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Fastest time of the day for the Audi A5 DTM  
 
 Thousandths of a second decide qualifying at Brands Hatch  
 Mike Rockenfeller on grid position four despite fastest lap in Q3 
 Six Audi A5 DTM cars on the six front rows of the grid  

 
Ingolstadt/Brands Hatch, May 19, 2012 – Mike Rockenfeller in his Schaeffler Audi 
A5 DTM managed the fastest time of the day in qualifying for the DTM race at 
Brands Hatch (Great Britain). In the final shoot-out for the best grid positions the 
quickest in last year’s qualifying had to settle for fourth place, though.  
 
As expected, the qualifying event on the DTM track that with a length of 1,929 
kilometers is the shortest one of the year turned into a battle for thousandths of a 

second. In the third qualifying segment (Q3) the nine quickest vehicles from Audi, 
BMW and Mercedes-Benz were within 0.152 seconds of each other.  

 
The fastest time of the entire weekend was achieved by Mike Rockenfeller (Audi 

Sport Team Phoenix), who at 41.020 seconds in Q3 almost beat the track record 
from the year 2010 (41.003s). In the crucial last qualifying segment (Q4) “Rocky” 

missed the front row by 0.074 seconds, though.  
 

“In this qualifying event everything was possible,” said the 2010 Le Mans winner. 
“In the end I was only lacking a couple of thousandths – that was a shame of course. 

But I think that together with the team I made the most of qualifying.  We weren’t 
happy with the car in both free practice sessions and made a lot of changes. The 

changes went in the right direction. In Q3 I was able to squeeze out everything, in 
Q4 I didn’t quite manage to do that, so I’m not dissatisfied. The race is long and 

we’ve got to see what the weather will do. Grid position four isn’t bad.” 
 

Filipe Albuqerque in the TV Movie Audi A5 DTM of Audi Sport Team Rosberg secured 
grid position six. DTM rookie Adrien Tambay in the Audi ultra A5 DTM from Audi 

Sport Team Abt Sportsline again made the leap into the top ten, as he previously 
had at the Lausitzring two weeks ago, and in seventh place achieved the best 

qualifying result to date in his still young DTM career. Joining him on the fourth row 
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of the grid on Sunday will be his team-mate Mattias Ekström (Red Bull Audi A5 

DTM).  
 

With Edoardo Mortara (Playboy Audi A5 DTM) and Miguel Molina (Red Bull Audi A5 
DTM) on positions eleven and twelve a total of six Audi A5 DTM cars are starting into 

the race from the top six rows. Timo Scheider (AUTO TEST Audi A5 DTM) after an 
excursion in Q2 had to settle for position 15. Rahel Frey (E-POSTBRIEF Audi A5 DTM) 

was merely lacking seven tenths to the top in Q1 – which meant grid position 22 
nonetheless.   

 
Head of Audi Motorsport Dr. Wolfgang Ullrich: “’Well done’ to Mike Rockenfeller, 

who set the fastest lap of the weekend so far in Q3 – this shows the potential of the 
A5 DTM. But we could again see today that in the DTM absolutely everything has 

simply got to fit together. In Q4 he was merely lacking 74 thousandths to the front 
row. We’ve got six cars on the front six rows tomorrow. That’s okay. But we know 

that in general we’ve got some work to do. We’re not far away because we’re talking 
about thousandths or tenths – but they’re especially hard to work out in the DTM. A 

remarkable feat is Adrien Tambay’s seventh place on the grid in just his third DTM 
race.”     

 
The race at Brands Hatch will start at 1 p.m. local time (2 p.m. in Germany). ARD 

will begin to broadcast live on “Das Erste” at 1:45 p.m. 
 

– End – 
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The Audi Group delivered 1,302,659 cars of the Audi brand to customers in 2011. In 2011 the Company 
posted revenue of €44.1 billion and an operating profit of €5.3 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt 
and Neckarsulm (Germany), Győr (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). The Audi Q7 is 
built in Bratislava (Slovakia). In July 2010, CKD production of the Audi Q5 was added to the existing Audi A4 
and A6 manufacturing operations in Aurangabad (India). At the Brussels plant, production of the Audi A1 
has been running since May 2010, while production of the new A1 Sportback began in 2012. The Audi Q3 
has been built in Martorell (Spain) since June 2011. The Company is active in more than 100 markets 
worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili 
Lamborghini S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy), AUDI BRUSSELS S.A./N.V. in Brussels (Belgium) and 
quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Subject to a positive decision by the responsible competition authorities, the 
Italian sports motorcycle manufacturer Ducati Motor Holding S.p.A. will also belong to the Audi Group. 
Audi currently employs around 64,000 people worldwide, including around 48,000 in Germany. Between 
2012 and 2016 the brand with the four rings is planning to invest a total of €13 billion – mainly in new 
products and the extension of production capacities – in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead 
embodied in its “Vorsprung durch Technik” slogan. Audi is currently expanding its site in Győr (Hungary) 
and will start production in Foshan (China) in late 2013 and in Mexico in 2016. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
Audi Environmental Foundation. Within the context of “Vorsprung durch Technik,” which extends far 
beyond its products, the Company is directing its activities toward a major goal – comprehensive CO2-
neutral mobility. 
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