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Five Audi teams rely on the R8 LMS ultra in 
the Nürburgring 24 Hours  
 

• Le Mans winners and GT World Champions in 24-hour race 
• Five Audi customer teams compete with eight Audi R8 LMS ultra cars 
• Qualification race on April 5 and 6 to be held for the first time  
 

Ingolstadt, April 4, 2014 – Le Mans winners, GT World Champions, a stratosphere 
jumper and strong customer teams – they all rely on the Audi R8 LMS ultra in the 
42nd running of the Nürburgring 24 Hours. For the first time, several teams will 
be competing in a qualification race on the first weekend in April. 
 
With 190 participants from around the world the 24-hour race in the ‘Green Hell’ of 
the Nürburgring Nordschleife on June 21 and 22 marks a highlight on the 
motorsport calendar of fans and drivers. Like last year, five Audi teams, supported 
by Audi Sport customer racing, will be putting a total of eight Audi R8 LMS ultra cars 
on the grid of the classic ‘marathon’ in the Eifel.  
 
The 24-hour race will be preceded by a ‘little brother.’ In the qualification race on 
the 25.378-kilometer version of the Nürburgring on April 5 and 6, the teams will 
have a valuable opportunity for testing without the pressure of a championship. 
Many of the teams that will be running in the 24-hour race are using the event with 
its free practice and two qualifying sessions plus the six-hour race to prepare for the 
main event. In the qualification race, the organizers will be awarding ten of the total 
of 30 grid positions for the top-30 qualifying session in June that will decide the 
starting order for the 24-hour race. In addition, drivers will be able to demonstrate 
that they possess the Nordschleife routine required by the regulations. Last 
weekend, Audi managed a good beginning of the season on the Nordschleife when 
Marc Basseng/Frank Stippler/Laurens Vanthoor (D/D/B) in the Audi R8 LMS ultra 
won the first round of the Endurance Championship.  
 
As in the past years, the Audi line-up for the 24-hour race consists of high-caliber 
drivers. Four former Le Mans winners – Frank Biela (D), Marcel Fässler (CH), 
Stéphane Ortelli (MC) and Marco Werner (D) – with a total of eleven victories in the 
classic French ‘marathon’ under their belt, are driving the Audi R8 LMS ultra. The 
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former GT1 World Champions Marc Basseng and Markus Winkelhock plus the 
current FIA GT Champion Laurens Vanthoor (B) and the three-time Porsche 
Supercup Champion René Rast (D) complete the line-up. In addition, the field 
includes the current Audi DTM driver Nico Müller (CH) and the former DTM driver 
Rahel Frey (CH) as well as seasoned Nordschleife campaigners. Following his 
stratosphere jump, extreme athlete Felix Baumgartner (A) has found a new 
challenge. He opted for the Audi R8 LMS ultra of the Audi race experience and will 
be making his debut on the Nürburgring Nordschleife.  
 
Five former winners of the 24-hour race are relying on Audi as well. Marc Basseng 
(D), Christopher Haase (D), Frank Stippler (D) and Markus Winkelhock (D), who in 
2012 celebrated the first victory of the Audi R8 LMS ultra at the Nürburgring, will be 
on the grid in the 570-hp GT3 race car again in 2014. Nicki Thiim (DK), one of the 
2013 winners, will be contesting the race in an Audi R8 LMS ultra for the first time.  
 
The Audi customer teams in the 2014 Nürburgring 24 Hours:  
 
Phoenix Racing 
Marc Basseng/Marcel Fässler/Frank Stippler/Laurens Vanthoor (D/CH/D/B) 
Christopher Haase/Chris Mamerow/René Rast/Markus Winkelhock (D/D/D/D) 
 
Prosperia C. Abt Racing 
Marco Seefried/Peter Terting/NN/NN (D/D) 
Christer Jöns/Christopher Mies/Nicki Thiim/NN (D/D/DK) 
 
Audi race experience 
Dominique Bastien/Christian Bollrath/Christiaan Frankenhout/Rahel Frey 
(USA/D/NL/CH) 
Felix Baumgartner/Frank Biela/Pierre Kaffer/Marco Werner (A/D/D/D) 
 
G-Drive Racing 
Nico Müller/Stéphane Ortelli/Roman Rusinov/Edward Sandström (CH/MC/RUS/S) 
 
Twin Busch Motorsport 
Dennis Busch/Marc Busch/Manuel Lauck (D/D/D) 
 
– End – 
 
 
The Audi Group delivered approximately 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. In 2013 
the company reported revenue of €49.9 billion and an operating profit of €5.03 billion. The company is 
globally operating in more than 100 markets with production facilities in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm 
(Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), 
Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). Since December 2013, the brand with 
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the Four Rings has been producing cars also in Foshan (China). In 2015, Audi will start production in São 
José dos Pinhais (Brazil), followed by San José Chiapa (Mexico) in 2016. Wholly owned subsidiaries of 
AUDI AG include quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, 
Italy) and Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy), the sports motorcycle manufacturer. The 
company currently employs more than 73,500 people worldwide, thereof more than 52,500 in Germany. 
Total investment of around €22 billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – primarily in new products and 
sustainable technologies. Audi is committed to its corporate responsibility and has anchored the principle 
of sustainability for its products and processes in its strategy. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 


