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Grand finale for Audi: WEC season’s last 
round in the desert 
 
• Audi travels to Bahrain as early Endurance Champions 
• Parting with the current Audi R18 e-tron quattro  
• Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich: “Achieved everything there was to be achieved” 

  
Ingolstadt, November 22, 2013 – Audi’s endurance race team led by Head of Audi 
Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich and Chris Reinke, Head of LMP, has achieved all 
sporting aims in the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC) early this season. 
Therefore, the finale on November 30 will be the icing on the cake for Audi Sport 
Team Joest. 
 
Five qualifying best times, six victories, the early title win in the manufacturers’ 
World Championship plus the early title captured by Loïc Duval/Tom 
Kristensen/Allan McNish (F/DK/GB) in the drivers’ classification* – Audi has brought 
about all sporting decisions before the WEC finale and successfully defended the 
2012 titles. As a result, the brand can tackle the finale without pressure. In Bahrain, 
an era in endurance racing will come to an end, as the event will mark the last time 
for a round to be held under the regulations that have been in effect until now. Next 
year’s regulations, focused on the aim of saving energy, will change the sport so 
fundamentally that virtually not a single bolt to be used in Audi’s future LMP sports 
car will be the same as in the current race car. 
 
The Audi R18 e-tron quattro and its predecessors have shaped this era. Since 2011, 
the various evolutions of the R18 have contested a total of 22 endurance races and 
won 13 of them. In the Le Mans 24 Hours, the race cars from Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm remained unbeaten in all three years. Technologically, Audi was at the 
top as well – be it with the downsized 3.7 liter TDI engine and its innovative twin-
flow turbocharger, ultra-lightweight design featuring the first CFRP transmission 
housing of a sports car that demonstrates the brand’s lightweight construction 
expertise, the e-tron quattro hybrid concept or production-based detailed solutions 
such as the Matrix LED headlights and the digital rearview mirror with an AMOLED 
display. Now, after six WEC race wins and the success at the Sebring 12 Hours, Audi 
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is aiming for the eighth sports car triumph of the year. The 5.412-kilometer track in 
the desert of Bahrain is unique in many respects. For example, it is possible that the 
hottest temperatures of the year will be encountered there. When Marcel 
Fässler/André Lotterer/Benoît Tréluyer (CH/D/F) at last year’s WEC debut race at 
Bahrain celebrated victory, extreme demands were made on ‘man and machine’ with 
outside temperatures of nearly 40 degrees centigrade. This year, the race is held 
two months later. The thermometer at this time of the year shows about ten 
degrees less and even though the checkered flag will be waved at 21:00, which is 
about four hours after sunset, air temperatures will have hardly dropped by that 
time. The operating temperatures of numerous technical components are 
correspondingly high and the time for which the tires will last across the distance 
has a crucial effect on the strategy. Additionally, the sand blown onto the track from 
the desert significantly changes grip on the tarmac – all of these factors making for 
plenty of ingredients to promise a thrilling race in an important region.  
 
For Audi, the Middle East is a growth region. Between January and October, the 
brand increased its deliveries in the area of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) by 11 
percent and on the single market of Bahrain even by 24 percent. 
 
Fans can again look forward to watching the race on the internet. Audi offers live 
streaming on www.audi-motorsport.com. Additional background information is 
available on the Audi Sport App as well as on Twitter and Facebook. 
 
*Subject to the official publication of the results of the FIA 
 
Topics of the weekend 
 
• Will Audi manage to take its seventh WEC win of the season in Bahrain? 
• What team is best prepared to handle the heat in the desert? 
• Will the race be similarly thrilling as the WEC races at Austin and Shanghai? 
 
Quotes by the officials 
 
Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich (Head of Audi Motorsport): “Our whole squad has achieved 
everything there was to be achieved early and, following the Le Mans victory, has 
clinched both WEC titles as well. Therefore, we can compete in the Championship in 
Bahrain without any pressure. It goes without saying that we’re going to be on the 
grid with high expectations there too. Our aim is to win in the desert, as we did last 
year, and to achieve a nice close of the season for Audi.” 
 
