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Quotes following the Nürburgring 24 Hours  
 
Ingolstadt/Nürburg, May 17, 2015 – Christopher Mies/Nico Müller/Edward 
Sandström/Laurens Vanthoor (D/CH/S/B) were delighted about their first victory 
in the endurance race in the Eifel.  
 
Romolo Liebchen (Head of Audi Sport customer racing): “The narrow gaps shown 
by the results can only give a vague idea of how thrilling GT3 racing is at the 
moment. We’ve experienced a weekend full of emotions, with months of hard work 
behind us, and all this has culminated in a hard-fought victory. ‘Thank you’ to 
everyone at Audi and Audi Sport customer racing, to all the teams and the drivers. 
This has been a solid performance. The career of the new Audi R8 LMS couldn’t have 
begun any better. Sincere congratulations to the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT and 
to our four drivers Christopher Mies, Nico Müller, Edward Sandström and Laurens 
Vanthoor who’ve won this race for the first time.”  
 
Christopher Mies: “It was a tough race and a close battle with BMW and Porsche. 
The new Audi R8 LMS was running well. There wasn’t even the slightest problem. 
But during the night we lost three to four minutes due to a yellow period and, as a 
result, our advantage was gone. Afterwards, we really had to battle hard. BMW put 
us under a lot of pressure. The car was running superbly and the pit stops were 
brilliant. That was enough for us to win in the end with a 40-second advantage.”  
 
Nico Müller: “It’s incredible. My three team-mates, Chris (Mies), Edward 
(Sandström) and Laurens (Vanthoor), did an awesome job. The team made no 
mistakes throughout the race and our car was running superbly. This was the first 
24-hour race for the new Audi R8 LMS – and we made it across the whole distance 
without any problems, especially at such high speed. We were constantly under 
pressure and always had to give everything. This victory is a sweet reward for 
everyone.” 
 
Edward Sandström: “It was a tough race with many good teams and difficult 
weather conditions. My friends from the Belgian Audi Club Team WRT, just like Audi 
Sport customer racing, did a perfect job. The team performance simply fit. The new 
car meant a lot of work for all of us, which paid off. Driving a whole 24-hour race 
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without the slightest problem deserves a lot of respect.” 
 
Laurens Vanthoor: “These were the kinds of conditions that are so typical for the 
Green Hell – patches of rain and a dark sky early on Saturday night. It was difficult. 
We were set on making it through the night unharmed and managed to do this. 
Afterwards, the race turned into a sprint. For me, the first victory in the new R8 LMS 
will be an unforgettable experience. The car has instantly been reliable. This shows 
how well the whole Audi squad has been working. ‘Thank you’ for this.” 
 
– End – 
 
In 2014, the Audi Group delivered approximately 1,741,100 cars of the Audi brand to its customers. The 
company achieved revenue of €53.8 billion and an operating profit of €5.15 billion in 2014. Audi 
operates globally in more than 100 markets and has production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm 
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), 
Aurangabad (India), Changchun and Foshan (China) as well as Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with the 
Four Rings will start producing cars in Curitiba (Brazil) this year and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
Wholly owned subsidiaries of AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), 
Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and sports motorcycle manufacturer 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The company currently employs approximately 
80,000 people worldwide, thereof around 58,000 in Germany. Total investment of about €24 billion is 
planned from 2015 to 2019 – primarily in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi is committed 
to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle of sustainability for its products and 
processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 
 


