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Going big Down Under: Audi makes its Formula 1 
debut 

• Strong presence for the four rings in Melbourne 

• First public appearance of the new Audi RS 5 in the southern hemisphere 

• Floating Audi Revolut F1 Team hub in the heart of the city 

Ingolstadt/Melbourne, March 6, 2026 – March 8, 2026, marks an unforgettable milestone for 
the four rings: Audi makes its Formula 1 debut at the Australian Grand Prix in Melbourne. The 
company’s involvement in the pinnacle of motorsport highlights its transformation on and off 
the racetrack. 

From the airport to the city center, the Australian metropolis is marked by the four rings. On 
Thursday evening, Audi Revolut F1 Team drivers Nico Hulkenberg and Gabriel Bortoleto unveiled 
the new Audi RS 5* at the Albert Park Circuit. Just two weeks after its world premiere, this car 
marks a bold new era. It is the first RS model with a hybrid drive – a parallel to the new 
generation of Formula 1 racing cars, whose power output is almost 50 percent electric. 

The close connection between the brand’s sportiest models and motorsport is shown in a film in 
which the new Audi RS 5 Avant* drives around the Formula 1 track at Albert Park while 
connected to engineers from Audi Revolut F1 Team in Mission Control back home. 

One historic Audi race car provided a spine-tingling moment. For the Formula 1 debut, Audi 
Tradition brought the legendary Audi R8 with a crocodile design out of the museum. This car 
won the “Race of a Thousand Years” in Adelaide, Australia, on December 31, 2000. One of the 
victorious drivers from that race was also behind the wheel in Melbourne: Allan McNish, now 
responsible for the Audi Driver Development Programme. 

Floating team hub in downtown Melbourne 
The crocodile-themed Audi R8 is one of many attractions awaiting visitors at the stunning 
AFLOAT bar, alongside a show car version of the Audi R26. The premium floating venue on the 
Yarra River in central Melbourne serves as the team’s public headquarters during the Australian 
Grand Prix weekend. Open since Thursday, it remains a meeting place for guests and fans to 
watch sessions live and interact with the brand and team. Even before the race weekend, Audi 
Revolut F1 Team welcomed numerous visitors, including local stars such as Australian surfer 
Stephanie Gilmore and renowned chef Guillaume Brahimi. The French-born chef is one of 

https://www.audi-mediacenter.com/en/press-releases/the-new-audi-rs-5-high-performance-in-a-hybrid-17012
https://youtu.be/jXcnGIYF4q8?si=LitjvcvaOH1wSzdL
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Australia’s most popular and will be cooking for guests in the Audi Trackside Suite opposite the 
pit lane exit this weekend. To celebrate International Women’s Day on Sunday, Audi Australia 
hosted a networking lunch for “Girls on Track” ahead of the Grand Prix. Audi Revolut F1 Team 
also supports the FIA’s initiative to promote motorsport careers for girls and young women by 
offering professional contacts. On Thursday, several team members took time to meet with 
participants and share their experiences. With numerous other activations, the team is 
promoting the four rings across Melbourne – for example, at the Adidas Original Store in the city 
center. 

Formula 1: more than just motorsport for Audi 
“The start of our first Formula 1 season marks the beginning of a new chapter for Audi – both on 
and off the track,” says Gernot Döllner, CEO of AUDI AG. “We aim to demonstrate what can be 
achieved when people work together towards a common goal. In this sport, where every 
millisecond counts, efficiency is crucial. It teaches us that focused, precise teamwork makes us 
strong. We face the challenges with courage and view this project as a driving force and 
motivating example to become better every day.” 

The Australian Grand Prix will start on Sunday at 3 p.m. local time (5 a.m. CET). It marks the 
beginning of a long-term commitment to the pinnacle of motorsport. Audi aims to be in a 
position to compete for Formula 1 world championship titles from 2030 onward. 

Success in motorsports for more than 100 years 
Audi has been successful in motorsports for more than 100 years. With Grand Prix racing cars 
such as the Auto Union Type C, also on display in Melbourne, the company was already thrilling 
audiences in the 1930s. The brand’s successes in the World Rally Championship, touring car 
racing, and endurance racing were often closely linked to technical innovations. In 2012, Audi 
achieved the first victory by a hybrid-powered race car at the Le Mans 24 Hours. This marked the 
beginning of electrification in motorsport at Audi, which is now continuing in Formula 1 and also 
finding its way into the company’s RS models. 
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The Audi Group is one of the most successful manufacturers of automobiles and motorcycles in the premium 
and luxury segment. The brands Audi, Bentley, Lamborghini, and Ducati produce at 22 locations in 13 
countries. Audi and its partners are present in more than 100 markets worldwide. 

In 2024, the Audi Group delivered 1.7 million Audi vehicles, 10,643 Bentley vehicles, 10,687 Lamborghini 
vehicles, and 54,495 Ducati motorcycles to customers. In the 2024 fiscal year, Audi Group achieved a total 
revenue of €64.5 billion and an operating profit of €3.9 billion. As of December 31, more than 88,000 people 
worked for the Audi Group, more than 55,000 of them at AUDI AG in Germany. With its attractive brands and 
numerous new models, the group is systematically pursuing its path toward becoming a provider of 
sustainable, fully networked premium mobility. 

Audi is entering Formula 1 for the first time in 2026 with its own factory team and a hybrid drive system 
(“power unit”) developed in Germany. The F1 project from Audi is based at three locations: Audi Formula 
Racing GmbH, which was founded specifically for the project, is developing the power unit in Neuburg an der 
Donau. Audi Revolut F1 Team is based in Hinwil in Switzerland. This is where the development of the race car 
and the planning and execution of race operations are located. In addition, the UK Technology Centre in 
Bicester provides a foothold in the heart of “Motorsport Valley,” offering direct access to top F1 talent and 
key strategic partners. 

Formula 1 is regarded as the pinnacle of motorsport and, with its global reach, is one of the most important 
sports platforms in the world. Another decisive factor for the entry of Audi is the new FIA regulations, which 
from 2026, will include sustainable fuels and increase the electric share of the hybrid drive unit to almost 50 
percent. 
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Fuel/electric power consumption and emissions values of the models named above 

(preliminary figures): 
 

Audi RS 5 Avant 
Fuel consumption (weighted, combined): 4.5-3.9 l/100 km (52.3-60.3 US mpg) (preliminary 
values); power consumption (weighted, combined): 18.7-17.8 kWh/100 km (preliminary 
values); CO2 emissions (weighted, combined): 102-88 g/km (164.2-141.6 g/mi) (preliminary 
values); CO2 class (weighted, combined): C-B (preliminary values); Fuel consumption on 
discharged battery (combined): 10.2-9.6 l/100 km (23.1-24.5 US mpg) (preliminary values); 
CO2 class on discharged battery: G (preliminary values) 
 

Audi RS 5 Sedan 
Fuel consumption (weighted, combined): 4.3-3.8 l/100 km (54.7-61.9 US mpg) (preliminary 
values); power consumption (weighted, combined): 18.4-17.7 kWh/100 km (preliminary 
values); CO2 emissions (weighted, combined): 98-86 g/km (157.7-138.4 g/mi) (preliminary 
values); CO2 class (weighted, combined): C-B (preliminary values); Fuel consumption on 
discharged battery (combined): 10.0-9.5 l/100 km (23.5-24.8 US mpg) (preliminary values); 
CO2 class on discharged battery: G (preliminary values) 

 

 


