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Mattias Ekstrém wins Race of Champions

e Audi driver prevails over Mick Schumacher in the final
e Mattias Ekstrom “Champion of Champions” for the fourth time

e Audi delights fans with demo laps of RS Q e-tron and Sport quattro S1

Neuburg a. d. Donau, January 15, 2023 - Mattias Ekstrom has once again demonstrated his
world class and versatility: In his Swedish homeland, the rally and circuit pro driver won the
“Race of Champions”, a traditional competition between the world’s best motorsport drivers,
on an icy track. The two-time DTM champion and rallycross world champion had particularly
emotional words for his opponent in the final, Mick Schumacher, whom Ekstrém defeated
despite a short burst of smoke in his race car.
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Hot temperatures around Pite Havsbad’s “Frozen Ocean”: In the individual classification of the
best drivers on Sunday, the 44-year-old Audi factory driver beat all the opponents he
encountered. In the quarter-finals, he prevailed against his compatriot Johan Kristoffersson,
who, like himself, is a former World Rallycross Champion. In the semifinals, Ekstrém met Thierry
Neuville, a multiple World Rally Championship runner-up. The Belgian also lost out to the
Swede. The final was marked by special emotions: After Mattias Ekstrom had prevailed over
Michael Schumacher in London in 2007 and in Beijing in 2009, thus winning two of his first
three ROC titles to date, he now met Michael’s son Mick in the decisive contest.

In the Polaris race car, the Swede was 0.348 seconds faster than the German in the first
competition. In the second race, this time in the 320-hp Supercar Lites model, Ekstrém was
involuntarily “on fire”: after half a lap, smoke came out of the fuse box, which did not faze the
pro racer. “My co-driver wanted to stop, but | wasn’t that interested in doing so,” he confessed
amusedly at the finish after removing the fuse at full speed. Without stopping, he continued to
follow the track on the ice rink and was still 1.3 seconds faster than Schumacher.

“What a fabulous result, and this in my Swedish homeland,” said a delighted Mattias Ekstrom.
“The competition with Mick was all the more special because I've already won twice against
Michael Schumacher. I'm really proud. Mick is a very big talent and he made it to the final of the
Race of Champions. He represents the next generation of motorsport drivers, but I'll keep racing
for as long as | can.”

The fourth victory of the Swede, who beat World Rally Champion Sébastien Loeb at the ROC
organized by Fredrik Johnsson for the first time in Paris in 2006, was not the only reason for joy
for the many Swedish motorsport fans. On Saturday and Sunday, Mattias Ekstrom thrilled the
spectators with demonstration laps of legendary, more than 500 hp Group B Audi Sport quattro
S1 car. His Audi teammate, 14-time Dakar record winner Stéphane Peterhansel, also caused
goose bumps: He chased around the ice track of Pite Havsbad in the innovative Audi RS Q e-tron
rally prototype, which led the Dakar Rally for the first time a few weeks ago.

1/2



Audi Communications m

Medialnfo

Motorsport Communications

Stefan Moser

Head of Motorsport Communications
Tel.: +49 152 57713467

E-mail: stefan1.moser@audi.de
www.audi-mediacenter.com/en

00000

Motorsport Communications
Virginia Brusch

Spokeswoman Rally Dakar

Tel.: +49 841 89-41753

E-mail: virginia.brusch@audi.de

The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium
and luxury segments. The brands Audi, Ducati, Lamborghini and Bentley produce at 21 locations in
13 countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide.

In 2022, the Audi group delivered 1.61 million Audi vehicles, 15,174 Bentley luxury automobiles, 9,233
Lamborghini sportscars, and 61,562 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2021 fiscal year, AUDI Group
achieved a total revenue of €53.1 billion and an operating profit before special items of €5.5 billion. More
than 89,000 people all over the world work for the Audi Group, around 58,000 of them in Germany. With its
attractive brands, new models, innovative mobility offerings and groundbreaking services, the group is
systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of sustainable, individual, premium mobility.




