perfect restart in 

each case. In his home country he thus maintained a 3.4-second advantage in the end. 
Bortolotti, who is making his debut season with Audi Sport, celebrated his first victory in an Audi 

R8 LMS with his team mates. 
 

Flawless series in club racing: Uwe Alzen remains unbeaten in the Spezial Tourenwagen Trophy 
2020. After the season opener at the Lausitzring two weeks ago, the former professional driver 

and DTM race winner was also unbeatable at Hockenheim. His Spirit Race Team Uwe Alzen 
Automotive captured the pole position with the Audi R8 LMS in each of the two qualifying 

sessions on the second weekend of the German club racing series. The 52-year-old from 
Betzdorf won the first 30-minute sprint with a 65-second lead, the second with almost 35 
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seconds – in each case ahead of his brother Jürgen Alzen. 

 
Successful start at the Adriatic Sea: The Eastern European Eset V4 Cup held its opening event at 

the Grobnik circuit in Croatia. Audi privateer Daniel Skalický was on the podium in both sprints 
and in the endurance race. In the one-hour endurance race, the Czech in the Audi R8 LMS ultra 

took second place in the GT3 classification. In the first sprint, Skalický improved from third on 
the grid to second position, in the second race he advanced from fourth to third overall on the 

twisty track near Rijeka, thus finishing second in the GT3 class.  
 

Audi RS 3 LMS (TCR) 
Unusual success in Japan: Audi Team Hitotsuyama made the best possible result in TCR Japan 

out of the worst possible conditions with a victory. Dense fog dominated the entire weekend on 
the Sugo circuit in the Miyagi prefecture about 350 kilometres north of the Japanese capital 

Tokyo. As a consequence, the race control had to cancel both qualifying sessions and determined 
the starting grid for the season opener by drawing lots. Takuro Shinohara from Audi Team 

Hitotsuyama was unlucky and took last place on the grid after he had set the pace as the fastest 
driver in the second and third free practice sessions. The 25-year-old junior driver then made a 

strong comeback race with all the more ambition in the Audi RS 3 LMS. In a three-way fight, 
Shinohara lost the lead again briefly, quickly regained it and finally won by 0.425 seconds. 

However, the second sprint on Sunday planned for the opening weekend fell victim to the thick 
fog. 

 
A victorious start in Canada: The 2020 season in the Canadian Touring Car Championship began 

with a victory and another podium for Audi. Best Audi privateer in the first race was Marco 
Cirone from Mark Motors Racing in third place in the TCR classification. Zachary Vanier 

subsequently clinched his first victory in the Audi RS 3 LMS at the Mosport circuit. The 
youngster, who is only 17 years old, had started the second race from second position and 

fought thrilling duels with veteran drivers Gary Kwok and Bob Attrell. After 40 minutes of 
racing, the talent from Team Pfaff Motorsports crossed the finish line as the winner of the TCR 

classification with a mere 0.065-second lead. The best Audi privateer in the first race was Marco 
Cirone from Mark Motors Racing in third place in the TCR classification. With the customer 

teams Mark Motors Racing, TWOth Autosport, Pfaff Motorsports, Blanchet Motorsports and a 
total of five RS 3 LMS, Audi is the most popular brand in the field of the Canadian racing series. 

 
Aleksej Dudukalo moves up to second place in the table: In TCR Russia, Audi privateer Aleksej 

Dudukalo significantly improved his championship position on the second race weekend after 
two strong races. The driver of the Lukoil Racing Team had travelled to the Igora Drive circuit 13 

points behind, but left the track near St. Petersburg again with a gap of just two points to 
championship leader Kirill Ladygin. As the best of four drivers of an Audi RS 3 LMS, Dudukalo 

had improved from eleventh on the grid to third position in the first race. In the second race he 
again managed a strong recovery: the experienced driver moved up from twelfth to fourth place. 

However, the best driver of an Audi RS 3 LMS was Andrey Radoshnov. The Carville Racing driver 
finished second after 15 laps.  
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First class victory with Audi: Max Frederik Gruhn achieved his first class win with the Audi RS 3 
LMS in the Spezial Tourenwagen Trophy at Hockenheim. After the Lower Saxony native from 

Dannenberg was the only competitor in his class who had no opponents in the 60-minute race of 
the P9 Endurance Challenge on Friday and won, he also prevailed against a stronger competitor 

the following day. The junior, whose grandfather Berthold Gruhn has been an Audi Sport 
customer for many years and drove an Audi R8 LMS in the same competition, finished the first 

sprint in third place in Division 2 before winning the second sprint in front of a Porsche Cup race 
car. 

 
Coming up next week 
31/07–02/08 Lausitzring (D), rounds 1 and 2, ADAC GT Masters 
31/07–02/08 Lausitzring (D), rounds 1 and 2, ADAC TCR Germany 

31/07–02/08 Misano (I), rounds 3 and 4, TCR Italy 
31/07–02/08 Misano (I), rounds 1 and 2, Campionato Italiano GT Sprint 

31/07–02/08 Road America (USA), round 3, IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge 
31/07–02/08 Road America (USA), round 4, IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 

01/08 Nürburgring (D), round 4, Nürburgring Langstrecken-Serie 
01–02/08 Spa (B), rounds 1 and 2, DTM Trophy 

 
– End – 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in 11 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi 
Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2019, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.845 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 8,205 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,183 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2019 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of € 55.7 billion and an operating profit of € 4.5 billion. At present, 
90,000 people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new models, 
innovative mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of sustainable, 
individual premium mobility. 
 


