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Final race for Emanuele Pirro in Audi R10 TDI 
 
• Italian driver ends 15-year career chapter  
• Five Le Mans victories and touring and sportscar titles for Audi  
 
Ingolstadt/Laguna Seca – Emanuele Pirro will race an Audi sports 
prototype for the last time in his career at the American Le Mans Series 
finale on 18 October at Laguna Seca. The Italian has served the brand 
since 1994 and is one of the most successful Audi factory drivers ever 
with three touring car titles, two sportscar championship victories in the 
American Le Mans Series and five wins in the 24 Hours of Le Mans.  
 
Head of Audi Motorsport Dr Wolfgang Ullrich and the 46-year old Audi factory 
driver Emanuele Pirro had already reached an agreement some time ago about 
the end of the Italian’s active career for Audi at the 2008 American Le Mans 
Series season finale. Included among Pirro’s outstanding victories under the 
banner of the four rings are the Italian Touring Car Championship (1994 and 
1995), the German Touring Car Championship (1996), the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans (2000, 2001, 2002, 2006 and 2007) and the American Le Mans Series 
(2001, 2005). 
 
“On behalf of the Audi motorsport squad and the entire AUDI AG I would like to 
extend our thanks to Emanuele Pirro for the excellent and extremely successful 
cooperation over the last 15 years,” explains Dr Wolfgang Ullrich of Pirro who 
became the first driver to be signed during his time as Head of Audi Motorsport 
since 1993. “Throughout this extraordinarily long relationship many personal 
experiences and great memories of fantastic individual race wins and 
championship victories with Audi touring and sportscar unite us still today.” 
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“A wonderful chapter of my life and career comes to a close,” explains 
Emanuele Pirro. “Even as hopeless optimist, at the very beginning I would 
never have dreamt of spending 15 such fantastic and wonderfully successful 
years with Audi on both a personal and professional level. I want to pass on my 
sincerest gratitude to Audi Sport and all the teams for who I have driven – ROC 
Competition, Audi Sport Italia, Team Joest and Champion Racing and also all 
my team mates during this time.”  
 
In order to nurture this prosperous and successful cooperation Audi has 
opened the possibility for Emanuele Pirro to act as brand ambassador in the 
future. Audi successfully implemented the rejuvenation of the sportscar 
programme driver squad in 2006 with the signing of Lucas Luhr (winner of the 
LM P1 class in the 2008 American Le Mans Series together with Marco 
Werner), Alexandre Prémat and Mike Rockenfeller (joint winners of the Le 
Mans Series 2008) and continued it this year with races for Marcel Fässler and 
Christijan Albers. 
 
 
- Ends - 
 
 
Photographs and information available at www.audi-motorsport.info 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUDI AG sold a total of 964,151 cars in 2007 and thus achieved its twelfth consecutive record year. 
With revenue of   € 33,617 million and profit before tax of € 2,915 million, the company attained its 
best figures ever. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ 
(Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). At the end of 2007, production of the Audi 
A6 started in Aurangabad, India. The company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI 
AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata 
Bolognese, Italy, and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi employs about 57,000 people worldwide, 
including 45,000 in Germany. The brand with the four rings invests more than € 2 billion each year 
in order to sustain the company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” 
slogan. Audi plans to significantly increase the number of models in its portfolio by 2015 to 40.  


