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Facts on Audi’s record victory at Le Mans 
 

• Fastest Le Mans race in history  

• Ninth victory for Audi in twelve events  

• Winning car was in the pits for just 20 minutes 

 

Ingolstadt, June 17, 2010 – In the fastest race in Le Mans history Audi achieved 

its ninth triumph. Key facts on the historic Le Mans exploit of the brand with the 

four rings.   

 

With its ninth victory Audi has equalized Ferrari in the roll of honor of the 

endurance classic which has been held since 1923. Only Porsche with 16 wins (in 60 

events) is even more successful. In total, 24 different marques are on the list of 

winners. 

 

Audi’s track record at the Le Mans 24 Hours is impressive: the brand achieved its 

nine exploits in just twelve events (rate of wins: 75 percent). Audi clinched 23 out 

of 36 possible podium places (64.9 percent).  

 

With 39 entrants since 1999, Audi achieved 31 finishes (79.5 percent), nine of 

which were victories, five were second places and nine were third places.  

 

For the team of Reinhold Joest this was the eleventh victory at the Le Mans 24 

Hours and the seventh with Audi. If the exploits by Dauer Racing (1994) and Bentley 

(2003), in which the team was involved as well, are included in the count, Joest 

Racing has recorded as many as 13 Le Mans successes. 

 

In all of its twelve Le Mans commitments Audi achieved a podium result. 

For the brand with the four rings this was the fourth one-two-three exploit after 

2000, 2002 and 2004. For the first time an automobile manufacturer managed to 

clinch a one-two-three win with diesel-powered cars at Le Mans. 

 

If Bentley’s 2003 exploit when a TFSI engine developed by Audi Sport was used is 

included in the tally, then highly efficient Audi technology has been victorious in ten 
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of the last eleven Le Mans races. For all ten successes Audi Head of Motorsport Dr. 

Wolfgang Ullrich has been responsible. 

 

For the fifth consecutive time a diesel-powered vehicle won at Le Mans. Four diesel 

victories are credited to Audi’s TDI technology (2006 to 2008 and 2010). 

 

After 2001 (TFSI) and 2006 (TDI) Audi won at Le Mans with new technology for the 

third time: in 2010 turbo-chargers with VTG (Variable Turbine Geometry) were used.  

 

With an average speed of 225.228 km/h the 78th edition was the fastest in the 

history of the race. The other two Audi R15 TDI cars, as well, surpassed the so far 

best mark from the year 1971 (222.304 km/h) with 224.659 km/h and 223.524 

km/h. 

 

The victorious Audi R15 TDI designated as car number “9” completed a total of 397 

laps. Having covered a distance of 5,410.713 kilometers, it broke the 1971 record 

set by Dr. Helmut Marko and Gijs van Lennep in the Porsche 917 (5,335.313 km). At 

that time, the Le Mans circuit had no chicanes.  

 

Despite the extremely high average speed the winning car consumed just 43.43 

liters per 100 kilometers of diesel fuel on average – more than 10 percent less as at 

Audi’s first Le Mans victory in 2000 when the average was just 208.660 km/h. 

 

The winning car completed the entire distance with only eleven sets of Michelin 

tires (including an additional set required due to a slow puncture shortly before the 

end of the race). This meant that on average 491.9 kilometers were driven on a 

single set of tires. In 2009 the tires had to been changed about every 330 

kilometers – a clear sign for the high efficency of the “R15 plus.” 

 

In total, the victorious Audi R15 TDI pitted 33 times. The pit stop time was just 

barely 20 minutes. The replacement of the right-hand outside mirror (approx. 20 

seconds) was the only unscheduled work, plus an additional tire change as a result 

of a slow puncture just before the end of the race. 

 

The victorious Audi R15 TDI (chassis number R15-204) was the leading car on 133 

of the 397 laps. 

 

The fastest lap of an Audi R15 TDI in the race was driven by André Lotterer at 3m 

21.541s on lap 334. This meant he was quicker than Mike Rockenfeller was on the 

fastest qualifying lap of an Audi R15 TDI (3m 21.981s). 
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At an average age of 29, Timo Bernhard (29), Romain Dumas (32) and Mike 

Rockenfeller (26) were the youngest driver trio to have clinched an Audi victory at 

Le Mans.  

 

At 26, Mike Rockenfeller is the youngest Audi driver to have the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

 

Tom Kristensen in his 14th race at Le Mans clinched his eleventh podium position – 

eight of which were victories (record) and three were third places. 

 

A total of eleven drivers have won at Le Mans in an Audi up to now: Seiji Ara (1 

victory with Audi), Timo Bernhard (1), Frank Biela (5), Dindo Capello (1), Romain 

Dumas (1), Tom Kristensen (6), JJ Lehto (1), Allan McNish (1), Emanuele Pirro (5), 

Mike Rockenfeller (1) and Marco Werner (3). 

 

Timo Bernhard is the only racer so far to have won the 24-hour races at Le Mans, 

Daytona and the Nürburgring and only the seventh driver in history to have entered 

his name in the winners lists of Le Mans, Daytona and Sebring. 

 

Mike Rockenfeller is the first driver since 1988 (Jan Lammers) to have won the 24-

hour races at Daytona and Le Mans in the same year. 

 

In total, this was the 27th Le Mans victory for a German brand and the 51st for an 

open-top vehicle. 

 

It was only the third time in the history of the race that a vehicle with a V10 engine 

won. 

 

After Frank Biela (1999), Marco Werner (2002) and Christijan Albers (2009), Oliver 

Jarvis was the fourth Audi driver to be awarded the “Rookie of the year” title for the 

fastest qualifying time set by all Le Mans rookies. 

 

For Audi’s tire partner Michelin this was the 19th Le Mans victory and the 13th 

consecutive one since 1998. 

 

For the second time in a row (just the fifth since 1923 in total) the car designated as 

number “9” won at Le Mans.  
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The Audi Group sold around 950,000 cars of the Audi brand in 2009. The Company posted revenue of 
€29.8 billion and an operating profit of €1.6 billion. Audi produces vehicles in Ingolstadt and 
Neckarsulm (Germany), Györ (Hungary), Changchun (China) and Brussels (Belgium). Aurangabad in India 
saw the start of CKD production of the Audi A6 at the end of 2007 and of the Audi A4 in early October 
2008. Production of the new Audi A1 has been running at the Brussels plant since May 2010. The 
Company is active in more than 100 markets worldwide. AUDI AG’s wholly owned subsidiaries include 
AUDI HUNGARIA MOTOR Kft., Automobili Lamborghini Holding S.p.A. in Sant’Agata Bolognese (Italy) 
and quattro GmbH in Neckarsulm. Audi currently employs around 58,000 people worldwide, including 
45,500 in Germany. Between 2010 and 2012 the Audi Group is planning to invest around €5.5 billion, 
mainly in new products, in order to sustain the Company’s technological lead embodied in its “Vorsprung 
durch Technik” slogan. By 2015, Audi plans to increase the number of models in its portfolio to 42. 
 
Audi has long been fulfilling its social responsibility on many levels – with the aim of making the future 
worth living for generations to come. The basis for Audi’s lasting success is therefore formed by 
environmental protection, the conservation of resources, international competitiveness and a forward-
looking human resources policy. One example of AUDI AG’s commitment to environmental issues is the 
newly established Audi Environmental Foundation.  
 


