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Seven Audi R8 LMS cars at the  
Nürburgring 24 Hours 
 

• Three Audi customer teams bank on mid-engine sports car 

• Audi R8 GT leads formation lap  

• quattro GmbH provides official vehicles  

 

Ingolstadt, May 11, 2010 – More than 200 vehicles will contest the Nürburging 

24 Hours this weekend – including seven Audi R8 LMS cars entered by the Audi 

customer teams ABT Sportsline, Black Falcon and Phoenix Racing. 

 

More than 200,000 spectators are expected to turn out for the 38th edition of the 

endurance classic around the notorious Nürburgring-Nordschleife. Audi has been 

providing the official vehicles for the popular event in the “Eifel” since 2002 via its 

sporting subsidiary quattro GmbH. And since this season Audi Sport also offers a 

vehicle to private teams which makes it possible for them to fight for overall victory 

in the 24-hour race: the Audi R8 LMS.  

 

Last year when the new GT3 sports car made its debut in the 24-hour race with 

support from Audi Sport, Team ABT Sportsline with Christian Abt, Jean-François 

Hemroulle, Pierre Kaffer and Lucas Luhr immediately clinched victory in the strong 

field of the SP9 class and finished as the overall runner-up.  

 

“For the Audi R8 LMS this race was a final test in extreme conditions on the world’s 

longest race track,” explains Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “We 

were able to show that our new GT3 sports car is absolutely competitive for 

customer sport. The experience gained on the Nordschleife last year was fed into the 

final version of the R8 LMS which has been delivered to our customers since this 

spring.” 14 teams have received their customer vehicles since the deliveries started.  

 

All customers receive technical support by Audi Sport from the recently opened 

customer sport center in Ingolstadt – including the ABT Sportsline, Black Falcon and 

Phoenix Racing teams at the Nürburgring 24 Hours. “We’re happy to see as many as 

seven Audi R8 LMS cars contest this race. With their visual design, the sound of the 

V10 engine and the many popular drivers, these cars will probably be among the 
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favorites of the audience,” says Dr. Ullrich. “As in all other Europe-wide GT3 races, 

the Audi customer sport center ensures the required technical support. Entering the 

cars as well as selecting the drivers is up to the teams which compete against each 

other as well. We’re very excited to see how our customers will do in this race.” 

 

Like in 2009, Team ABT Sportsline, which secured the first victory of the season for 

the Audi R8 LMS in the ADAC GT Masters at the Sachsenring last weekend and has 

clinched several podium results with Audi vehicles in the Nürburgring 24 Hours, is 

fielding two R8 LMS cars driven by the Audi “factory” drivers Mattias Ekström, Oliver 

Jarvis, Lucas Luhr and Timo Scheider, among others.  

 

Team Phoenix Racing, which is entering a total of three R8 LMS cars, has reinforced 

its line-up by two “factory” drivers as well. Mike Rockenfeller and Markus 

Winkelhock will compete for the squad based in the Eifel. In addition, two of the 

most successful former Audi “factory” drivers – Frank Biela and Hans-Joachim Stuck 

– are contesting the event for Phoenix Racing. Marcel Fässler, who will run in the Le 

Mans 24 Hours for Audi in 2010, is also part of the line-up of the team from 

Meuspath that has won the endurance classic in the Eifel for as many as two times.  

 

In the Audi customer team Black Falcon, which left a strong impression right away in 

its first two VLN Endurance Championship races with the R8 LMS, Johannes Stuck 

and Kenneth Heyer are particularly prominent names. Together with Luca Ludwig, 

who drives for Phoenix Racing, they make up the trio of sons of three highly popular 

former German touring and sports car stars – Hans Heyer, Klaus Ludwig and Hans-

Joachim Stuck – to take the wheel of the Audi R8 LMS on the Nordschleife. 

 

The Audi R8 LMS is the sporting offshoot of the fascinating mid-engine R8 sports 

car of which there are now two additional versions available for the road: the open-

top R8 Spyder and the R8 GT, which is limited to 333 production units. The R8 GT 

will be showcased at the “Audi Fantreff” on the Ring Boulevard and lead the 

formation lap of the more than 200 entrants prior to the start of the 24-hour race. 

The German Sales organization will use the event to hand over 33 R8 Spyder and 

Coupe cars to customers as part of its “Drive Away” program.  
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The Audi R8 LMS customer teams in the 2010 Nürburgring 24 Hours 

 

Team ABT Sportsline (2 vehicles) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #2 

Christian Abt (D) 

Emmanuel Collard (F) 

Lucas Luhr (D) 

Christopher Mies (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #100 

Mattias Ekström (S) 

Oliver Jarvis (GB) 

Timo Scheider (D) 

Marco Werner (D) 

 

Black Falcon (2 vehicles) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #102 

Sean Paul Breslin (GB) 

Christer Jöns (D) 

Kenneth Heyer (D) 

Johannes Stuck (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #111 

Michael Ammermüller (D) 

Sean-Patrick Breslin (GB) 

Vimal Mehta (EAT) 

Rob Wilson (NZ) 

 

Phoenix Racing (3 vehicles) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #97 

Marc Bronzel (D) 

Luca Ludwig (D) 

Dennis Rostek (D) 

Markus Winkelhock (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #98 

Marc Basseng (D) 

Mike Rockenfeller (D) 
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Frank Stippler (D) 

Hans-Joachim Stuck (D) 

 

Audi R8 LMS #99 

Frank Biela (D) 

Pierre Kaffer (D) 

Marcel Fässler (CH) 

Marc Hennerici (D) 

 

The 24-hour race schedule 

 

Thursday, May 13  

13:00–14:30  Free practice 

16:00–17:00  Autograph session, Ring Boulevard 

19:30–23:30   Qualifying 1 

  

Friday, May 14  

10:30–11:30  Meet the Audi Teams 

12:45–14:45   Qualifying 2 

  

Saturday, May 15 

11:30–12:30   Driver parade 

12:30–14:10   Grid formation 

14:40   Start of formation lap 

15:00    Start 

  

Sunday, May 16  

15:00   Finish 

 

TV schedule  

 

Thursday, May 13 

12:00–14:00   Sport1, preliminary reports and free practice (live) 

16:00–16:15   Sport1, intermediate reports (live) 

22:30–00:00   Sport1, qualifying 1 (live) 

  

Friday, May 14 

22:30–00:00   Sport1, highlights 

  

Saturday, May 15  

12:15–13:30   Sport1, grid formation 
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14:00–15:55   Sport1, start (live) 

19:15–20:00   Sport1, race (live) 

22:30–23:00   Sport1, race (live) 

  

Sunday, May 16 

07:00–11:00   Sport1, race (live) 

13:00–16:00   Sport1, finish (live) 
 
 
 
 

Note to media representatives: 

From 10:30 to 11:30 on Friday, Audi will host a “Meet the Audi Teams” at the Audi 

Team & Media Hospitality in the paddock to which all Audi drivers and the team 

principals of the three Audi customer teams have been invited. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUDI Group sold around 950,000 cars in 2009. The Company posted revenue of €29.8 billion and an 
operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India saw the start of CKD 
production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 2008. The Company is 
active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion in 
order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. By 
2015, Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
  
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation. 
 


