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Second place for Audi in WEC round at Austin  
 
• Small reward for strong performance of both Audi R18 cars in Texas 
• Lucas di Grassi/Loïc Duval/Oliver Jarvis (BR/F/GB) in second place 
• Audi with pole position and fastest race lap in America 
 

Ingolstadt/Austin, September 17, 2016 – Audi led the first half of round six of the FIA World 
Endurance Championship (WEC) with both R18 cars in commanding style. But in the end, its 
strong performance, with a trophy for second place, did not produce the desired reward. In 
the fifth hour, car number 7 lost a lot of time due to a collision in which its driver was not at 
fault. During an overtaking maneuver, a lapped race car hit the Audi which subsequently spun 
into the guardrail. The sister car, number 8, that was leading for a long time, lost ground 
following several incidents and recovered to second place.  
 
Audi dominantly began the weekend. In all practice sessions, the R18 hybrid sports car was in 
front and in qualifying, both race cars of Audi Sport Team Joest locked out the first row. The race 
started strong as well. In air temperatures of 36 degrees centigrade, the Audi drivers built a 
near-one minute advantage over their best rivals. Initially, Marcel Fässler (CH) and subsequently 
André Lotterer (D) were leading in car number 7 before Lucas di Grassi in number 8 took the 
lead. 
 
His teammate Loïc Duval managed the fastest lap of the race. On lap 99, he lost the lead when 
an electrical issue disabled his Audi for about 50 seconds. Subsequently, the Frenchman pitted 
earlier than planned because his drink system was no longer functional. When race control 
imposed a full course yellow shortly afterwards, the rivals gained valuable time during their pit 
stops. Finally, in the fifth hour of the race, Lucas di Grassi shortly after his scheduled pit stop 
had to pit again to have an open door closed. On finishing, di Grassi, Duval and Oliver Jarvis were 
trailing the winner by only 23 seconds.  
 
Up until the fifth hour of the race, the drivers of car number 7 were expecting to have a chance 
of victory as well. Benoît Tréluyer (F), with a gap of just 19 seconds, was running in position two 
when a lapped GT driver spun the Audi into the gravel. Six laps were lost in reaching the pits and 
having the damage repaired. In the end, Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer were left with an 
unrepresentative sixth place.  
 
“It’s hard to believe how much can go wrong in the course of a six-hour race,” said Head of Audi 
Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich. “Our drivers delivered a tremendous performance and felt very 
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comfortable in the Audi R18. We were fast in all sessions and in the race nobody drove any 
faster lap times than us either. The setbacks hit us hard because today a one-two would have 
been possible. In this light, second place is cold comfort.”  
 
In the manufacturers’ classification, Audi, with three rounds remaining, continues to chase the 
front runners in second place. In the drivers’ classification, di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis improved by 
one position and are now lying second. The title decisions will be made in the last third of the 
season that will begin at the Fuji circuit in Japan in four weeks’ time. 
 
Race results 
 
1 Bernhard/Hartley/Webber (Porsche) 186 laps 
2 Di Grassi/Duval/Jarvis (Audi R18) +23.641s 
3 Conway/Kobayashi/Sarrazin (Toyota) +26.096s 
4 Dumas/Jani/Lieb (Porsche) –1 lap 
5 Buemi/Davidson/Nakajima (Toyota) –2 laps 
6 Fässler/Lotterer/Tréluyer (Audi R18) –6 laps 
7 Imperatori/Kraihamer/Tuscher (Rebellion) –12 laps 
8 Lapierre/Menezes/Richelmi (Alpine) –14 laps 
9 Albuquerque/Gonzalez/Senna (Ligier-Nissan) –15 laps 
10 Brundle/Rast/Rusinov (Oreca-Nissan) –15 laps 
 
– End – 
 
 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. In the second half of 2016, the production of 
the Audi Q5 will start in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 100-percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2015, the Audi Group delivered to customers approximately 1.8 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,245 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and about 54,800 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 
2015 financial year, the Audi Group achieved total revenue of €58.4 billion and an operating profit of 
€4.8 billion. At present, approximately 85,000 people work for the company all over the world, 
about 60,000 of them in Germany. Audi focuses on new products and sustainable technologies for the 
future of mobility. 
 


