
 

 
 
 
 

 

29 August 2008 
 
 
 
Strong start for Audi at Brands Hatch 
 
• Timo Scheider sets day’s best time on Friday 
• Mattias Ekström leads Audi trio in second test 
 
 
Ingolstadt/Brands Hatch – The start to the eighth racing event of the 2008 
DTM season was just to Audi’s liking. On the race track at Brands Hatch, 
Great Britain, the brand set the best time on Friday for the sixth time in a 
row this season. Timo Scheider drove the fastest lap in the morning while 
title defender Mattias Ekström finished the second test on Friday ahead of 
his team-mates Martin Tomczyk and Timo Scheider.  
 
With Timo Scheider, Audi had every reason to be pleased: the leader of the 
standings – at 42.577 seconds – not only set the day’s best time but also drove 
a lap that was faster than the one achieved by the best contender in last year’s 
qualifying. With a 0.494-second advantage, Scheider in the GW:plus/Top 
Service Audi A4 DTM distanced himself by almost half a second from his 
immediate rival, Mercedes driver Paul di Resta. 
 
In the afternoon, three drivers from Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline closely 
followed each other in achieving top results: Mattias Ekström, Martin Tomczyk 
and Timo Scheider set the pace at the front of the field within 27 hundredths of 
a second. The Audi trio were the only drivers in the field to break the 43-second 
mark with their lap times in the afternoon session. 
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“Our times are good and the car is pretty consistent over the long run as well,” 
analysed Timo Scheider. “Now we need to repeat this performance in the 
qualifying on Saturday to create ideal prerequisites for Sunday on this narrow 
circuit.” 
 
Audi Head of Motorsport Dr Wolfgang Ullrich confirmed, “We can definitely be 
satisfied with the times we set. We’ve seen a very compact team performance. 
We did a good job of applying our set-up work to the track and drove fast times 
over the long run. That’s a good base for Saturday.” 
 
The drivers of older Audi models showed remarkable performances as well: 
Markus Winkelhock and Mike Rockenfeller in their one-year-old Audi A4 DTM 
cars from Audi Sport Team Rosberg and Christijan Albers in the two-year-old 
Audi A4 DTM occupied places five to seven. Together with Oliver Jarvis in ninth 
position, seven Audi drivers finished the final test among the top ten. Katherine 
Legge finished her home event in 14th place. 
 
Now the Audi team is hoping to convert its performance into good grid positions 
on Saturday. Due to the 60-minute time difference the qualifying session will be 
started at 12:28 local time and broadcast live by ARD at 13:30 (CEST). The 
free practice (09:30 to 10:30 a.m. local time) can be watched live on the 
Internet at www.dtm.tv.  
 
 
- Ends - 
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AUDI AG sold a total of 964,151 cars in 2007 and thus achieved its twelfth consecutive record year. 
With revenue of  € 33,617 million and profit before tax of € 2,915 million, the company attained its 
best figures ever. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). At the end of 2007, production of the Audi 
A6 started in Aurangabad, India. The company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI 
AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata 
Bolognese, Italy, and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi employs about 57,000 people worldwide, 
including 45,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings invests more than € 2 billion each year 
in order to sustain the company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” 
slogan. Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio by 2015 to 40.  


