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Rallycross: first overseas round for EKS Audi Sport  
  
• Second half of the World RX season begins in Canada 

• Final races live on SPORT1 for the first time 

 
Neuburg a. d. Donau/Trois-Rivières, July 31, 2018 – With two Audi S1 EKS RX quattro cars 
that have received detailed improvements EKS Audi Sport will compete at Trois-Rivières, 
Canada, on August 4 and 5. The race weekend is ringing in the second half of the FIA World 
Rallycross Championship (World RX) season. 
 
Detailed improvements to the suspension and engine of the Audi S1 EKS RX quattro proved 
viable in tests at Höljes and Riga. Now they are intended to assist the two Audi drivers, Mattias 
Ekström and Andreas Bakkerud, in the season’s first overseas round as well. The street circuit in 
the Franco-Canadian city of Trois-Rivières 125 km north-east of Montreal has made for many 
spectacular scenes in recent years. “Canada has the longest straight of the season on which 
we’re more than 200 km/h fast,” says Audi factory driver Mattias Ekström, who views braking in 
front of the subsequent turn as a true challenge: “It’s a real humdinger because we arrive there 
at such high speed. I like the track even though I haven’t scored big time there yet.” Ekström 
suffered a lot of misfortune in his previous rounds in Canada. Having started there three times, 
he made it into the finale only once. The Swede’s best result was sixth place in the 2015 season.  
 
His teammate, Andreas Bakkerud, is traveling to Canada as the runner-up in the World RX and 
has been on podium once at Trois-Rivières, in 2016. “Even so, I haven’t really unlocked all the 
track’s secrets,” the Audi driver admits. “Confirming my speed from the season’s first six races 
in Canada will be no mean feat. After a four-week break, I’m now all fired up again to contest 
another race. I know that EKS has always been fast at Trois-Rivières.” 
 
For the first time, the race on Sunday (August 5) will be broadcast live from Canada starting at 
8.45 PM (CEST) by SPORT1. The TV channel has secured the exclusive FIA World Rallycross 
Championship broadcasting rights for Germany, Austria and Switzerland up to and including 
2019. Online, the sports channel will begin live streaming of the event on sport1.de at 8 PM 
(CEST). 
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About Canada RX 
 
Track   Circuit Trois-Rivières, 125 km northeast of Montreal 
Track length  1.370 km (Joker Lap: 1.455 km) 
Surface  60 percent tarmac, 40 percent gravel 
Turns   4 left, 7 right 
Top speed  approx. 202 km/h 
Average  approx. 105 km/h  
Longest jump   approx. 20 m 
Race duration   4 laps (qualifying), 6 laps (semi-finals and final) 
Event-Hashtag #CanadaRX 
    
Schedule (local time, CEST –6 hours) 
 
Saturday, August 4 
09.15   Free practice 1 
11.35   Free practice 2 
13.45   Qualifying 1 (Q1) 
15.50   Qualifying 2 (Q2) 
 
Sunday, August 5 
08.00   Warm-up 
08.55   Qualifying 3 (Q3) 
11.10   Qualifying 4 (Q4) 
15.00   Semi-finals and final 
15.50   Podium ceremony 
 
– End – 

 

The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets 
worldwide and produces at 16 locations in twelve countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include 
Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati 
Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2017, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.878 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 
3,815 sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 55,900 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 
fiscal year, AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At 
present, approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them 
in Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility.  
   


