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Felix Baumgartner to drive Audi R8 at 
Nürburgring 24 Hours  
 

• Austrian extreme athlete starts racing career 
• Audi race experience as seasoned campaign team 
• Le Mans winners as prominent team-mates 
 

Ingolstadt, March 7, 2014 – Following his stratosphere jump in 2012, extreme 
athlete Felix Baumgartner is tackling his next big challenge on the Nordschleife of 
the Nürburgring. The Austrian will obtain a racing license and become a race 
driver with the Audi race experience team on the Nürburgring-Nordschleife.  
 
The Audi race experience makes it possible for Audi’s customers with sporting 
ambitions to enter racing. But never before has the program, which the Audi driving 
experience has been running since 2010, had as prominent a driver as this one. “It’s 
fantastic that we’re cooperating with Felix Baumgartner this year,” says Klaus 
Demel, the head of the Audi driving experience. “As an extreme athlete, Felix 
Baumgartner has been thrilling millions of fans around the world with his daring 
actions that combine ingenuity and exceptional technical demands. Now we’re 
familiarizing him with our sport, offer him a professional environment with our 
team, and are very excited about this new, joint challenge.” 
 
As a guest entrant, Baumgartner has been gathering some racing experience in 
recent years during occasional runs in the one-make cups of the Volkswagen Group. 
The big difference in the 2014 season: the Audi R8 LMS ultra provides him with a 
419 kW (570 hp) ‘pure-bred’ GT3 race car. The 44-year-old is completing an 
extensive preparation program before competing in the 24-hour race at the 
Nürburgring on June 21/22, 2014. His team-mates are equally prominent: The five-
time Le Mans winner Frank Biela (D), the three-time Le Mans winner Marco Werner 
(D) as well as the GT and sports car pro Pierre Kaffer (D) will be his colleagues in the 
cockpit. 
 
“This task is totally exciting and I’m looking forward to driving races in an Audi,” 
says Felix Baumgartner. “During initial tests in the road-going Audi R8 I got to know 
the Nürburgring, and in the Audi R8 LMS ultra I’ve clocked a few kilometers on 
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various tracks as well. I regard this task as one of the major projects in my life. The 
environment is perfect, the atmosphere is fantastic, and I feel really well taken care 
of by the Audi race experience. But it’s also clear that I’m basically starting from 
scratch because this sport is new for me.” 
 
Former professional rally driver Josef ‘Sepp’ Haider, now the Audi race experience’s 
sporting director, is one of the instructors of his Austrian compatriot. “Felix is 
approaching his new task in exactly the manner that is the hallmark of a pro,” says 
Haider. “He’s eager to learn, has good judgment of the physical conditions, and is 
totally motivated. All team members have come to respect him in the initial tests. 
I’m very much looking forward to our joint journey.” 
 
The team will be fielding another R8 LMS ultra in the 24-hour race. The drivers of 
this car have already been confirmed. Already last year, Dominique Bastien (USA), 
Rahel Frey (CH) and Christian Bollrath (D) formed a team. Christiaan Frankenhout 
(NL) will be supporting the Audi race experience as a driver for the first time. 
 
Felix Baumgartner’s 2014 Nürburgring program: 
March 21–22 VLN, test and setup runs 
April 05–06 Qualification race, Nürburgring 24 Hours 
April 26 VLN, 56th ADAC ACAS H&R Cup 
May 17  VLN, Adenauer ADAC Simfy-Trophy 
June 21–22 Nürburgring 24 Hours 
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The Audi Group delivered around 1,575,500 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2013. From January 
through the end of September 2013 the Company posted revenue of €37 billion and an operating profit 
of €3.74 billion. The Audi Group is globally present in more than 100 markets and produces vehicles in 
Ingolstadt and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Brussels (Belgium), Bratislava (Slovakia), 
Martorell (Spain), Kaluga (Russia), Aurangabad (India), Changchun (China) and Jakarta (Indonesia). The 
brand with four rings produces cars also in Foshan (China) since December 2013, in 2015 in São José dos 
Pinhais (Brazil) and 2016 in San José Chiapa (Mexico). AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include 
quattro GmbH (Neckarsulm), Automobili Lamborghini S.p.A. (Sant’Agata Bolognese, Italy) and the sports 
motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. (Bologna, Italy). The Group currently employs 
almost 73,000 people worldwide, including around 50,000 in Germany. Total investment of around €22 
billion is planned from 2014 to 2018 – mainly in new products and sustainable technologies. Audi lives 
up to its corporate responsibility and has strategically established the principle of sustainability for its 
products and processes. The long-term goal is CO2-neutral mobility. 


