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Season starts for Audi at Daytona  
 
• Two Audi customer teams to contest 24-hour race in Florida (USA) 
• Audi R8 LMS competes in numerically strongest class 
• Audi driver Markus Winkelhock: Daytona is like a sprint race 
 

Ingolstadt, January 19, 2015 – The 2015 season opens with an endurance classic 
in the USA for Audi customer racing. Two Audi R8 LMS will start at the 53rd 
running of the 24 hours of Daytona. Following the first victory for an Audi at 
Daytona two years ago, and a second place last season, the two customer teams 
Flying Lizard Motorsports and Paul Miller Racing will fight for class honors on 24 
and 25 January.  
 
“We will give our customer teams the best possible support so that they can bring 
home a good result in this race, which is one of the world’s five most important 
endurance races,” says Romolo Liebchen, Head of Audi Sport customer racing. “I 
hope that an R8 LMS finishes on the podium again.”  
 
The 24 hours of Daytona is the opening race of the season in the American Tudor 
United SportsCar Championship (TUSC), which formed in 2014 after the American 
Le Mans Series and GRAND-AM merged. In the US state of Florida, the two Audi 
customer teams compete in a field comprised of 53 prototypes and GT sports cars. 
With 19 cars, the GT Daytona class for production-based sports cars, in which the 
Audi R8 LMS competes, is the most competitive and numerically strongest. The R8 
LMS developed specifically for the US racing series is equipped with modified 
aerodynamics featuring a wider Daytona Prototype rear wing and new flics at the 
front to increase the top speed.  
 
The two Audi R8 LMS line-ups include high-caliber drivers. Four of the eight drivers 
have already won important 24-hour races for Audi: Christopher Haase (D), Dion von 
Moltke (USA), René Rast (D) and Markus Winkelhock (D). 
 
“The 24 hours of Daytona seems very long,” explains Markus Winkelhock. “In 
contrast to the European 24-hour races at the Nürburgring or Spa, in US motorsport 
you have the opportunity to make up lost laps during the many safety car phases. As 
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a result, no team can build up a big lead, and in the closing stages it’s like a sprint 
race with everybody fighting for the win. As a driver, you must also be aware of the 
faster cars in the prototype class and always keep an eye on the rear-view mirror.”  
 
The interest in Audi in the USA is unchecked – not only in motorsport: on the US 
market, the brand with the four rings grows almost three times as quickly as the 
entire automobile sales. In 2014, the plus in the US for the premium brand 
amounted to 15.2 per cent. “Growth potential exists in motorsport as well as for 
road cars,” says Romolo Liebchen. “In the Pirelli World Challenge, in which GT3 cars 
complying with the complete FIA specification are allowed, five Audi R8 LMS ultra 
are already fixed for the 2015 season, other teams have shown great interest.”  
 
In the TUSC, 2015 is seen as a year of transition. “Because GT3 race cars will also be 
allowed to compete in this series from 2016 onwards, many teams are biding their 
time this year,” says Liebchen. Currently, Paul Miller Racing plans a complete season 
in the TUSC; Flying Lizard Motorsports will contest selected races. Ten events are on 
the agenda for the GT Daytona category.  
 
The Audi customer teams at Daytona 
 
Audi R8 LMS #45 (Flying Lizard Motorsports) 
Tomonobu Fujii (J), Satoshi Hoshino (J), Robert Thorne (USA), Markus Winkelhock 
(D) 
 
Audi R8 LMS #48 (Paul Miller Racing) 
Christopher Haase (D), Bryce Miller (USA), Dion von Moltke (USA), René Rast (D) 
 
Schedule (local time, CET +6 hours) 
 
Thursday, January 22 
09:25 – 10:25  Free practice 1 
13:20 – 13:50  Free practice 2 
16:00 – 16:15  Qualifying (GTD) 
16:25 – 16:40  Qualifying (GTLM) 
16:50 – 17:05  Qualifying (Prototypes C) 
17:15 – 17:30  Qualifying (Prototypes) 
18:30 – 20:00  Free practice 3 
 
Friday, January 23 
11:25 – 12:25  Free practice 4 
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Saturday, January 24 
14:10  Start 
 
Sunday, January 25 
14:10  Finish 
 
Tudor United SportsCar Championship (TUSC, GT Daytona class) calendar 
 
22–25.01 Daytona (USA) 
18–21.03 Sebring (USA) 
03/05  Laguna Seca (USA) 
30/05  Detroit (USA) 
28/06   Watkins Glen (USA) 
25/07  Lime Rock (USA) 
09/08  Road America (USA) 
23/08   Virginia (USA) 
19/09   Austin (USA) 
03/10   Petit Le Mans (USA) 
 
– End – 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2014. As one 
of the most successful models, the Audi A3 has been awarded the title of “World Car of the Year 2014“ 
by an international jury of journalists (combined fuel consumption in l/100 km: 8.3 – 3.2; combined CO2 
emissions in g/km: 194 – 35). In 2013, the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating 
profit of €5.03 billion. The company operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production 
facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava 
(Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta 
(Indonesia). Since the end of 2013, the brand with the Four Rings has also been producing cars in Foshan 
(China). As of mid-2015, Audi will operate a production facility in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed 
by San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Quattro GmbH 
(Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding 
S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The company currently employs 
approximately 80,000 people worldwide, thereof approximately 55,800 in Germany. Total investment of 
around €24 billion is planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable 
technologies. Audi is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of 
sustainability for its products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


