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Podium result for Audi Sport in Macau 
 

• Jean-Karl Vernay in an Audi RS 3 LMS clinches third place in FIA WTCR  
• Christopher Haase with Phoenix Racing in fifth spot is best Audi Sport driver in 

FIA GT World Cup 
• Accidents deprive Dries Vanthoor and Kelvin van der Linde of their chances  
 

Macau/Neuburg a. d. Donau, November 17, 2019 – Audi Sport customer racing is returning 
from the race weekend in Macau with a trophy. The most successful Audi Sport driver was 
Jean-Karl Vernay in an Audi RS 3 LMS, who finished the WTCR – FIA World Touring Car Cup in 
third position. In the FIA GT World Cup, Phoenix Racing, on clinching two fifth places, scored 
the best result of the Audi R8 LMS. 
 
“Macau was intensive once again and created a lot of work for our teams,” says Chris Reinke, 

Head of Audi Sport customer racing. “Congratulations to Jean-Karl Vernay and Leopard Racing 
Team Audi Sport on clinching a podium in the FIA WTCR. Frédéric Vervisch showed very good 

fightbacks as well. With the second spot on the grid in the FIA GT World Cup, we had secured a 
good starting base for the qualification race which, unfortunately, we weren’t able to convert 

into a corresponding race result. Ernst Moser with his Phoenix Racing team and our Audi Sport 
driver Christopher Haase, on finishing both races in fifth position, clinched the best result for us. 

Many thanks for that.”  
 

For the eighth time this season, the Audi RS 3 LMS achieved a podium finish in the WTCR – FIA-
World Touring Car Cup. On the challenging city street circuit in Macau, Jean-Karl Vernay with 

Leopard Racing Team Audi Sport had qualified for the third spot on the grid for race three. In a 
very balanced front field, the Frenchman successfully defended his position against the attacks 

of his immediate rival but, just like the competitors around him, was unable to overtake another 
car. During the course of eleven laps, the quartet at the front had pulled clear of the field by 18 

seconds. As a result, Vernay finished on podium for the third time this season.  
 

In both of the two preceding races, Frédéric Vervisch from Comtoyou Team Audi Sport delivered 
a remarkable fightback. In the first sprint race, the Belgian stormed forward from eleventh to 

seventh position, marking the fastest lap time in the process, while in race two, Vervisch even 
improved from 18th to eighth place. His teammate, Niels Langeveld, posted 13th position in 

race three as his best result of the weekend, whereas Gordon Shedden from Leopard Racing 
Team Audi Sport became a victim of the intricacies of the 6.12-kilometer circuit as early as in 
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qualifying. One rival hit the rear end of the Scotsman’s Audi RS 3 LMS and damaged the chassis 

structure so heavily that contesting the races was no longer possible. As the only one of six wild-
card entrants, Billy Lo recorded two results in the points. The driver from Macau racing for Tian 

Shi Zuver Team was one of just two guest entrants in the first qualifying session and the only 
one in the second to have managed the leap across the qualification hurdle. In his Audi RS 3 

LMS, Lo clinched 23rd in the first and 25th place in the third race. Following the city street race 
in Macau, the finale is coming up on the calendar of the touring car drivers. In four weeks’ time, 

the FIA WTCR will contest round ten on the circuit at Sepang in Malaysia. 
 

In the FIA GT World Cup, Dries Vanthoor had secured the best starting base in Macau. The 
Belgian from Audi Sport Team WRT had started the qualification race in second position, but 

retired on lap one following contact with the guard rail. Kelvin van der Linde from Audi Sport 
Team Rutronik was in the eighth spot on the grid, but a rival hit his Audi R8 LMS in the 

qualification race. Due to his retirement, the South African was able to start the main race only 
from 13th position and went on to improve by three positions. From the last spot on the grid, 

Vanthoor managed a fightback to eighth. Christopher Haase in an Audi R8 LMS from Phoenix 
Racing had secured seventh position on the grid after a small mistake in qualifying. In the 

qualification race, he improved to fifth position, which he claimed again in the main race as the 
best Audi Sport driver. The best one of two privateer drivers of an Audi R8 LMS was Charles 

Weerts. From the tenth spot on the grid, the 18-year-old Belgian clinched seventh position in 
the first race and, following a drive-through penalty for jump starting, finished Sunday’s race in 

twelfth place. Chen Weian from Audi Sport Asia Team TSRT in his debut recorded 13th place in 
the main race as his best result.  

 
In just six days’ time, the grand GT3 finale is coming up for Audi Sport customer racing. In the 

final event at Kyalami, South Africa, Audi Sport Team WRT with Frédéric Vervisch will be battling 
for the title in the Intercontinental GT Challenge. 
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The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful 
manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 
markets worldwide and produces at 18 locations in 13 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG 
include Audi Sport GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and 
Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  
 
In 2018, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.812 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 5,750 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,004 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2017 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of €60.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.1 billion. At present, 
approximately 90,000 people work for the company all over the world, more than 60,000 of them in 
Germany. Audi focuses on sustainable products and technologies for the future of mobility. 
 
 


