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Quotes after qualifying at Hockenheim  
 
Ingolstadt/Hockenheim, April 28, 2012 – The Audi A5 DTM is on the pole position 
on its debut. Quotes from the Audi camp after qualifying at Hockenheim. 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “A brilliant start into the new 
DTM season with three premium manufacturers and new regulations. All who were 
working on making this series reality have done a very good job. That we are in front 
is wonderful and the best way of saying ‘thank you’ to the whole Audi squad. Pole is 
certainly not a disadvantage but it’ll be a tough race.” 
 
Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi A5 DTM), grid position 1 
“A fantastic qualifying session. Being on pole in the new DTM was the best that 
could happen to us. We hadn’t been expecting summer weather at the season 
opener. It was warm today and that suited us well. We worked hard and did our 
homework – that paid off today. The season is just beginning. But it’s great to start 
this way.” 
 
Edoardo Mortara (Playboy Audi A5 DTM), grid position 4 
“Position four is a very good starting base for me. I could have even managed the 
leap into the top two but I made a small mistake in turn one that cost me some 
time. But I’m pleased nonetheless. Starting into the first race of the year from the 
second row is a good sign for the season, which is still very long.” 
 
Mike Rockenfeller (Schaeffler Audi A5 DTM), grid position 5 
“Fifth place isn’t a bad result. Obviously, you want more. But it wasn’t quite enough. 
I didn’t have the perfect lap. A big ‘thank you’ goes to my team. It’s important to 
score as many points as possible in the first race. Let’s see what’ll be possible with a 
good strategy and a good pace in the race.” 
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Timo Scheider (AUTO TEST Audi A5 DTM), grid position 8 
“Now we know how performance is split among the three manufacturers. We’ve 
been waiting for this moment for a long time. I’m not happy with position eight 
because we didn’t get a perfect handle on our car and my last lap wasn’t perfect 
either. On Sunday we’ll have to drive a hard race.” 
 
Adrien Tambay (Audi ultra A5 DTM), grid position 12  
“It could have been better but it could have been worse just the same. I’d been 
wishing to make it into Q3 but the time differences were extremely small. I 
outperformed a few other rookies as well as a few experienced DTM racers. Twelfth 
place really isn’t a bad position for my first DTM race. My main goal for the race is to 
finish.” 
 
Filipe Albuquerque (TV Movie Audi A5 DTM), grid position 14 
“Qualifying was a bit frustrating. I was not good and not quick enough. After the 
result in free practice I’m disappointed not to have made it into Q3. I’ve got to 
analyze this with my engineers now in order to better understand the tires.”  
 
Miguel Molina (Red Bull Audi A5 DTM), grid position 17 
“I didn’t have a good qualifying session. I didn’t manage a good lap. In this 
championship the times are extremely close together. Now we’re preparing for the 
race. I don’t have a good starting base but I’ll be fighting.”  
 
Rahel Frey (E-POSTBRIEF Audi A5 DTM), grid position 22 
“We had high aims for the first qualifying event. The winter tests were positive. But 
since Friday I’ve been struggling. I’ve still got some problems adjusting to the car 
and haven’t found the right set-up yet. Now I’m on grid position 22 but I’ll be giving 
everything in the race.”  
 
Hans-Jürgen Abt (Team Director Audi Sport Team Abt Sportsline): “We were just 
dying for the season opener to come and tried to perfectly develop ourselves. But 
that the pole position immediately worked out was simply great. ‘Well done’ to the 
whole team!”  
 
Ernst Moser (Team Director Audi Sport Team Phoenix): “That was a tremendous 
season opener for the DTM and obviously for Audi. I congratulate the whole Audi 
Sport squad and all three teams that are making a very balanced showing. With 
‘Rocky’ everything was possible today, including pole. Unfortunately, he didn’t 
handle the middle sector in Q3 in the best way. When the field is as close as it is in 
the DTM you’ve got to get everything one hundred percent right. Miguel (Molina) 
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made a mistake on his second outing in Q1 and wasn’t able to improve anymore as a 
result. We’ll try and put him into the top ten in tomorrow’s race with a good 
strategy.”  
 
Arno Zensen (Team Director Audi Sport Team Rosberg): “Congratulations to Dr. 
Ullrich, Audi Sport and Mattias Ekström. The pole position after these weeks of 
preparation was sensational and well deserved. I look at our performance with 
mixed emotions. Both drivers were quick here. Edo Mortara was brilliant in 
qualifying; he finished in the top four but then almost lost the car in Q4. With Filipe 
(Albuquerque) qualifying was a disappointment; we need to analyze what went 
wrong in his case.”  
 
– End – 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is 
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets 
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili 
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the 
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group. 
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) 
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 
 


