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Lucas di Grassi takes podium for Audi in Berlin 
 

• Brazilian goes from sixth on the grid to third on Thursday evening 
• René Rast makes up ten positions after starting from pit lane 
• Three Audi e-tron FE06 cars among the top six 

 
Berlin, August 6, 2020 – Second race of Formula E in Berlin, first podium for Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler. From sixth on the grid, Lucas di Grassi moved up to third place on Thursday 
evening. With 13th place, René Rast only narrowly missed out on points despite starting 
from pit lane. 
 
After 8th place on the opening day, di Grassi had an impressive comeback on Thursday. The 
Brazilian set the fastest time in free practice. In qualifying, he made it into the “Super Pole” of 
the fastest six drivers. In the race, di Grassi made up two positions in the early stages and then 
fought a spectacular duel with Robin Frijns in the Audi e-tron FE06 of customer team Envision 
Virgin Racing, which was narrowly won by the Brazilian. 
 
“When you’re on the podium in Formula E, it was a good day,” said di Grassi. “We worked hard 
overnight and improved the car a lot compared to yesterday. Nevertheless, the race was again 
hard work. We’ll continue to work in order to extract even more performance from of the car. 
We are driving the other way around in Berlin from Saturday onwards, which should also suit 
us.” 
 
On his second race day for Audi Sport ABT Schaeffler, René Rast had a similar mishap as Lucas di 
Grassi on Wednesday. “I took a bit too much of a risk in qualifying,” said Rast. “While braking 
for the first turn, the right front wheel locked. As a result, I completely missed the apex of the 
corner and qualified last.” 
 
Rast started from the pit lane and made up ten positions in the race. In the end, the German 
missed out on scoring points by only 1.7 seconds. On the other hand, the Formula E rookie 
gained a lot more experience. 
 
“Overall, I’m very satisfied with how the team reacted after the difficult first day,” said Team 
Principal Allan McNish. “We improved considerably compared to Wednesday. Lucas was 
extremely strong and showed the fighting spirit he’s known for. He is now second in the drivers’  
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championship. It’s a shame that René was unlucky in qualifying, otherwise he would have scored 
more points.” 
 
Robin Frijns and Sam Bird finished fourth and sixth for Envision Virgin Racing, which meant that 
three Audi e-tron FE06 cars finished in the top six on Thursday evening.  
 
After a one-day break, the next two races of the Formula E six-pack are already on the agenda in 
Berlin, coming up on Saturday and Sunday. The track layout will be the one that Audi Sport ABT 
Schaeffler has won on in the last two seasons. 
 
– End – 
 
 
Invitation to virtual press conferences with Lucas di Grassi, René Rast and Allan McNish 
Take a short breath: On Friday, August 7, Formula E will be taking a break before continuing 
with the next two races on Saturday and Sunday. We would like to give you the opportunity for a 
first review and a look ahead with our two drivers and our Team Principal by inviting you to two 
video conferences. 
 
Participants: Lucas di Grassi and René Rast 
Time: Friday, August 7, 2020, 3 PM CEST 
Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6099084310 
 
Participants: Team Principal Allan McNish 
Time: Friday, August 7, 2020, 3:30 PM CEST 
Zoom meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6099084310  
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Audi Group, with its brands Audi, Ducati and Lamborghini, is one of the most successful manufacturers 
of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium segment. It is present in more than 100 markets worldwide 
and produces at 16 locations in 11 countries. 100 percent subsidiaries of AUDI AG include Audi Sport GmbH 
(Neckarsulm, Germany), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and Ducati Motor 
Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy).  

In 2019, the Audi Group delivered to customers about 1.845 million automobiles of the Audi brand, 8,205 
sports cars of the Lamborghini brand and 53,183 motorcycles of the Ducati brand. In the 2019 fiscal year, 
AUDI AG achieved total revenue of € 55.7 billion and an operating profit of € 4.5 billion. At present, 90,000 
people work for the company all over the world, 60,000 of them in Germany. With new models, innovative 
mobility offerings and other attractive services, Audi is becoming a provider of sustainable, individual 
premium mobility. 
 
 
 


