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Premiere at DTM finale: Audi RS 5 DTM with 
innovative fuel for the first time 
 

• Fuel with a high proportion of renewable components improves CO2 balance by 30 
percent 

• Joint pilot test with Aral in Audi RS 5 DTM race taxi 
• Two-time Formula One World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi to drive demo laps 

Neuburg a. d. Donau, October 2, 2019 – With the introduction of highly efficient turbo 
engines, the DTM has achieved a significant CO2 reduction in the 2019 season. At the DTM 
finale at Hockenheim, Audi, together with series promoter ITR and its technology partner 
Aral, will make the next major move: for the first time, both Audi RS 5 DTM race taxis will be 
using innovative fuel that improves the CO2 balance by 30 percent.   
 
“Audi has set itself the ambitious goal of successively achieving a reduction of about 30 percent 
of vehicle-specific CO2 emissions by 2025,” says Ulrich Baretzky, Head of Engine Development at 
Audi Motorsport. “Obviously, electric mobility plays a major role in this context. However, we 
still have a large fleet of passenger cars using classic internal combustion engines in existence 
worldwide that will be with us for many more years. By using low carbon fuels, a really 
noticeable CO2 reduction could be achieved for these cars without having to make technical 
changes. It’s great that motorsport is once again playing a pioneering role. We are excited about 
the idea of reducing CO2 emissions through the use of waste.”  
 
The more climate friendly high performance fuel developed by Aral, which Audi will be using as 
part of the pilot test at the DTM finale, has a composition of 50 percent being made up of high-
quality renewable components derived from waste materials. Even so, in terms of its properties, 
it meets the quality standards of the “Aral Ultimate 102” fuel that has been prescribed in the 
DTM since 2005. It has a CO2 reduction potential of more than 30 percent compared to gasoline 
purely based on mineral oil.   
 
“We did not have to make any modifications to the DTM engine and have not had the slightest 
problem on the test bench so far,” says Ulrich Baretzky. “Consequently, we are proving that low 
carbon fuels are also suitable for racing engines.” Audi has also been researching alternative 
fuels for road car production for several years. The company is working independently on 
projects for the production of e-gas, e-diesel and e-gasoline. 
 
For the pilot test at Hockenheim, one of the two Audi RS 5 DTM race taxis will be provided with a 
conspicuous special livery featuring logos from Aral and the inscription: “THE NEXT STEP.” The 

 Motorsport Communications 
Virginia Brusch 
Tel: +49 151 52817968 
E-mail: virginia.brusch@audi.de 
www.audi-mediacenter.com/en 
 
 



Audi  
MediaInfo 

2/2 

chauffeur is also unusual: Two-time Formula One World Champion Emerson Fittipaldi will be 
driving some demo laps in the Audi RS 5 DTM race taxi at the DTM finale. The Brazilian is the 
grandfather of Pietro Fittipaldi, who celebrated his DTM debut with Audi’s customer team WRT 
this year. The second Audi RS 5 DTM race taxi will be driven by Le Mans winner and World 
Endurance Champion Benoît Tréluyer. 
 
Audi has been confirmed as the winner of all three DTM titles, in the drivers’, manufacturers’ 
and teams’ classifications, before the season’s finale. With its newly developed, more than 610-
hp two-liter four-cylinder turbo engine, the Audi RS 5 DTM has been the car to beat this year. 
The highly efficient Audi power-plant has a very low specific consumption and correspondingly 
low CO2 emissions.  

– End – 

 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG 
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  
 
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 5,750 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At present, 
approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in 
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility. 
  

 