Chris Reinke (Head of LMP): “Bahrain will be the last run for our current Audi R18 
e-tron quattro. Our hybrid sports car has taken ten victories within just 17 months. 
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This is a track record the whole outfit from engineering and development through to 
the test team and the race team of Audi Sport Team Joest can be proud of. Of course 
we’re aiming to appropriately bid farewell to the R18 e-tron quattro in Bahrain 
before a new technological era begins in the 2014 season.” 
 
Ralf Jüttner (Technical Director Audi Sport Team Joest): “While winter is just 
around the corner in Germany, we’re running in the desert at Bahrain. We entered 
new territory with the WEC there a year ago and competed at a nice, modern facility. 
The organizer put a lot of effort into the event as well. For us, there’s only one aim: 
We want to win the finale too.” 
 
Facts and quotes by the Audi drivers 
 
Marcel Fässler (37/CH), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Clinched the third WEC victory of the season with his team-mates most recently 

in China  
“It’ll be nice and warm at Bahrain. There’s almost a vacation mood at this race 
because we’re very close to the sea. Of course, in the cockpit, the heat means hard 
work in an endurance race. After our success in China, we’d like to close the season 
in Bahrain with another top result.” 
 
André Lotterer (32/D), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Celebrated his 32nd birthday on November 19 
• Won the race in Bahrain with his team-mates in 2012 
“Last August, it was so hot in Bahrain that racing was really hard work. We’re hoping 
that it won’t be quite as hot at the end of November. After seven events, we’re 
tackling round eight with a single aim as well. In Bahrain, we want to again show 
that Audi’s got the best car.”  
 
Benoît Tréluyer (36/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #1 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Drove the fastest race lap most recently at Shanghai 
“The season finale is always a very special event. Besides that, we can probably 
expect the hottest temperatures of the year there. We’d like to continue where we 
left off on taking last year’s victory. Historically, it would also be nice to win the last 
race under the current regulations before a completely new car arrives in 2014.” 
  
Loïc Duval (31/F), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Will be driving in the WEC in Bahrain for the first time but knows the circuit 

from Formula 3 
“The track in Bahrain is really not easy. There are many challenging turns and we’re 
driving in the middle of the desert. Grip conditions change frequently due to the 
sand. I enjoy the track and driving in this region. I’m happy that now I’m going to 
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compete there in a WEC race car for the first time.” 
 
Tom Kristensen (46/DK), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• Celebrated victory in the drivers’ World Championship with his team-mates at 

Shanghai 
“Following our title win, I’m very much looking forward to Bahrain. It’s a bit of an 
adventure because we normally don’t drive in the desert on such a special track. A 
good balance will be very important there to precisely handle the different cornering 
radii. In 2012, it was extremely hot. This year, we’re experiencing our finale there – 
hopefully with slightly lower temperatures.” 
 
Allan McNish (43/GB), Audi R18 e-tron quattro #2 (Audi Sport Team Joest) 
• On taking the WEC title, has fulfilled a long-held dream in racing 
• Qualified for the pole position in Bahrain last year 
“We’re traveling to Bahrain with the early title wins in the drivers’ and 
manufacturers’ classifications, and second place in the standings for our sister car 
has been confirmed as well. This means we can tackle our tasks without any tactical 
constraints. No-one’s got anything to lose. We’re aiming for the seventh victory in 
the eighth race of the season. This year, the Audi R18 e-tron quattro seems to be 
even a bit better suited for this very special track in Bahrain. I’m excited.”  
 
The Audi drivers in Bahrain 
 
Loïc Duval (F): * June 12, 1982 in Chartres (F); residence: Geneva (CH); married to 
Gaëlle, one son (Hugo); height: 1.78 m; weight: 70 kg; Audi driver since 2012; Le 
Mans victories: 1; WEC races: 10; WEC victories: 4; WEC pole positions: 2; fastest 
WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Bahrain: – 
 
Marcel Fässler (CH): * May 27, 1976 in Einsiedeln (CH); residence: Gross (CH); 
married to Isabel, four daughters (Shana, Elin, Yael and Delia); height: 1.78 m; 
weight: 78 kg; Audi driver since 2008; Le Mans victories: 2; WEC races: 15; WEC 
victories: 6; WEC pole positions: 2; fastest WEC laps: 1; best result WEC Bahrain: 1 
 
