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Quotes after the race in Brazil 
 
Ingolstadt/São Paulo, September 15, 2012 – Audi achieved two podium places in 
the fifth round of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) in Brazil. 
 
Dieter Gass (Head of Racing Commitments): “I’d like to congratulate Toyota on 
their first victory and a flawless performance. Today, I think, we couldn’t have 
beaten them. The way Lucas di Grassi gelled with the team was very positive. He 
made no mistakes throughout the weekend although we demanded a lot of him.  
Towards the end of the race, he even drove the fastest race lap. I’m very pleased 
with his performance. It confirms that it was a good idea to give him this 
opportunity. In the race, we were lacking consistency with the tires today. They 
degraded a bit more across the distance than they did in Toyota’s case. We’ve got to 
react to that.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “Congratulations to Toyota 
on an absolutely flawless race. Our cars ran longer on one full fuel tank but Toyota 
was faster on average and did a better job of handling the tires. We made no 
mistakes, the stops were good, all drivers were quick and Lucas left a particularly 
positive impression on his first run. But driving without making any mistakes and 
then not winning obviously can’t be our goal. We’ve got to try and improve.” 
 
Marcel Fässler (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “For us, it was important to extend 
the lead in the drivers’ standings. We managed to do that. But it wasn’t an easy race 
because our pace wasn’t good enough for winning. We tried to give our best. But 
we’ve got no reason to be sad after this day either. We’re looking ahead with a 
positive attitude. The situation in the championship is looking pretty good for us.”  
 
André Lotterer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “The result was the best we could 
achieve today. We drove a flawless race but Toyota were simply quicker. Still, we can 
be pleased because we scored valuable points in the championship. Racing here in 
Brazil was brilliant. I hope we’ll return.”  
 
Benoît Tréluyer (Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1): “That was a very tough race. My first 
stint was good but on the second one the tire temperatures were too high. That 
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caused us to lose some time. The safety car period cost us a few more seconds. But 
we do know exactly what our problem was and will be better again in the next race.” 
 
Lucas di Grassi (Audi R18 ultra #2): “This was an outstanding experience for me. I 
hope I did the best possible job for the team. I was able to learn a lot from my 
team-mates. We always gave everything – in practice, in qualifying and in the race. 
This was sort of a sprint race in which we were driving at the limit through to the 
end and we finished with a relatively narrow margin behind our sister car. 
Unfortunately, we had a bit of a gap to Toyota, who deserved this victory. ‘Well 
done’ to our rivals. A nice battle like this one in a championship is always very 
special.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (Audi R18 ultra #2): “It was a thrilling and fast race. We knew that 
we had to give everything because we weren’t driving the hybrid car. Unfortunately, 
our lap times in the second stint weren’t quite up to Toyota’s. I had two incidents 
with GT vehicles. In the first one, I had to get out of another car’s way and spun. In 
the second one, I was pushed onto the grass. Unfortunately, such things happen at 
times. Except for that, Lucas, Allan and I had a good race.” 
 
Allan McNish (Audi R18 ultra #2): “Congratulations to Toyota on an outstanding 
performance. We invested a lot of work in the last couple of days to give our car 
good balance.  In the race, we achieved the maximum possible result with this 
vehicle. For one lap we were very quick but in traffic the others simply had an 
advantage.” 
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The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011, the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The 
Audi Q7 is built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the 
existing Audi A4 and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, 
production of the Audi A1 has been running since 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began 
in 2012. The Audi Q3 has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more 
than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include amongst others AUDI 
HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft. (Győr/Hungary), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese/Italy), 
AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. (Brussels/Belgium), quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm and the sports bike 
manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna/Italy). Audi currently employs around 65,000 people 
worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings 
is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new products and the extension of production 
capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch 
Technik” claim. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) and will start production in Foshan 
(China) in late 2013 and in San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 