Tom Kristensen (DK): * July 07, 1967 in Hobro (DK); residence: Hobro (DK); single 
(partner: Hanne), two sons (Oliver and Oswald) and one daughter (Carla Marlou); 
height: 1.74 m; weight: 72 kg; Audi driver since 2000, Le Mans victories: 9; WEC 
races: 15; WEC victories: 4; WEC pole positions: 0; fastest WEC laps: 2; best result 
WEC Bahrain: 2 
 
André Lotterer (D): * November 19, 1981 in Duisburg (D); residence: Tokyo (J); 
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single; height: 1.84 m; weight: 74 kg; Audi driver since 2010; Le Mans victories: 2; 
WEC races: 15; WEC victories: 6; WEC pole positions: 4; fastest WEC laps: 3; best 
result WEC Bahrain: 1 
 
Allan McNish (GB): * December 29, 1969 in Dumfries (GB); residence: Monaco (MC); 
married to Kelly, one son (Finlay), one daughter (Charlotte Amelie); height: 1.65 m; 
weight: 60 kg; Audi driver in 2000, since 2004; Le Mans victories: 3; WEC races: 15; 
WEC victories: 4; WEC pole positions: 3; fastest WEC laps: 1; best result WEC 
Bahrain: 2 
 
Benoît Tréluyer (F): * December 07, 1976 in Alençon (F); residence: Gordes (F); 
married to Melanie, one son (Jules); height: 1.78 m; weight: 68 kg; Audi driver since 
2010; Le Mans victories: 2; WEC races: 15; WEC victories: 6; WEC pole positions: 3; 
fastest WEC laps: 2; best result WEC Bahrain: 1 
 
 
Track info 
 
Track length: 5.412 km 
Race duration: 6 hours 
Qualifying record on this track: Allan McNish, Audi, 1m 45.814s = 184.127 km/h 
(Sep 28, 2012) 
Race record on this track: Nicolas Lapierre, Toyota, 1m 47.128s = 181.868 km/h 
(Sep 29, 2012) 
Pole position 2012: Allan McNish, Audi, 1m 45.814s = 184.127 km/h (Sep 28, 
2012) 
Fastest lap 2012: Nicolas Lapierre, Toyota, 1m 47.128s = 181.868 km/h (Sep 29, 
2012) 
 
Marcel Fässler about the track in Bahrain 
 
“The factor that pushes ‘man and machine’ to the limit is the heat. The track 
features changes between very slow and fast sections, which result in a stop-and-go 
rhythm. In the first turn, the apex is not visible. Then the track leads uphill to the 
next turn. A fluid left-right-left combination follows before we turn right again to 
approach the most difficult turn. In a slight left-hand bend, we brake on entering a 
downhill hairpin turn. The left front wheel tends to lock on braking into this turn. 
After the next straight and a left-hand bend another combination of corners follows 
where we can really feel the downforce. The right-hand hairpin turn permits many 
different lines. It is followed by a long straight and after another right-hander we’re 
heading back for the start and finish.” 
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Timetable (local times, CET +2 hours) 
 
Thursday, November 28 
15:15–16:45  Free practice 1 
19:30–21:00  Free practice 2 
 
Friday, November 29 
10:25–11:25  Free practice 3 
16:20–16:45  Qualifying 
 
Saturday, November 30 
15:00–21:00  6-hour race 
 
 
– End – 
 
 
 
In 2012, the Audi Group delivered 1,455,123 cars of the Audi brand to its customers, generated revenue 
of €48.8 billion and achieved an operating profit of €5.4 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in 
more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), 
Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), 
Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The brand with four rings will produce cars also in Foshan 
(China) as of late 2013, in 2015 in São José dos Pinhais (Brazil) and 2016 in San José Chiapa (Mexico). 
AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. 
(Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and the sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. 
(Bologna, Italy). The Group currently employs more than 70,000 people worldwide, including around 
50,000 in Germany. Total investment of approximately €11 billion is planned by 2015 – mainly in new 
products and sustainable technologies. Audi lives up to its corporate responsibility and has strategically 
established the principle of sustainability for its products and processes. The long-term goal is CO2-
neutral mobility. 


